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US PRESSING ISRAEL 01 


IMPLEMENTING WYE 


A State Department 

spokesman acknowl- 
edged that the Clinton 
Administration has been press- 
ing Israel to implement the 
Wye Agreement at the urging 
of Palestinians. 

The spokesman, who did not 
want his identity revealed, told 
the Arab Daily that Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright 
has insisted that the Israeli 
government must implement 
the agreement they signed at 
Wye. “It does nor matter who 
Is in power, whether it is now 
or down the road, they signed 
it and it should be implement- 
ed," the spokesman said. 

This followed two days of 
intensive discussions last week 
between Secretary Albright 
and a high level Palestinian 
delegation headed by 
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen), 
Secrerary General of the PLO 
Executive Committee. In the 
meetings, the Palestinians 
have urged the US 
Administration to pressure 
Israel to fulfill its Wye River 
commitments to redeploy from 
the West Bank. 

The State Department 
spokesman said the US in the 
past and today tried to make it' 
known to ' Israel that they 
should go. forward with the 
implementation that they 
signed. "Unfortunately they 
say the old line that we love to 
go forward if the Palestinian 
would fulfil their agreement on 
security. OF course the 
Palestinians come back and say 
the Israelis are not fulfilling 
any of their commitments and 
we are fulfilling our agree- 
ments on security. So we have 
pressed the Israelis at various 
times behind the scenes and 
when the President went to 
Gaza." 

The spokesman, acknowl- 
edged, however, that the US 
can do very little to force Israel 
to implement the Wye 
Agreement before the May 
elections. "What could we do 
between now and the elec- 
tions? The Israeli government 
is deadlocked between now 
and the elecrions and short of 
doing something drastic, such 
as cutting off aid or military 
assistance, we realty are 
imabJe to do much and they 
have already said privately that 
they are not going to really 


move forward on this until 
their elections are over and a 
new government is formed." 

The spokesman said : "we 
are doing everything we can 
think of to reassure the parties 
that after the elections there 
should be rapid and a serious 
movement on the peace 
process." 

Saeb Erekar, chief 
Palestinian negotiator who 
took part in the discussions 
with Albright, said that the US 
administration has its own 


“Clinton assured us person- 
ally that he would guarantee 
the implementation. We have 
been hearing from the Srare 
Department that we have 
implemented and the Israeli 
government did not imple- 
ment. We always have very 
candid and frank discussions 
with Secrerary Albright, she 
heard that from us in the past 
and she will hear it today and 
we need a mechanism for 
implementation. In our delib- 
erations with US officials we 


by saying they have not imple- 
mented the agreement. If you 
read into that you see a very 
clear shift towards the 
Palestinian position. Wc are 
trying to deepen our relation- 
ship with Palestinians, and the 
US is taking a more active 
interest in building better rela- 
tions between the US and 
Palestine and even trying to 
shore them up economically 
with the Middle East donors 
conference that we held earli- 


er. 


linmuKT at the Israelis every 
lime they tear down a house 
OI building settlements. If Mr, 
Aralai is in go ahead and 
declare an independent state 
on May -4 it would lie .1 com- 
plete disaster (or what has 
been built up and what will be 
accomplished, if he declares a 
state, he would almost ensure 
that Netanyahu will be elected, 
he will close the territories 
down and it will be a disaster. 
Arafat should sullen his posi- 
tion on declaring a state as the 



NOW WRITE 
THIS 100 TIMES! 



olutions 242 andSujt 
place." 

Grekat said fcty 
appeared in aitidtf 
Wye. River 
was also witness trj _ 
Russia, the Europtmf ■ 
Jordan and Nonny. j 

“1 don’ think that j;. 
have come to 
the photo op orj&j 
tions. They haw tjxj ' 
us to guarantee ibeb;; ■ 
ration. I don't think l? / 
can touch May 4LhbBc<; 
not our date, to. 
President Arafat w:j •' 
and say I decided io|y 
this date until J«4. 
then Netanyahu vala\ . 
say let us not set tn 
and he may take wh 
to the year 2016.' ; . 

Commenting 
Arafat's statement r 
e rat ion with Jonh 1 ' 
said people in the ; 
very suspicious Mf 
statement like this it'-, 

"Presidenr toA 
Jordan's stability iK 
mount concern fore’// 
we want to do 


ASIDE rROM TECHNICALITIES, 

AID PACKAGE HAS TOTAL 


SUPPORT 



CONGRESS 


I. SI 00m in military aid for 2.QQ1 


THE PROPOSED $300 million 
US aid package to Jordan has a 
very good chance of being 
approved in Congress, accord- 
ing to Jordan's Ambassador in 
Washington, Marwan Muasher. 
“I think we have a strong case 
to win approval from 
Congress" on the proposed aid 

, ..Aft**, package to Jordan, he cold the 
en sure he ^ ^ „ We ^ no ^ 

*?* <0 speak of rrom 3ny 


5300 million package will be 
spread over a 3-yenr periud 
starting witli 550 million in 
economic aid and S5Q million 
in military aid for each of 1999 


Foreign Appropriations in both 
the House and the Senate, 
then to the full Appropriations 
Committee and then to the lull 
lloor in each house. 


— ll 1 rfMufok'-' ' *l uarler to support Jordan on 
on this relatkuw'f... thjs 


ways to press Israel to imple- 
ment the agreement. "Israel Is 
not a country above the laws 
of man. The US must come out 
with the means for Netanyahu 
to implement the agreement,” 
he told a forum at the Center 
for Policy Analysis on 

Palestine. . 

"We will not accept under 
any circumstances the Israeli 
elections to be used as a pre- 
text for not implementing the 
agreement." 

Erekat said that the 

American Administration 
accepted to be the referee who 
vouched for implementing the 
agreement. 


urge them all the time that 
something should be done 
about the implementation, 
because if the situation contin- 
ues the way it is now, we will 
have some bad repercussions 
on the ground." 

The State Department 
spokesman told the Arab Daily 


On the intention of the 
Palestinians to dedarc an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state on 
May 4th, the spokesman said 
Secretary Albright made It 
clear to the Palestinian delega- 
tion that she expects both 
sides to fulfill their obligations 
under the v WyevMemorandum 


May 4lh date gets closer. Wc 


wait. 1— 4B:- 6 

are doing everything we can transition • JJh ■*J one y out of other parts of 
the parties Jordan, Israel, ■■ . g^We budget and into the Jordan 

• ... .1 /.niintrV. -A'. Packagp Thie -- _rr .. 


that the US has shifty jts.posl- r end^jyitefared- opposition to 
r gll 4tyliatgtal actions including 

ymei a unifaferaf declaration of 


Palestinian sidqf 

public perceprWf (s that] we J ^tateTioOtf'b^the ‘ Palestinians. * 
are leaning '•ffie^polfesman said "a dec- 

Paleslinian cause^5?l]^ifg laration of an independent 
them to implement nie Wye state is a unilateral action and 
agreement. Every time we we do not support any unilat- 
come out, we come out in a eral action on either side, 
negative aspect against Israel which is why we continue: to , 


think of to reassure 
that after the elections there 
should be rapid and a serious 
movement on the peace 
process." 

Erekat said, however, that 
the Palestinians will not 
change their position on the 
declaration of a state bp May- 
4th. He told the forum that 
"May 4th is not a date that 
President Arafat dreamt about, 
This date came as a result of 
. negotiations with tlie Israelis 
in Oslo when, negbtiatioiis on 
-the Interim period will end ana 
the impletnentation of UN re?r 


aid package. _ “Jordan 
enjoys bipartisan support on 
-the Hill and there is no opposi- 
tion as such because of any 
lack of support For Jordan." 


lioned the PNC IS"; 
tion of. confe^l- 
Jordan which il 
free will 

Arafat was not I u He said even the Jew[sh 

thing, a l-., .J groups and friends of Israel in 
choice Is tha >• Congress are very supportive 
our minds aw ; of it. But the only problem now 
Independent n**’ • is technical, according to 
Period L,!* j: Muasher. 

— j Getting Congress to 

are witnessing^ ^approve a three-year appropri- 
in the Mlddl* . rj ^. ations and al$n irprfi n<r 

watching very °r J- Congress to 


approve taking 


country. . *? ckage - This «s an offset sup- 

,,Whethe; - Ssl: P ementaL which means it has 
ble, It Is c ° me fr om other parts of 

dimensions budget, and some mem- 

ede5ln ^ rs of Congress have ques- 
sirions 


.tion -be^*2 

Israelis.!;^.® 1 

any - Othef- ■ 

.next century^ 
.'COOperttfmV-j 

.•■'stability#}; 

■ • • £ lidl 


|*|«»ns on that," he said. 

P flck ^ isappropri- 
three years, unusual 
Congress, which likes to 
^appropriate money on 
»,»y year basis. “Title 


CLINTONCHANOes TACTIC, 

Aid Is to suafrortKino Abdullah and 


-’H^le,^y^qc9nd|tlqn ytWxs 






Kin' 3 ye3r 

oasis. This package is 
. an exceptional case." 
he said, because the 


and 2000, andrflOO million in 
military aid for the year 2001. , 
Muasher said the process in 
Congress will start in March 
and will take a while td be 
completed. It • gbesto ..the 


Jordanian Embassy is vuy 
active mi l he Hill hy talking tu 
members of the Congress irnlc- 
pendeni of the 

Administration's efforts. 

Muasher praised the Clinton 
Administration lor pressing 
Congress to approve the aid 
package tojordan. He said this 
was part of the Wye agreement 
package, but the Clinton 
Administration acted swiftly to 
have the Jordanian part sepa- 
rate from the Wye. 

The Wye River 
Memorandum supplemental 
aid package was sent to 
Capitol Hill along with the 
Fiscal Year 2000 budget pro- 
posal on February 1. 1999. 
This package contains money 
set aside for Israel, the 
Palestinians and Jordan, includ- 
ing SI .2 billion for Israel for its 
Wye commitments. Israel said 
it needs funding to move mili- 
tary bases and erect a new 
security infrastructure to 
replace the territorial huffier it, 
is vacating. The Palestinians 
will receive 5400 million over 
. the next five years, in addition 
, to the $100 million per year 
they ore currently receiving. 

' Jordan was originally supposed 
: to receive a total of $300 mil- 
lion over, the: next five years. 
“But we are trying to expe- Muasher said ‘President 
dite the process by working on . Clinton is talcing an extremely 
the Hill ' with the • supporting position and the US 
Administration ' .'to ensure is helping us with oth*r coun- 
Congressjonel approval." he : ; tries, including the C7coun- 



said, adding jthat the staff of 


tries on debt reduction. There 


is a concerted effort on a num- 
ber of fronts to support Jordan 
economically. These include 
efforts to get aid from the US, 
another is through reschedul- 
ing or reduction of Jordan's 
debt, iperease our aid from tlie 
Gulf states, particularly from 
Saudi Arabia and the Emirates, 
and trying • to Increase bur 
exports to the West Bank” 
When asked about the role 


Envoy Marwan Muashar (file photo) 

of the IMF, Muasher said the 
IMF has nothing to do with 
this aid package from the US. 
"The agreement with IMF has 
ended in 1998 and we agreed 
to. restructure and extend It for 
three years because we have 
not met alt the targets we were 
supposed to meet, due to the 
peace process and what hap- 
pened in the. lost three years," 
he said. 
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NORWEGIAN u.S. ASKS ISRAELI LOBBY 
PRIME |o PUSH FOR JORDAN AID 


MINISTER IN 


LOCAL NEWS 3 


Washington (DPA) - The Clinton adminis- 
tration and the government of Jordan 
Monday asked the pro-Israel lobby in 


A ML M AN TAltli Washington ro put irs considerable influ- 
WU Jfl 1^ I ||I t0 wor k in pushing through an emer- 

. ■ . _i »kn AAiiaenmanf rtf 



■The Arab Daily — Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Abrful-ilah Af-Khatib denied 
media reports alleging that Jordan has 
allowed an Israeli intelligence activity 
to operate in the Kingdom. 

These are mere illusions that are 
unworthy of any attention” the Minister 
said in a statement to Petra. 

Al-Khatib said Jordan's policy towards 
its Arab and Islamic brotherly nations 
has always been clearly declared. 
Regarding Iraq, the Minister said Jordan 
has called fora halt of the suffering of 


its people and for the preservation of 
Iraq's territorial integrity ami indepen- 
dence. 

Furthermore, the Minister asserted 
that Jordan has always called for Arab 
solidarity and has always encouraged 
the improvement of pan-Arab relations. 

Regarding Jordan's relations with 
Iran, the Minister said the government 
is keen to strengthen its relations with 
this brotherly Islamic state in ail fields 
for the wellbeing of the two nations. 


1} ence to work in pushing through an emer- 
f pney aid package for the government of 
Jordan. 

I • Aecirrant Cprretarv of State for Near East 


( ' Assistant Secretary of State for Near East Jordan's stagnant economy, has Increased since the Israeli-Jordar 
The Arab D.iilv -1 lie N.n wneiin Prim, xj- ■ ! Affairs Martin Indyk told a meeting of the the U.S. aid package for Jordan from 25 mil- been signed “we have 

* ^ _ nme Minisitisr Council for Public Affairs that the lion dollars a year to 300 million dollars, overcome the difficulti 

m Ainin.m today on an official visit to Jordan tv- members of the group who were going ro The White House has asked Congress to trade with the West B. 
which Ik- will lud d i.ilks vvilh Prime Ministttli 1 'Capitol Hill to lobby would help both Israel move quickly cm the aid money to give His level that would nc 
T.ir.iwi ifh .nid mlin |oid.minn officials TherA 1 and J ordan by su PP ortin S t,te u - s - emer ' Ma Jesty King Abdullah a running stan to fill Jordanian economy, bi 
.■XIH .U-.I 1.. Il.t iis I .„ ope s role In the * e * Ky aid m « uest for 300 million dollars t0 ,he P oliticil1 W left ** the dealh of ,he political attitudes ofpe 

IV nee process, .uni oilier regional issues aw'f 

between Jordan and **» M ETANYA HU P LAN S 

The Noiwegi.il i premier in on a regional tes^ ™ u ■ ■nil V 

look him to the Palestine National Author^: mm mmu Ml ■ ■■ Ml ■■ Wk.U wm. M UF 

TO VISIT SUNDAY 


Jordan. 

“It is in the interests of all who seek 
peace in the region to give support to 
Jordan at this critical moment. It is a fitting 
and lasting memorial to King Hussein's 
contribution to peace," Indyk said. 

The aid package, designed to shore up 
Jordan's stagnant economy, has increased 
the U.S. aid package for Jordan from 25 mil- 
lion dollars a year to 300 million dollars. 
The White House has asked Congress to 
move quickly on the aid money to give His 
Majesty King Abdullah a running stan to fill 
the political gap left by the death of the 


late King Hussein. 

Jordan's ambassador the United States. 
Marwan Mouasher, also asked the group to 
use its influence with the Israeli govern- 
ment to increase trade berween Jordan, the 
West Bank and Israel. 

Mouasher said that in the four years 
since the Israeli-Jordan peace treaty has 
been signed “we have not been able to 
overcome the difficulties to increase our 
trade with the West Bank and Israel to a 
level that would nor only help the 
Jordanian economy, but would help the 
political attitudes of people toward pence." 


MUHYIDDIN 

RECEIVES 

SAUDI 

DELEGATION 


The. Arab Daily — Director of Public 
Security Major General Nasouh Muhyiddin 
met Monday with a Saudi delegation of 
the Interior Ministry and the Ministry 
Social Affairs who are on an official visit to 
Jordan for talks on bilateral security coop- 
eration. 

Muhyiddin told die delegation that 
Jordan's has always welcomed coopera- 
tion with Arab States on public security 
affairs since the security of each nation is 
an integral pstn of the security the Region 
ns a whole. 

The Saudi delegation commended the 
Kingdom’s public security force and 
expressed hope for stranger cooperation 
ties in the future. 


UPPER 

HOUSE 

PASSES 

LAWS 

The Arab Daily — The Upper House of 
Parliament held an ordinary session 
Monday chaired by Speaker Zaid Rifoi and 
attended by Prime Minister Faye* 
Tarawneh and cabinet members. 

The House endorsed the temporary 
professional license law for the year 1979, 
and the electricity law for the year 1997. 
The House also approved a recommenda- 
tion by the Lower House joint committee 
which states that Jordan needs to main- 
tain a high investment quota of not less 
than 30% of the gross national income in 
order to reach its desired economic 
growth, and thus a bigger dependence on 
local. Arab and International private 
investments. 



PARLIAMENTARIANS: 

. Newisyhau plans to travel to 

D B Cl E Dl EE H 4 * ft ED Amman Sunday for talks with 

" Im. DIvVEIl King Abdullah, a senior Israeli 

ROLE IN WORLD BEM?-™: 

Sunday," the close aide to 

The Arab Daily — Pnrlmiiieiiurinns Itniu IT npincni .is well ns fruitful cooperate!!' Netanyahu told AFP. He said 
countries opened their meetings in the Vienna .ill n.iiiniiMil i lie world. . Israel was waiting for filial 

Monday to prepare for the luiemalinn.il At a press o inference following ih*. confirmation of the meeting 
Parliament ui y meeting to beheld iii New Yuif. in Maj.ili si lessecl tile importance of »'• from the Royal Palace in 
I he year 2(Hlf). ium.it meetings as a tciriliil for Amman. 

The meeting aims to strengthen Kuipm.iiinii issues aiul concerns. Me said “ilwset- Israel radio said Netanyahu 
ties between the liiternuliiiual P.iili.iinmiiai v seive lo inlorin the international flT-' would be accompanied by 
Union and the United Nations. the issues of our part of the wortir Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon, 

Speaker of the Upper House nl Parliament allow them to assume a larger rok*^ The Israeli leaders are anx- 
Abdul-lladi Al-Majali who is taking pan in the them". lous to cement good ties with 

meeting spoke in the opening session, (.tiling Hie Inieinatioiinl Padiamenwjlk- the 37-year-old King following 
mi the Union to create a formula fin following in its membership some l3ficovnW ; the death of his father, the 
lip on issues of 'public uiul huinauitaii.iu uuuein to si lengthen its role as jii late King Hussein, 

around the world. anil to assume deeper rosponsibi*' Netanyahu met King 

Majali stressed on such Issues as peac e, peace, development and democrat)*'-- Abdullah briefly in Amman 
democracy, public freedoms, sei in it y and ilevel- wmld. February 8 while attending 

— - .. Hussein's funeral and the 

ILTAJIs TOURISM WILL BE NUMB! 

ONE EXPORT INDUSTRY BY 

g i be Arab Dully - A workshop for ^^icrov/n princl 0 " ^ ^ 
management and ti.dntiig opened But thar mee . 

in it, operation between the M " , 'n t ^wfe w,led when King Hussein was 
the Swiss Institute for Development and \ hiihed home horn unsuccess- 

’ w »r r . ( f u'ir's 1 lreatment i" the 

a national policy Ibr its ^' Netanyahu praised King 

CUnhard lYeeck of Switzerland, 




The Arab Daily -- Parliamentarians liom l r i 
countries opened their meetings in the Vienna 
Monday to prepare for the hiiemaliun.il 
Parliamentaiy meeting to be held m New Y«nk in 
the year 20(10. 

The meeting aims to stieitgtheii i<uipri.iii<iii 
ties between the Inlernalioual i'ailiaiiKiuaiv 
Union and the United Nations. 

Speaker of the Upper House »'l Parliament 
Abtlul-1 laili Al-Majali who is taking pan in the 
meeting spoke in the opening session, (ailing 
nu the Union tn create a formula fin following 
up on issues of public aiul liuiuaiiilaii.m concern 
around the world. 

Majali stressed on such issues as peace, 
demnciacy, public freedoms, senility and devel- 


opment as well as fruitful cooperate!” 
all nations nl the world. 

At .i pi ess umlerencc following if. 
Majali siiessed the importance of 
liuii.it meetings as a forum for 
issues aiul concents. He said Thrift 
seive to inlorin the international W- 
lli«* issues of our part of the wfiriir 
allow them to assume a larger role ** 
them". 

The Inieinatioiinl I'arliameiitaty U-- 
in ils membership some 136 cooitW-’ 
to stieiiglhen its role as jii intefiuik- . ■ 
and to assume deeper responsibi^ 
peace. develnpniLiii and democracy^ 
wni Irl. 


BILTAJI: TOURISM WILL BE NUMB!! 


praised 

former 



■MRRi 






i.omaro rreecn oi ■ 

the workshop, said Jordan has. 3 ” 
potential and that tourism lu-thfi 
well become a major employer • I 

and regional economic development* ■ i 

However he said the on *y 
ity of enough trained staff to ; 

this industry. •' • 

Minister of Tourism Aqel Bdgl 
rently represents the secopd-pBjo^^ 
Jordan. How^r.hejjolntefjou H ^ 
are underway to upgrade “ltd 
all its related field>. 

become tlie number oheex^ffW^., 
2001 - 2002 . ,. • ' 


officer with little politl- 
diplomatic experience, 
tbeir conversation 
1me«l. "I see 
- & Abdll,, ah as a very open 
pi warm-hearted person, 
wtneone who strongly resem- 
Sn "« f aiher, and I have no 
goto* he will follow in his 
»rs footsteps,'’ he said. 

i fmanyahu said the young 
‘hanked him and the 
People for their expres- 
Ws of love and condolence 
death of King Hussein 


RAMZI E. KHOURY 



THE EQUIVALENT of our lyad Qattan at the PNA, Haul Masri, also 
holds Qattan's title of 'director* at a department carrying the same 
name: The Press and Publications Department, and it is no cofnd- 
dence. 

In an interview with UPl the day before yesterday Masri suggested 
tliat the Palestinian press law is democratic because “it is mostly 
taken from the Jordanian Press and Publications I .aw of 1993." 

Although we wish wc could backtrack to our '93 press law that 
didn't cany sonic of wliat we 'enjoy' today, we have news for Mr. 
Masri. Any law that is remotely similar to Jordan's 93 press law, mind 
you a copy of it. is far from democratic. 

Known as the “Ten Taboos Law," its articles resulted in over a hun- 
dred cases raised by die govern mem against journalists, ami 500 
raised against publications between the beginning orvj and the end 
of 961 The ten tahuos prohibited journalists Hum publishing news 
touching on many state depart meats and inst inn ions, thus curbing 
journalists Ihuii monitoring and publicizing issues regarding govern- ^ 
mem pcrfbi malice, human rights and mine. 

Mr. Masri's remarks to the press included that die “I'.ileslinian 
opposition, which used to criticize the law previously, is now 
demanding its implementation because il recognizes .some of (is pos- 
itives." h seems that not only did the PNA burrow Jordan's 93 press 
law but also the olticial statements that came along with it. 

The aforementioned law. along with the one we have now, is there 
to ensure that the public knows only what the government deems 
good lor them. Nothing more is so IMG BROTHER! 

The Palestinians have a great opportunity as ihcy create their state. 
They can make it truly democratic from the outset. If they need to 
borrow I ram Jordan and oilier Arab states, they should he Very selec- 
tive. 

One Jo i dan ian governmental concept (which did not seethe light) 
that the PNA is encouraged to copy and implement is the abolish- 
ment of the Ministry of Information, and with it. its Tress and 
Publications Department and of course the infamous ‘Press The 
Publications law.' 
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and suggested the two meet. Will also coincide, with cam- : his Image as a peacemaker ot • 

soon for a substaa J;dl,c^ ' palgalag fbr geheral elections time when the. p«« process 

sloll In Israel next May and could with the Palestinians, Is again 

Netanyahu's trip to Amman help theprime minister polish ' deadlocked.. 
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MAKING A SYMBOL 




As a precautionary 
several bombings dmj-' - 
American embassies 

ihe US Embassy In . Barr y, Christopher Dickey 

extra reinforced LcV i ne 

premises. nve< r [ c h, educated, devout. 

"The Security dBng 8 «O 0sai ^ a Ben Laden had every- 
undertaking come afa 5,0 thingj how did he become the 
that took place last Aypsife . most-wanted man? A 
Tanzania," an OfHdil s&jLjweek investigation, 
said, adding that “the iSir guest has gone missing," read 
arc dividing the streu diEJb. 13 message from the Taleban, 
nently installed." HesaidfeL | S Uniic fundamentalists who rule 
live measures were «^Paiiistan. “We did not order him to 
State Department w do not know where he has 

These measures caKhto." And so was added one more 
military operations ipaEery to the life of Osama Ben 
August 7, 1998 bon%i&n, a devout Muslim from one of 
Embassies in NalraWtoflAdchest families in Saudi Arabia, a 
Salam-Tanzania, the topfcnted civil engineer, an agronomist, 
U.S. air strikes in JUjtr^brave war hero. And the world's 
Sudan, and the apprehar-iyist-wanied man. In a federal indict- 
believed to have bceicftflt in New York last November. Ben 
U.S Embassy bombinp. TbWen, with “others known and 
lor retaliatory acts ytwmown,” was charged with bombing 
interests overseas flHnr-aK American embassies in Nairobi and 
according to the officii !fr « Salaam last August-incidents 


OF TERROR 
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nently installed." HesiHfe 
live measures were st^ 
State Department in 
These measures ca«h) 
military operations ipa 
August 7, 1998 tomSpi 
Embassies in Nairobi^ 
Salam-Tanzania, (he bp 


Member! off Iho Sonata offffor Iholr condolences to Hor Mfesfy Quean Noor 


according to the offinl 


ENJOY VENUS TONIGH 


The Arab Daily — 
Jordanians can enjoy a 
bright view of Jupiter and 
Venus in the western 
skies of the Kingdom 
tonight, one of the plan- 
ets rare phenomena. 

According to calcula- 
tions by the National 
Center for Meteorology 
the orbits of Jupiter and 
Venus will intersect in the 
Pisces asterism In the 
Western skies directly 
after sunset this after- 
noon. The two planets 
will set at 7:35 p.rn. local 
time. 

The phenomenon is 
astronomically interesting 
since the two solar sys- 
tem planets will be so 
bl ight even to the normal 
sky gazer and to the 
naked eye. 

Venus, the third bright- 
est planet moved into 
conjunction on October 
30th, last year, that is 
when the sun was in the 
same line between Venus 
and Earth. Since then it 
continued to appear 
brighter and brighter, and 
the process continues. On 
August 23rtl, Venus will 
be in its closest point to 
Earth, and that is when it 
will be in its brightest and 
most visible status. 









jtyt killed more than 220 people. Ttoo 
'belts after the bombings, 80 cruise 
itelles launched from seven American 
ttthips hit Ben Laden's camps in 
IgMnistan, and an alleged chemical- 
ttapons factory of his in Sudan; the 
trike was the largest military action 
|wr taken by a state against a private 

I Ben Laden survived. And in 
j cities of the Islamic world, 
hundreds of thousands of 
i disaffected equally by the 
rogant nations of the West 
wnweak, corrupt states, his 
w. Ben Laden, says Omar 
immad, leader of an Islamic 
work based in London, has 
he symbol of resistance to 

United States arid its allies, 
is a symbol of a rather dif- 
d: of borderless terrorism, 
tot the slightest doubt," CIA 
ieorge Tenet told a Senate 
■ this month, “that Osama 
, his worldwide allies and his 
rers are planning further 
ainst us." In a manhunt since 
i bombings, about 80 Islamic 
with alleged ties to Ben 
* been rounded up. This is a 
bal operation: in January, 
[hans with Italian passports 
eri up in Malaysia, while an 
n couple and a Jordanian 
Jped at the border between 

end of last week, American 
'peari officials thought that 
® was still in Afghanistan, 
uding in a remote part of the 
outside Taleban control. But 
cns tale reveals almost as 
>utthe hunters as the hunted. 
5 sense in which he was made 
't twice 0vef : once by the tur- 
the modem Islamic world; 
those in Washington who 
convenient to have a master- 
jvoridwide terror. "Who is Ben 
*no made him a hero?" asks 


Adel Abdul Bari, a London lawyer who 
represents Ayman A! Zawahiri, a fugi- 
tive close ro Ben Laden. “It was the . 
Americans.” A six-month Newsweek 
investigation details hoy/ that hap- 
pened. 

Osama Ben Laden was born in the 
mid-1950s - the precise year is unclear 
• to one of the leading families in Saudi 
Arabia. The family's patriarch, 
Mohammad Ben Laden, had moved 
into the kingdom from Yemen and 
gradually built' up Saudi Arabia's 
largest construction company. From 
the 1950s on, the Saudis bought a ver- 
sion of modernity - hospitals, schools, 
roads - by pouring concrete. And on 
the back of royal patronage, the Ben 
Ladens got fabulously rich in the 
process. 

Osama's mother was one of the last 
and least regarded of his father's many 
wives. So Osama was one of the 
youngest of around 50 children sired 
by Mohammad, whose brother and 
business partner was Father to about 
50 more - the Ben Laden family net- 
work is not small. Mohammad died in 
1967; Osama, with little status in the 
family, turned to Cod; his elder broth- 
er Abdul Aziz remembers the young 
Osama as tall (he is now six feet five 
Inches), thin and very religious. There 
have been rumors that in the 1970s, 
like many rich Arabs. Osama was a 
playboy in either London or Beirut. 
That is almost certainly false; he 
speaks poor English and no French, 
and seems to have been pious since he 
was a small child. 

Ben Laden's faith was burnished at 
King Abdul Aziz University in Jedda 
about twenty years ago. The university, 
with an atmosphere of freewheeling 
Islamic thought, was for a while home 
to two Arabs who would later play a 
prominent role in Afghanistan; Ben 
Laden, and a noted teacher who Influ- 
enced him, Sheikh Abdullah Azzam. A 
Palestinian, Azzam personified the 
intertwined worlds of Arab politics and 
religion; once a confidant of Yasser 
Arafat, he had become disenchanted 


proud Soviet military was rotten to the 
core. But perhaps above all. the 
Americans unwittingly made a rod for 
their own back. The Reagan adminis- 
tration backed Islamic rebels against 
the Russians. The policy was straight- 
forward. “This was to be a struggle of 
Islam versus evil," says Robert Oakley, 
.who was on the staff of the National 
Security Council at the time. In propa- 
ganda operations. Washington turned 
those who fought the Soviets into 
heroes and encouraged religious 
young Arab's to take up arms against 
the ungodly. 

The plan succeeded all too well. By 
the time Soviet troops left Afghanistan 
in 1989, a cohort of bloodied, well- 
armed, Islamic soldiers were ready to 
be unleashed, like some medieval 
plague, on an unsuspecting world. It is 
out of that group - the Arab Afghans - 
that the terrorist cadres of the world 
have been drawn. And by the end of 
the Afghan war, Ben Laden was ready 
to become the leader of many oF them. 

In one version of the story. Ben 
Laden went to Afghanistan almost 
immediately after the invasion, then 
returned to Saudi Arabia and raised 
money for the cause. (Easy to do; 
among rich Saudis, giving to 
Afghanistan was almost a duty.) 
Certainly, by the mid-1980s by which 
time Israeli Intelligence had noticed 
Ben Laden's skills • both Azzain and 
Ben Laden were in Peshawar, Pakistan, 
that dun-brown, gun-mad city where 
CIA agents, pukka Pakistani Army offi- 
cers, Afghani tribesmen and religious 
zealots from the gulf got ready for bat- 
tle. Across the border, the shivering 
teen-agers of the poor bloody Russian 
infantry didn't know what they'd 
walked into. 

At first, Ben Laden was a logistics 
man, funding and building schools and 
shelters for refugees in Pakistan, using 
his family's contacts and expertise In 
the construction business. His reputa- 
tion grew; in an environment where 
i you counted your fingers after shaking 
i hands with someone, he was honest, 
modest, respectful and able. In the 
L mid-1980s he had moved into 
; Afghanistan itself, building roads and 
i tunneling hideouts For the advancing 
r mujahedin. In 1984, Ben Laden con- 
i tributed to an organization that Azzam 



Ararat, nc imu uciu.i.s — — , — r , _ .u 

with the corruption of the Palestine set up to proselytize for the Afghan 

Liberation Organiiation. Islam, he! cure. ■ 


said, needed to go back to its roots, to 
a jihad against the unbelievers.- In 
December 1979, far from the PLO's 
long war with Israel, such a struggle 
unexpectedly presented itself. 

The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan Is 
one of those episodes whose signifi- 


The Maktab Al Khidamat (MAK). or 
Services Office, acted as a sort of 
recruiting center and clearinghouse for 

Islamic charities worldwide. 

• indeed, the MAK had offices in both - 
Detroit and Brooklyn, and Its recruit- 
ing effort was encouraged by the 


cance looms larger with the passing of Reagan administration. • . 

rime a bit likeThe work of World Vftr 'ttars later. In the 1998 .ndict.nent, 
U^code breakers! In America, the MAK would be Identified as the 

Afghanistan revived bid fears pf tte j: toot d f a supposed 

Soviets and hence helped pave : the ; acy against the interests of the United 

way for Ronald Reagan's 

Eventually, the war revealed that the by the blind Shelkli Omar , . 


Abdul Rahman and those who 
bombed the World Trade Center in 
1993.) 

But that was in the future; in the 
mid-1980s. Ben Laden and the 
Americans both wanted to kill 
Russians. Gradually. Ben Laden moved 
from logistics to fighting. He fought 
well; the Russians reportedly put a 
price on his head. Ben Laden's forces, 
says an Israeli who watched them, 
"were crazy brave." 

They needed to be, because they 
were about to be tested as never 
before. After the Soviets left in early 
1989, the mujahedin and Arab volun- 
teers advanced on Jalalabad, intending 
to capture a major city and initiate the 
collapse of the pro-Moscow govern- 
ment. The town was strongly defend- 
ed; but. encouraged by a US-backed 
Pakistani leadership that wanted an 
Afghan government it cOilld control, 
the mujahedin attacked. And they 
were butchered. In a battle like some- 
thing out of the Bible - but more mur- 
derous • wave after wave pf Arab 
Afghans were mown down. Ben Laden, 
whose forces attacked the airport, was 
wounded by .shrapnel. Soon his com- 
rade and mentor Azzam was dead. 
Azzam had made many power fill ene- 
mies in the Islamic world; one Friday, 
as Azzain walked to prayer in 


family business and. in what seems to 
have been a continuation of the MAK, 
he founded a welfare organization for 
Afghan vets, who were soon volunteer- 
ing for duty in Bosnia, Chechnya, 
Somalia, the Philippines - wherever 
Muslims took up a gun against the Infi- 
del. Ben Laden was looking for a cause. 

In 1990, Saddam Hussein gave him 
one. After Iraq invaded Kuwait, and 
threatened Saudi Arabia, Ben Laden 
offered to defend the kingdom. To his 
horror, the royal family instead allowed 
Americans - Infidels - to do the job, 
polluting the land of Islam's two holy 
places with coed parties and Madonna 
tapes. By now, Ben Laden was a popu- 
lar figure in Saudi Arabia; when his 
opposition to the alliance with the 
Americans became known, he was con- 
fined to Jedda. In April 1991, he left: 
Saudi Arabia and by 1992 was in 
Khartoum, the capital of Sudan. Pretty 
soon, so was everyone else. 

Khartoum in the early 1990s was like 
Casablanca in 1941. Spies abounded - 
American, British, Israeli, Egyptian, So 
did those they were meant to be spy- 
ing upon - disaffected . Arab Afghans. 

■ radical Egyptian Islamists, Somali war- 
lords. At least in American eyes, Ben 
Laden’s time in Sudan was pivotal. He 
had arrived iti Khartoum as a critic of 
’ the United States, albeit one who had 

fought on. the; “American" side In the 


a* fwpiiKi ™ r: f . . luugm vi". i- ■ — , 

Peshawar, a bombi blew him and hi$ Afghan:. War. He left the Sudan in the 
two sons to bits. , • - 'j , $prihg 6f 1996, by which time he had 

Ben Laden went home, perhaps With .been Identified in a State Department 
the cynicism and sense of betrayal jbf report as "a ntqjor financier of terror-: 
vets from the Punlc wars to J . Vietnam. ism." What happened? : _ 

Back In Saudi Arabia,, lie Joined the Go to Page 3p 
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CONGRESS, LEADS CAMPAh^^l^PR^ thIar ab daIlv - ^ 

NOT TO DECLARE INDEPENDENT STATE IN MAY " 


23, 1999 


ARAB tfkw£~7 


C ongress is leading a strong cam- 
paign to pressure President 
Yasser Arafat not to declare a 
Palestinian slate on May 4, 1999. 

According tn Congressional 
sources, the two resolutions intro- 
duced fast week in both the US House 
and Senate expressing “congressional 
opposition to the unilateral declara- 
tion of a Palestinian state” and urging 
the President to oppose such a decla- 
ration have quickly gained a number 
of cosponsors. 

A spokesman For Senator Sam 
Brown back who introduced the reso- 
lution on Feb. 4. toltl the Arab Daily 
the support for the resolution is get- 
ting stronger on a daily basis with the 
current number of cosponsors in the 
Senate standing at 43. and the House 
at 125. In the Senate, the resol uck 
was introduced v(ijh_ .4-2'^IJgmaj 
cosponsors, and in 


from MUNIR NASSER 

Chlel Correspondent 
tn Washington 


original cosponsors. 


ly shifting irs attention from 
Washington to individual districts 
across the United States as members 
of Congress return home for the 
President's Day recess. In an action 
alert to its members and supporters. 
AIPAC urged them to speak or meet 
with their senators and representa- 
tives about “the threats posed by a 
unilateral declaration of statehood.” 
The alert also urged its members to 
call members of Congress and ask 
them “to cosponsor these crucial res- 
olutions.” 

A similar action alert was sent out 
by the National Association of Arab 
ier icTffis^iMA) to irs members and 
iyjl|Wi|ffR wging them “to express 
Concern over the anti- 
itmianjitatehood resolutions.' 1 A 


In his intmductiuir pfTlie «f)bTttVman for NAAA told the Arab 

. «i. 


- ■1'wi'Hwvnuir yi iiiw. 

tion. Senator Brownbuek'saifl ^ uni 
lateral declaration of Palestinian 
statehood would be grievous viola- 
tion of the Oslo accords and the 
United States should not recognize 
any such declaration." He added rhat 
“it must be made clear to Yasser 
Arafat that he cannot hold the peace 
process hostage to the harmful threat 
of a unilateral dedaration-nor can lie 
exact a price for agreeing to not 
declare statehood. Our role is key in 
this matter, and the president must 
forcefully articulate this position." 

The Arab Daily lias learned the 
major Anierican-lsraeli lobbying orga- 
nization AIPAC is leading a concerted 
campaign to pressure Congress to 
pass this resolution. AIPAC is current- 


Daily that these resolutions are 
cloaked in language that implies sup- 
port for the peace process. “The two 
resolutions are in reality a blatant 
move to prevent the Palestinians from 
declaring a Palestinian state without 
prior Israeli approval,” said NAAA 
President Khalil Jalishan in the action 
alert. According to Jalishan, 
“Congress has not hesitated to accepr 
the unilateral Israeli annexation of 
East Jerusalem by undertaking legisla- 
tive initiatives’ proclaiming that an 
undivided Jerusalem is the capital of 
Israel. Congressional interference in 
the peace process, which invariably 
supports Israel at the expense of the 
Palestinians, is a disservice to the 
United States and to the cause of the 



MUBARAK VISITS ITALY, GERMANY 
TO URGE A GREATER ROLE IN MIDEAST 


CAIRO (R) - Egyptian 

President Hosni Mubarak left 
. on Monday for Rome, the first 
*: stop on a three-day tour that 
includes Germany, airport 
'^'sources said. Mubarak is 
"'expected to urge Europe to 
Ijwume a greater role in Middle 
peace efforts. “A main 
lEuropean political role is need- 
M. at this stage," Foreign 
Minister Amr Mussa told 
reporters on Saturday. He said 
fttbarak would also discuss 
-i's partnership negotia- 
s with the European Union 
and the Kosovo crisis. 
ia said Mubarak would try 
:pt»h forward negotiations 
it- have lasted more than a 
if on a partnership agrce- 
jt between Egypt and the 
'Several points remain to be 
fed. including export quo- 
^|£S, for Egyptian agricultural 
^products. Mubarak is due to 
|,.'.iirjve in Germany, which holds 
r (he rotating presidency of the 
v: European Union, today. 



Igyptlan President Hosni Mubarak (L) shakes hands with his Italian center- 
part, Oscar Luigi Scalfaro Yesterday In Rome, during their meeting at the 
Qulrlnale Palace. Mubarak Is in Rome for a three-day visit. 


PALESTINIANS TO BLOCK ATTACKS 
ON ISRAEL — MORDECHAI 


German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder (R) shakes hands with Arafat In Bonn on W 


Arab-lsraeli peace." 

Last week, Secretary of Slate 
Madeleine Albright made it dear ti» a 
Palestinian delegation in Washington 
that she is opposed to all unilateral 


actions including a iiiiil.iu-i.il i(i-« f.n ,i- 
linii of si. it elii mil |>v tin 1 Pali'Miniiins. 
A State l.lepaiiiueiil sumcc mid the 
Arab Daily that 

il Aral.it is tu go ahead and dcclaie 


an independent stale w- 
wmild be a completed^" 
declares a stale. 
ensure that Netanyahu 
eil," he said. 


SCHROEDER PLEDGES 
CONTINUED AID TO PALESTINIANS 


US, PNA AGREE TO EXP* 
BILATERAL RELATION! 


BONN Germany (AP) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat said Monday he was 
ready to discuss his plan to 
unilaterally declare a 
Palestinian state, the latest 
sign he may back off a May 
target date. 

“We are very concerned 
to ensure that we talk with 
our friends about this ques- 
tion," the Palestinian leader 


said after meeting 
Chancellor Gerhard 

Schroeder in Bonn. 

With Mideast peacemak- 
ing stalled. Schroeder said 
the Palestinians have a right 
to their own stale "in prin- 
ciple,” but he called for 
renewed diplomacy for the 
moment. 

“We both agree that it 
will be essential to bring 



about close consultation 
within Europe and between 
Europe and the United 
States on this point," 
Schroeder told reporters. 
"That will certainly happen 
in the weeks and months 
ahead.” 

Arafat lias suggested he 
would declare statehood on 
May 4. the end of a five-year 
autonomy period spelled 


peace 


Masked 
PalGftlnlans 
brandish mack 
weapons and 
rip apart a 
bannar por- 
traying .Israeli 
and Turkish 
flag* during q. 
demonstration' 
In support of. • 
Kurdish leader 
Abdullah 
0*alan, an ' 

Monday, In the 
West Bank city ' 
•f Nablus. 


AFP PHOTO 


out in the Oslo 
accord with Israel. 

But Western and Arab 
nations are pressing Arafat 
to hold off because they 
worry it would worsen 
peace prospects with Israel, 
which holds elections on 
May 17. 

Schroeder pledged that 
Germany would continue to 
make “a significant contri- 
bution" to aiding ihc 
Palestinians. 

He also said lie told 
Arafat that Germany “very 
Strongly supports activities 
of German firms active in 
the Palestinian areas." 

Gennady is the 
Palestinians’ • biggest 
European aid donor, and 
Carman industrial giant 
Sleeps played a leading 
■' -role ■ .-In.- ,■ • . building a 


nr* 

1 : 


■ i - ■ —"“'"S a ■ 

; Palestinian airport in Gaza. !. 

" : diWr 'b^***' .'quoted 
_as -savin^he hopes 
“that there’ Wil) be jolqt veil- ' 


tures between German, 
Palestinian and Israeli com- 
panies in the near future." 


he United SMii-s and the IMk-sliui.m 
Nntlmi.il Am I unity (I’NA) ogict’il to 
expand I iil.it mal u-l.iii.iii*. in a series 

I nf meetings held in Washington this week. 
Ilie I JS-P.rlf.iini.Hi Hll.iiei.il Gunmissluu 

Was hoslt-i I at the Male Dep.inineul by 
Assistant Seuei.iivn| State Maiiln Imlyk 
fill a high level I'liiesliiij.in delegation 
headed by Malum md Aldus (Aim Mazeit), 
niemlK-r of the 110 l.Mviiiiv'c (jnuinUliT. 
Tlio delegation also im. link'd S.iel> Ftekiii, 
chief Palest 1 1 linn negotiator and 
Niibil Shaath. Mlnistci of . .. • . ’ . 
Imbnutiunal Giopei.it ion. iW'-Jl.C*' 

A source at the State depart- V...V - * ' 
ment told the Arab Daily that 
the two sides reviewed priorities of the US 
Assistance to the Palestinians and dis- 
cussed expanding bilateral trade and pro- 
moting American investment in the West 
Bank bod Gaza. Tlio source also said that 
Bilateral Dunmisslon discussed cultural 
exchange programs, luw enforcement and 
other legal issues. 

According to the source, this meeting 
was held to 'address mutual issues of con- 
cern and is not a Ibnim related to the 
Jicace process. “Tills is almost what we t)Q 
with adier states, like discussing bilateral 
Issues as opposed to die peace" process." . 
The Bilateral Commission wis established 


TEI. AVIV (R| • Former Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai said on Monday 
the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) had 
decided to prevent guerrilla attacks against 
Israel in the run-up to the May general elec- 
tion. 

Mordechai. fired last month for plotting an 
• ncctoral challenge against Prime Minister 
Jenyainin Netanyahu, said Palestinian lead- 
•‘:frs made the position dear in contacts with 
'jM* after the Wye River land-for-semrity deal 
^fcfoke down in December/lt will be very dif- 

10 pu ‘ i*,"** ,,roctsa 

c..™*- 1998. TkP'PV ' .. 0 track l‘ fan atCack ,s perpetrated 


Mordechai, a centrist candidate for 
i.ntucrsiilp mlniSter ' C0,d visitin * ,eaders of US 

,[ H . p-|lu.slini<Hi Audwiiiy^ 1 ^- ,n ®° U V S - are clever enough to — .... - r 

rSRAEL I W/irRPLA I Z B O L L A H 

STRONGHOLDS 


Commission Is "to 
pailne 


1111 I |iikn« ' 

stnictiiicd fomi 
issues or niuiual concemsn _ 
assistance to tlie Palesdnhni 
nnhcsnuroc. 
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twoskte^ 
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Jerusalem by U* 
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protested ilie opening 0 '- 
Dennis Ross. th« !£,. 

peace envoy, to 

prevent the PNA'^Jert«i« 

ikrima Sabri, 1 

the Old City's -Musi 

Aqsa Mosque 
this issue 

. talks beW?«n#*H 


understand that now, in the time of the elec- 
tion, if some of them make a mistake land fail 
to prevent an attack| it will... damage the 
whole agreement. And they decided to wait 
a Tew mouths and to see what will happen.” 

Asked about Mordechai’s comments, Nabil 
Amr, an adviser to Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat, denied any link between Israeli 
elections and the PNA's commitment to inter- 
im deals with Israel. 

"The Palestinians have been strongly com- 
mitted to all aspects of Wye or other deals 
whether there were elections or not we have 
a steady polity to implement our (security] 
commitments," Amr told Reuters.A string of 
suicide bombings by Islamists three months 
before the last election in 1996 helped the 


right-wing Netanyahu ernne from 20 points 
behind In the polls to defeat peace an hired 
Shiinon tores. 

Netanyahu has since signed two interim 
accords with the Palestinians but his tough 
negotiating positions have driven relations 
with the Palestinians from crisis to crisis. 

Palestinian leaders viewed Mordechai as a 
relative moderate in Netanyahu's cabinet and 
said when he was sacked that the last chan- 
nel of communication with the government 
had been severed. Israel agreed to withdraw 
front more of the West Bank in the US-bro- 
kered Wye agreement reached last October 
but halted the handover of land in December, 
citing alleged Palestinian peace violations. 


i tiruma-rii ae«.™ ■ 


LEBANON 


tion. 


P' l Dp A) - Israeli warplanes carried out a series of raids 
j -. Monday against suspected pro-Iranian Hizbollah strongholds 
•In south Lebanon, police sources said. 

•- In three consecutive raids, two Israeli jets fired five alr-to- 
’■ ^und missiles on a valley near Jabal Al Bottom, east of the 
-port city of T^re. 

■J* planes were confronted by Hizbollah's anti-aircraft 
k Thp * Wl ^ 104lt scoring hits, the sources said. 

P -'TH ^ 3S 00 ’ mmed ' ate word on casualties. 
r ; no« - ^ cat11e a ^ ter Muslim guerrillas attacked an Israeli 
' ns ' de t ^ ie occupied border zone, the sources 

foth!? 0 ^ 8 * 1 !" a statement claimed responsibility for the 
fori! Said "k infl ' cted casualties among the ranks of the 

E ^y-^he Israeli-backed South Lebanon Army (SLA) radio 
on said the attack did not cause any casualties and thpt at 
ten mort ar shells landed around the Baliaar position. ; ; 
fe'rd estab,ished the border enclave in l 985 to curb cross- 
f^rfes Cr 8Uerd ^ a loRitration attempts into its northern territo- 


KwwaHI lirfamaflan Mlnlrtar Yaasni Mohammad. 
al-Banlt (R) ma«H farMor franfan Praddent Akhar 
Ha*koual»RcrfsaN[aal Yesltrday la Tahraa feT talks 
Am Mlaftaral mldffaii*. 
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Yemen denies link between 
suspects and Ben Laden 


ABU DHABI (R) — A senior Yemeni official said in remarks pub- 
lished on Monday that Yemeni groups on trial in the Arab state 
on charges of sabotage were not linked to Saudi dissident 
Osama Ben Laden. “Ben Laden had no relationships with anyone 
in Yemen," Al Ittihad daily quoted Yemen's Deputy Prime 
Minister Abdul Qader Bagamm.il as saying. “Those who spread 
such reports know they are not correct." he said. Some Western 
reports had said that Ben Laden lived in exile in Yemen and then 
Sudan before moving tn Afghanistan. But Yemeni authorities 
denied tire reports saying that the Saudi Arabian multi-million- 
aire had not lived in nr even used the country as a transit point. 


Lebanese speaker refuses 

to meet Irpql FM 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The speaker of the Lebanese parliament, Nahili 
Berri, refused to meet with Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Said Al Saiiluf on Monday following the murder of a lop Shiite 
Muslim cleric in Iraq, officials said. Berri, a Shiite, cancelled his 
planned meeting with Salihaf because of the assassination of 
Ayatollah Mohammad Sndck Al Sadr, the government ulTicinls 
said. Sources close to Berri, head of the pro-Syrian Shiite Amal 
movement, told AFP that the meeting w.is cancelled because lie 
was "busy." The Shiite cleric .uni his two sons weie killed Friday 
in Iraq’s Shiiro holy city of Najnf. leading m a wave of rioting in 
Iraq which opposition groups say luis been lum ally suppressed 
hv Imqi security forces. 


Opposition SBY5, tin.ht.iafl 

In Iraq widespread 


TEHRAN <R) — The Iran-bused Iraqi opposition said «>n Monday 
that the assassination in Iraq last week of a leading Shiite 
Muslim clerk hail touched utr widespread unrest and 3U0 pe<» 
pie had been killed in tile capital Baghdad. “In the biggest dis 
trict of li.ighd.id, which is mostly Shiite. 30U people have been 
killed in the last two or three days," Abtrl Nassau Al Salalt, a 
spokesman for the Shiile-hased Supreme Council for the Islamic 
Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI), told reporters. He said clashes 
between the majority Shiites and Iraqi security forces were con- 
tinuing and the city of Nasiriyah, southeast of Baghdad, was no 
longer in government hands. 

Hie reports could not be independently confirmed. 


Nv remains fqund y.<M 
In Alwerlff.'g svspestsri nwa Brnye 


ALGIERS (R) - Algerian authorities said on Monday that rescue 
workers were still excavating a suspected mass grave near 
Algiers but had not yet found the remains of any bodies in it 
"The civilian rescue organization service wants to make clear 
that its workers, helped by the security forces, are continuing 
the research but no body has been found until now." the gov- 
ernment-controlled organization said in a statement, without 
giving further derails. 


H I zb pU.flh.s.qJla_l&i:. J h.e.rfi kfl.g.g. 


flULakanaga. ilftlflina&aJa lm.a 




BEIRUT <DPA) — A pro-Iranian Hizbollah deputy called Monday 
for the release, of Lebanese nationals detained, in jails In Iraq 
Abdullah Kassir called bn Lebanese officials to work on gaining 
the release of Lebanese prisoners from Iraqi jails during their 
meetings with visiting |ra<qi Foreign Minister Mohammad Saeed 
Al Sahaf. Sahaf had made promises to former Lebanese Foreign 
Minister pqres Bbuelz, Kassir said during a press conference 
Kassir gave the names of eight Lebanese who have been held ’ 
Iraq ror .several iyears 1 . Sahaf, whp ls on a fwo-day visit 
Lebanon, had . promised -the. gradual release . of at least 35 
| LebaneSbileidinlraqi Jallsduring a prevlousvlsittp Lebanon Jr 
Febmary But only three Lebanese have been freed io dide 
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CONGRESS, LEADS CAMPAIGN TO PRESS ARAFAT 
NOT TO DECLARE INDEPENDENT STATE IN MAY 


C ongress is lending a strong cam- 
paign to pressure President 
Yasser Arafar nor ru declare a 
Palestinian state on May 4, 1999. 

According ro Congressional 
sources, the two resolutions intro- 
duced last week in both the US House 
and Senate expressing "congressional 
opposition to the uni Lite ral declara- 
tion of a Palestinian state" and urging 
the President to oppose such a decla- 
ration have quickly gained a number 
of cosponsors. 

A spokesman for Senator Sam 
Brownback who introduced the reso- 
lution on Feb. 4, told the Arab Daily 
the support for the resolution is get- 
ting stronger on a daily basis with the 
current number of cosponsors in the 
Senate standing at 43, and the House 


from MUNIR NASSER 

Chief Correspondent 
In Washington 

ly shifting its attention from 
Washington ro individual districts 
across the United States as members 
of Congress return home for the 
Presidents Day recess. In an action 
alert to its members and supporters. 
AIPAC urged them tn speak or meet 
with their senators and representa- 
tives about "the threats posed by a 
unilateral declaration of statehood." 
The alert also urged its members to 
call members of Congress and ask 
them “to cosponsor these crucial res- 
olutions.'* 

A similar action alert was sent out 
by the National Association of Arab 


at 125. In the Senate, the resoliuioi^4^W iCTI ^W AA ) Co its '"embers and 
was introduced vridv -F2^ffJinS W gil,g them " t0 express 

cosponsors, and in IjiousiA^Wl W° 1,ceni over tlie anti ' 

original cosponsors. y» Nrbstmia^Mtehood resolutions.” A 

In his i ntro du ct i on ( 'pr The. respbiiv-- : 0dlces man tor NAAA told the Arab 
lion. Senator BrownbaW tfafd ^V uni- Daily that these resolutions are 
lateral declaration of Palestinian cloaked in language that implies sup- 


In his introduction < or The. resphu- 
lion, Senator BrownbaW <ald "A uni- 
lateral declaration of Palestinian 
statehood would be grievous viola- 
tion of the Oslo accords and the 
United States should not recognize 
any such declaration." He added that 
“it must be made clear to Yasser 
Arafat that lie cannot hold the peace 
process hostage to the harmful threat 
of a unilateral declaratiou-nor can he 
exact a price for agreeing to not 
declare statehood. Our role is key in 
this matter, and the president must 
forcefully articulate this position.” 
The Arab Daily has learned the 
major American- Israeli lobbying orga- 
nization AIPAC is leading a concerted 
campaign to pressure Congress to 
pass this resolution. AIPAC is current- 


port for the peace process. “The two 
resolutions are in reality a blatant 
move ro prevent the Palestinians from 
declaring a Palestinian state without 
prior Israeli approval," said NAAA 
President Khalil Jahshan in the action 
alert. According to Jahshan. 
“Congress has not hesitated to accepr 
the unilateral Israeli annexation of 
East Jerusalem,!# undertaking legisla- 
tive initiatives proclaiming that an 
undivided Jerusalem is the capital of 
Israel. Congressional interference in 
the peace process, which invariably 
supports Israel at the expense of the 
Palestinians, is a disservice to the 
United States and to the cause of the 
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MUBARAK VISITS ITALY, GERMANY 
TO URGE A GREATER ROLE IN MIDEAST 


ARAB NE 


, CAIRO (R) - 

1 president Hosni Mubarak left 
on Monday for Rome, the first 
stop on a three-day tour that 
also includes Germany, airport 
!■ sources said. Mubarak is 
expected to urge Europe to 
\ iassume a greater role in Middle 
(• East efforts. "A main 
European political role is need- 
«J at this stage," Foreign 
■Minister Amr Mussa told 
ttpqrters on Saturday. He said 
'.Mubarak would also discuss 
.- Egypt's partnership negotia- 
tions with the European Union 
; ;|EU} and the Kosovo crisis. 
] jSussa said Mubarak would try 

S push forward negotiations 
at have lasted more than a 
year on a partnership agree- 
Vjjient between Egypt and the 
■ 'EU. Several points remain to be 
; |ettlcd, including export quo- 
tas for Egyptian agricultural 
■ products. Mubarak is due to 
arrive in Germany, which holds 
• the rotating presidency of the 
European Union, today. 




- 






Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak (L) shakes hands with his Italian conter- 
part, Oscar Luigi Scalfare Yesterday In Rome, during their meeting at the 
Qulrlnale Palace. Mubarak Is In Rome for a throe-day visit. 


PALESTINIANS TO BLOCK ATTACKS 
ON ISRAEL — MORDECHAI 


German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder (R) shakes hands with Arafat In Bonn on Moiri} 


Arab-lsraeli peace." 

Last week, Secretary or State 
Madeleine Albright made it clear ro a 
Palestinian delegation in Washington 
that she is opposed to all unilateral 


actions including a unilateral declara- 
tion of statehood by the Palestinians. 
A State Department source told the 
Arab Daily tint! 

if Arafar is to go ahead and declare 


SCHROEDER PLEDGES 
CONTINUED AID TO PALESTINIANS 


BONN Germany (AP) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat said Monday he was 
ready to discuss his plan to 
unilaterally declare a 
Palestinian state, the latest 
sign lie may back off a May 
target date. 

“We are very concerned 
to ensure that we talk with 
our friends about this ques- 
tion," the Palestinian leader 


said after meeting 
Chancellor Gerhard 

Schroeder in Bonn. 

With Mideast peacemak- 
ing stalled, Schroeder said 
the Palestinians have a right 
to their own state "in prin- 
ciple," blit he called for 
renewed diplomacy for the 
moment. 

“We both agree thar it 
will be essential to bring 



about close consultation 
within Europe and between 
Europe and the United 
States on this point." 
Schroeder told reporters. 
"That will certainly happen 
in the weeks and months 
ahead." 

Arafat has suggested he 
would declare statehood on 
May 4, the end of a five-year 
autonomy period spelled 


Masked 
Palestinians 
brandish mock 
weapons and 
rip apart a 
banner por- 
traying : Iiraell 
and Turkish 
flags during 
demonstration ’ 
In support of 


out in the Oslo peace 
accord with Israel. 

But Western and Arab 
nations are pressing Arafar 
to hold off because they 
worry it would worsen 
peace prospects with Israel, 
which holds elections nn 
May 17. 

Schroeder pledged that 
Germany would continue in 
make ”a significant contri- 
bution" Lo aiding the 
Palestinians. 

He also said he told 
/Arafat that Germany “very 
strongly supports activities 
of German firms active in 
the Palestinian areas." 

Germany is the 
Palestinians' biggest 
-European aid donor, and 
German . industrial giant 


T he United Slates ami the Palestinian 
National Aulhniity il'NAJ agreed to 
expand bilateral ivl.iihms in .1 series 
nl meetings held in W.isliingtoii tills week, 
'll ic llS-P.ileslinian llil.iieial Gnninhsshm 
was lioMed ill the State Uepiiiiiiienl by 
Assistant Secretary of Slate Mailiu Imlyk 
Ihr d high level Palestinian delegation 
headed by Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mami), 
member of die 1*1.0 Executive Committee. 
The delegation also included Sue!) 1-iekal, 
diicT Palestinian negotiator and 


TEL AVIV (R| - Former Israeli Defence 
an independent state on S? Minister Yitzhak Mordechai said on Monday 
would be a complete diusw the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) had 
declares a state, he will decided to prevent guerrilla attacks against 
ensure that Netanyahu w3k; Israel in the run-up to the May general elec- 

ed," he said. l ® n - 

Mordechai, fired last month for plotting an 
electoral challenge against Prime Minister 

E Benyamin Netanyahu, said Palestinian lead- 
ers made the position dear in contacts with 
•Em after the Wye River land-for-security deal 
broke down in December.“lt will be very dif- 

IuMircbl997 and Held « fj in lhe ^ re 10 P ut ^ P eace P rocess 
September 1998- The psp^v badt 1M on track l» f an attack is perpetrated 
rnmmlssioii is “to enhance . . n ° w l- Mordechai. a centrist candidate for 
liiiitiiOTSliil) between the UmtedSts'. Pnme minister, told visiting leaders of US 
the Palestinian Authority and Dpj. -Jewish groups. "They are clever enough to 
smicuired form for dialog* rar ... 

Issues of mutual concern and® ISRAELI WAI 


Tfo!dH997niid held Its iw* • 


understand that now. in the time or the elec- 
tion, if some of them make a mistake |and fail 
to prevent nn attack| it will... damage the 
whole agreement. And they decided to wait 
a few months and ro see what will happen." 

Asked about Mordechai’s comments, Nabil 
Amr, an adviser to Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat, denied any link between Israeli 
elections and the PNA’s commitment to inter- 
im deals with Israel. 

“The Palestinians have been strongly com- 
mitted to all aspects of Wye or other deals 
whether there were elections or not we have 
a steady policy to implement our |securily| 
commitments,” Amr told Reuters .A string of 
suicide bombings by Islamists three months 


before the last election in 1996 helped the citing alleged Palestnn 

\. jrcc*# r-im-’ 


assistance to 
to the source. 


the Palestinians. - ^ 


The source denied, .tow* 

two sides disown.-. 
, complaint 

... 11 rplIcrfnUS oftt'L- 


ISRAELI WARPLANES RAID HIZBOLLAH 
STRONGHOLDS IN LEBANON 


,rf ; .,’$htyiqrt5 played a leading 

aiding a 

Abdullah -V ^pafestlnwn airport in Gaza. ‘ 
•. ‘ ■ .0 quoted 

2?' MP* hopes 

of Nablus. * That there will be joint vert-’ 


AFP PHOTO 


‘that there will be joint ven- 
tures between German, 
Palestinian and Israeli com- " 
panics in the near future." 


Nabil Shaath. Minister nf .. - V'A'W^V^\1 neW „ 
International Cnopeiv itlnn. \\ " A R sa ^° ^ f 

A source at the State depan- V- . . = - - ' Jenisalem by me 
ment told the Arab Daily that confirmed that the * sra % Jewrt-R-i ■ 

tlte two sides reviewed priorities of the US protested the opening . j 

assistance to the Palestinians mid dis- Jerusalem. Israel 1 

cUssed expanding bilateral trade and pro- Over the 
motihg American investment in the West Dennis Ross, the 
Bank ar\d GaZa. The source also said that peace enVOH to ^ 

Bilateral Commission disaissed cultural prevent the PNwF^, ^ 
exchange programs, law enforcement and Ikrlma Sabri. from movnp # 
other legal issues. the Old City's 

According to die source, this meeting Aqsa Mosque 
was held to address mutual issues of con- this issue be ^ j&S® 

cepi flttd Is not n forum related to the talks between d*® ; 

peace process. "Tills is almost what we do tinn. . . : * * 1 '-J® 

with other states, like discussing bilateral 
issues : a$ opposed to the peace process.” 

The Bilateral Commission was established 


BEIRUT (DPA) - Israeli warplanes carried out a series of raids 
Monday against suspected pro-Iranian Hlzbollah strongholds 
in south Lebanon, police sources said. 

In three consecutive raids, two Israeli jets fired five air-to- 
ground missiles on a valley near jabai A! Bottom, east of the 
Port city ofiyre. 

The planes were confronted by Hizboliah's anti-aircraft 

Th 1 W * dl0ut scodn 8 hits, the sources said. 

There was no immediate word on casualties. 

The raid came after Muslim guerrillas attacked an Israeli 

, post in Ballast, inside the occupied border zone, the sources • 

• said. . . 

in a statement claimed responsibility for the ,. 

■ adl ^ sa 'd “it inflicted casualties among the ranks of the • 

• ihe Israeli-backed South Lebanon ^rmy (SLA) radio. 






StTf.n 3 !? ll ! e at , tack did not cause aR y casua,des and that at iHfarnollGa Mlnlstar YousMf Mahamimad 

ten mortar shpllc lanrlo^ qivim aA a DaMaaf 'nhcirinn. Kiwnm J . 


en mortar shells landed around the Ballaat position. , tm immkt* lavMar Iranian Pra«id«iit Akbar 

enclave In ,^B 5 ,o curb f.k. 

ries §LJ5rr ' lla ^filtration attempts into its northem territo- ltaiao«i * “ “ " ■ . > 


WATCH 



right-wing Netanyahu coiik* fmin 20 points 
behind in the polls to defeat peace architect 
Shimon Peres. 

Netanyahu has since signed two interim 
accords with the Palestinians bur his tough 
negotiating positions have driven relations 
with the Palestinians from crisis to crisis. 

Palestinian leaders viewed Mordechai as a 
relative moderate in Netanyahu's cabinet and 
said when he was sacked that the Last chan- 
nel of communication with the government 
had been severed. Israel agreed to withdraw 
from more of the West Bank in the US-bro- 
kered Wye agreement reached last October 
but halted the handover of land in December, 
citing alleged Palestinian peace violations. 


ABU DHABI (R) — A senior Yemeni official said in remarks pub- 
lished on Monday that Yemeni groups on trial in the Arab state 
on changes of sabotage were not linked to Saudi dissident 
Osama Ben Laden. "Ben Laden had no relationships with anyone 
in Yemen," Al lttihad daily quoted Yemen's Deputy Prime 
Minister Abdul Qader Bagammal as saying. "Those who spread 
such reports know they are not correct." he said. Some Western 
reports had said that Ben Laden lived in exile in Yemen and then 
Sudan before moving to Afghanistan. But Yemeni authorities 
denied the reports saying that the Saudi Arabian multi-million- 
aire had not lived in or even used the country as a transit point. 




on Wlatoral falAtUi** 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The speaker of the Lebanese parliament. Nahih 
Rcrri, refused tn meet with Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Said Al Sahhaf 011 Monday following the murder of a tup Shiite 
Muslim cleric in Iraq, uflicials said. Rvrri, a Shiite, cancelled his 
planned meeting with Sahhaf because c»f the assassination of 
Ayatollah Mohammad Sadek Al Sadr, the government uflicials 
said. Sources close to Bvrri. head of the pro-Syrian Shiite Antal 
movement, told AFP that the meeting was cancelled because lie 
was "busy." The Shiite cleric and his two suns were killed [ rid ay 
in Iraq's Shiite holy city ofNajaf, leading to a wave uf riming in 
Iraq which opposition gioups say has been bi in ally suppressed 
by Iraqi security forces. 


TEHRAN (R) — The Iran-based Iraqi opposition said on Monday 
dun the assassination in Iraq last week of a leading Shiite 
Muslim cleric had touched off widespread imiesi and 300 peo- 
ple had been killed in the capital Baghdad. “In the biggest dis- 
trict of Baghdad, which is mostly Shiite. 300 people have been 
killed in the last two or three days," Afaul Hassan Al Salnli, a 
spokesman for the Shiite-based Supreme Council tor the Islamic 
Revolution in Iraq ISCIRI). told reporters. He said dashes 
between lhe majority Shiites and Iraqi security forces were con- 
tinuing and the city of Nasiriyali, southeast of Baghdad, was nu 
longer in government hands. 

The reports could not be independently confirmed. 


mij'i-uiiiirTH (4- ini.u 1 ! 


ALGIERS (R) - Algerian authorities said on Monday that rescue 
workers were still excavating a suspected mass grave near 
Algiers but had not yet found the remains of any bodies in it. 
"The civilian rescue organization service wants to make clear 
that its workers, helped by the security forces, are continuing 
the research but no body has been found until now," the gov- 
ernment-controlled organization said in a statement, without 
giving further details. 


BEIRUT (DPA) — A pro-Iranian Hizbollah deputy called Monday 
for the release of Lebanese nationals detained in jails in Iraq. 
Abdullah Kassir called on Lebanese officials to work on gaining 
the release of Lebanese prisoners from Iraqi Jails during their 
meetings with visiting . Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammad Saeed 
Al Sahaf. Sahaf had made promises to former Lebanese Foreign 
Minister Fares Bouei?, Kassir said during a press conference. 
Kassir gave the names of eight Lebanese who have been held in 
Iraq fqf several years. -Sahaf, who is on a two-day visit to 
Lebanon, hqcj promised the gradual, release, of at least: 35 
Lebanese held In Iraqi jails during a previous visit to Lebanon in 
February |998. But only three Lebanese have been freed to idat^. 
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Israel Under The Volcano ONE KILLED, OTHERS INJURED 

LATE KING HUSSEIN SET in US-BRITISH RAIDS ON IRAQ 


AN EXAMPLE FOR ISRAELI 

‘The expectation nfmany people ^ ___ _ give you a forecast: sometime mtmm/r I " ~‘.i •. , . . . « . ~ 

lutside Israel of witnessing n 1*114 414! fi Ut* after the next election a i i '. 1 . . ' - jl V['J M 

full-scale Jewish civil war will : ■ 1 ,J bipartisan foreign policy will Ufi ;j[f. j . 

remain unfulfilled," • Amos Oz. j ■■'■••••■»* be formed. The actual gap . ; ' •; * / if : :• . ; s [ ,„• *^1 1 ' A 

. .. between Labor, Likud and the '£.• "* ••■ciiyi *s*-: 

_ _ , , ■* phone there with Hi,, '■ ■• ■til Titj-"- jLAkM 

DMAfl »* Ik IflihAl'i r matt# runtn nnrhi ic mirrn. * •* .* lit:..* ■ TO 


"The expectation nf many people 
oufs/de Israel of witnessing n 
full-scale Jewish civil war will 
remain unfulfilled," - Amos Oz. 

Amos Ox Is Israel's 
best-known contempo- 
rary author. In works 
off fiction and nonfic- 
tion alike, ho often 
depicts his country as 
a society under emo- 
tional as well as phys- 
ical siege. He also has 
taken sides In Israel's 
culture wars, as he did 
last week after a mass 
rally In Jerusalem by 
ultra- Orthodox Jews. 
The demonstrators 
were protesting recent 
Israeli Supreme Court 
rulings they see as 
opening the way to 
recognition off 

Conservative and 
Reform Judaism. In 
response. Ox signed on 
as a member of the 
Reform movement - a 
gesture off opposition 
to the ultra -Orthodox 
and their political sup- 
porters, whom he and 
other secular artists 
and Intellectuals 
denounced as "ene- 
mies of democracy." A 
native-born Israeli, 
Ox, 59, served In two 
Middle East wars 
(1967 and 1973). Yet 
he remains a staunch 
advocate of peace and 
understanding 
between Israel and its 
Palestinian neighbors. 
After 30 years on a 
kibbutz. Ox now lives 
in Arad, a town on the 
edge of the Negev 
desert. He spoke by 


mmm 

phone there with 
Newsweek's Jeremy 
Caplan. Excerpts: 

CAPLAN: Wliat led you to 
join the Reform movement? 

OZ: This was a demonstra- 
tive move, not a theological 
change of heart. It was an act 
of solidarity with Jewish reli- 
gious groups who arc discrim- 
inated against by Orthodox 
groups in Israel and are vic- 
tims of the heavy pressure of 
the Orthodox 011 the Israeli 
Legislature and Supreme 
Court. 

Q: How do you explain the 
rising tension between reli- 
gious and sccujar Israelis? 

A: Religious parties control 
only 15 or 16 percent of the 
Knesset {Parliament). Hut for 
30 years. Orthodox lenders 
have lipped the balance 
between hawks and doves, 
and have been in a position to 
determine who forms a coali- 
tion and who runs the coun- 
try. Knowing that they are 
running out of time, they are 
trying to press for as much 
religious legislation as they 
can. Hence their crusade 
against Reform and 
Conservative Jews. Rut I don't 
foresee massive violence. The 
expectation of many people 
outside Israel of witnessing a 
full-scale Jewish civil war will 
remain unfulfilled. 

Q: What will be the deter- 
mining factors in Israel's 
upcoming May 17 elections? 

A: In the last elections a set 
of suicide attacks decided the 
consequences of our elec- 
tions for us, and indeed for 
the Palestinians as well. I'll 


give you a forecast: sometime 
after the next election a 
bipartisan foreign policy will 
be formed. The actual gap 
between Labor, Likud and the 
new central party is micro- 
scopic. All three parties are 
now willing to accept the 
existence of a Palestinian 
state next to Israel (though 
they) still differ on the magni- 
tude of Israeli concessions of 
land on the West Bank. The 
election will not be friendly, 
though. It will be more fierce, 
more ugly than ever, precisely 
because the actual differences 
between the parties are small- 
er than ever. 

Q: You have said that your 
new book, “Let Her," is the 
one you'd like to be remem- 
bered by. Why is that? 

A: In many ways it's closest 
to my heart, closest to what 
I've always wanted to write. 
It's perhaps my most inven- 
tive work, not limited by .1 
particular genre. It's a novel 
that partly rhymes, partly 
works ns a madrigal, an 
assembly of voices. It's play- 
ful. It's not about the West 
Bank, Palestinians nr the 
Golan Heights. I wrote 0 novel 
about Israelis who live their 
own lives on the slope of a 
volcano. Near a volcano one 
still falls in love, one still gets 
jealous, one still wants a pro- 
motion, one still gossips. 

Q: I 11 your other recent 
hook, “The Story Begins," 
you describe the pleasures of 
slow reading. Do people read 
too fast? 

A: I'm opposed to the entire 
concept ol "speed reading." 1 
recommend the nrt or slow 
reading. Every single pleasure 
I can imagine or have experi- 
enced is more delightful, 


ISLAMIC STATES MOVE TO EXCLUDE 
ISRAEL FROM AN ASIAN CONFERENCE 

MANILA (AFP) — Moves by sev- the group's roles on how to deal . Organizers ' however said they 
eral Islamic countries to exclude with this problem," said Cheer, were confident they could di* 
an Israeli delegation to an Asian Kong Wai of Malaysia, chairman . ' cuss technical fcsuas on Tbesdav 
conference on the region’s wet- of the thieeklay wetlands con- - despite' the rbw'^ ; - : '* ’ t In- 
lands maned Monday’s opening vention. : >•’ ' 

of the three-day meeting here, "This j» an issue we haye to; '_L f 
dffiqals.said, look-aCheadded.;,.,,.: ’■'» 

.Islamic countries led by Iran Islaiplc member-countries also S?1?T 
and' hacked by Jordan* Syria and , 

Pakistan Insisted ' that Israel 
should not. be grouped with 
'Asian countries in’ previous.' 
environmental meetings. ■ > , v'.; ; 

. “There is hd ^ldaliWiunddt ''* 


the group's roles on how to deal 
with' this problem," said . Cheo; 
Kang Wai of Malaysia, chairman . 
of the thieeday wetlands con- 
vention. : • 

"This js an issue we haye to; 
lopk.at," he added.’ 

; Islaiplc member-countries also - 
warned die convention would; 
not proceed if the issue was not; 
settled to foelr, satisfaction. : . > 

^ ;7iigiiinente;ovbr. Israel’s preS- • 
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settled to tfieir.sabsfe'ction. :, ’ 

, /feirnenU ovCr Israel’s "preS- ■ for 

^^dqminat^.thb'flrst day of., * 

.iwamps arid : ct)ral fleeffiv , 


more of a pleasure, if you lake 
it in small sips, if you lake 
your time. Reading Is not an 
exception. 

Q: Let’s talk some more 
about the Middle East. How ■ 
will Jordnu’s King Hussein he 
remembered in Israel? 

A: He was one of tlie few 
individuals who understood 
the importance of the emo- 
tional element of a conflict. 
Unlike what cynics, t, ell us, 
international conflicts are 
affected by emotions likefear, 
anger, mistrust. King Hussein 
created an emotional break- 
through by noticing, anti 
attending* to emotional .sensi- 


bilities. Nn Isiarli will Ibrgi'l 
his eulogy leu Yitzhak Rabin, 
hi his .ipolnglz.ing for a 
Jordanian soldier who ran 
amok. This was a monumental 
emotional breakthrough. 

I wisli Israeli leaders recog- 
nized this and made parallel 
efforts with the Palestinians. 
They should be more creative 
ill resolving conflicts, not just 
thinking about square kilome- 
ters. A conflict begins and 
ends in the hearts and minds 
of people, not In the hilltops. 
King Hussein understood' 

this and he set an example. 

Q; How would you like to 
sec Israel move forward on 


Baghdad (DPA) - One per- 
son was killed and a number 
of others were injured 
Monday in U.S. -British raids 
in the south and north of 
Iraq, the official Iraqi News 
Agency reported. The agency 
quoted an Iraqi military state- 
,'njent as saying the raids in 
the south of Iraq, where one 
person was killed and others 
Were injured, started at 1035 
local time and were cunducc- 
4d over the southern gover- 
nqrates of Basra, Missan. al 
Muthanna and Zi Qatar. 

.It added that two citizens 
were Injured in the raids con- 
ducted In the northern region 
over the Ninoi and Dliok gov- 
er norates, 

The planes flying in from 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait con- 
sisted of 10 formations of F- 
A, F-16 and P-18 aircraft sup- 
ported by two radar planes, 
$aid the statement, adding 
that they carried out 1 2 sor- 
ties from Kuwait and 20 from 


Saudi air space. The raids 
lasrcd until 1203 local time 
mid Iraqi air defenses 
engaged the planes, it added. 

In the northern regions, 
planes flying in from Turkey 
supported by AWACS plane 
carried out 20 sorties and 
bombed one air defense posi- 
tion. said the statement, 
which added that these 
planes were also engaged by 
Iraqi air defenses and left at 
1340. 

The U.S. command center 
for Europe in Stuttgart, 
Germany, said that all 
American F- 1 5 aircraft had 
returned safely to the Incirlik 
base in Turkey. 

British and American war- 
planes regularly patrol the 
no-fly zones in the north and 
south of Iraq created after 
the 1901 Gulf War. Baghdad 
has said that it does not rec- 
ognize the zones and will 
shoot down any airplane that 
violates its air space. 
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3 US F-15 fighters flying on patrol in the "no*Hy zone" over southern Iraq 


BLIND TO THE 
KURDS' PLIGHT 


IRAQ DENIES 
REPORTS OF UNREST 


i THE extraordinary response of Kurds world- 
wide to the arrest of the Turkish Kinds’ guer- 
rilla leader Abdullah Ocalan demonstrates the 
depth of die despair of a people who have 
been degraded, humiliated and treated as an 
inferior race for decades. But the storming of 
embassies and the self-immolation of a 
Kurdish teenager in London also express the 
resolution and passion of a people who have 
been ignored for so long. 

On BBC Radio, Professor Norman Stone 
described Ocalan, leader of the Kurdish Labor 
fiqty |PKK), as a thug. The thug. In my view, is 
, ■ Turkish state. Predictably, it has been 

' obstructing Ocalan's lawyers’ entry to Turkey 
Will the US and UK object to this clear viola- 
■ ^ human rights? The appalling repres- 
tffoc Kurdish people in Hirkey is gener- 
£ • unreportec ^ in foe British media and viitu- 
— p ignored at government level. Vast num- 
ll,c peace Trontr . . bers of Kurdish villages have been destroyed 
A: We sliou | K their inhabitants displaced, thousands of 

Palestinian NatkM , people tortured and murdered. It is only 
in Gaza and, with 011 ;; ', J*oemlythat the Kurds were allowed to speak 
blame for foe T 1 lan S ua ge in public. The use of 

..wns and say ' m et * ucati °n. broadcasting and pub- 

j t i, e —J? ’. S P^foitod. Anyone publishing, or 

stand tne_ «•§ ■•m-anmuSnu m J . 






'• 1 . . i‘ i- . 



befallen to W #&«*** of the Kurdish situation is subject to 
we .symp, ;| r |,(|B5w^ fc^ Senjl 011 anc ^ imprisonment. Torture is. in 
ordeal aiw . ,, JU. ... ■ fo| nmonplace, particularlv in nolice sta- 


ordeal apd '. ron,mon P' ace ' particularly in police sta- 

and fo at *^ / * tCC0r ^‘ n g t0 International PEN, there 

everything ^ r Vl ^»|^i. n,0t f w ^ ters an d journalists in prison iq 
them, shaft $ . JSri- y 1 ' an in any other country in the world, 
. suicide. ^ ^ ‘ s « military, totalitarian 

emotional : bra^S«>S lir e ," ln . Squerad,n g as a democracy. State 


emotional |brei 

liar, to 


but 


r *7- 


Tefrur 1 as a uciuuLiucy. atuie 

■^fTrir+f s Y st ematic, savage, merciless. All 

iUit 0 | ^ art °*"to ^'rds to bring about 
r? political rather than a military resolution to 


the contlict have failed, and the international 
community has shown little interest. Turkey is 
a member of NATO, the US subsidizes its army 
to the hilt and or course the counny provides 
rich business opportunities for all Western 
‘‘democracies.'' When the name of Ocalan 
occurs in the British press it is frequently 
accompanied by the figure "30,000 dead in 
the last 14 years." The implication is that 
Ocalan has brought about these deaths. The 
PKK has certainly killed, and has also commit- 
ted atrocities, but the overwhelming number 
of these 30,000 deaths, not to mention wide- 
spread mutilation and rape, are the responsi- 
bility of the Hirkish military. It’s the same old 
story. Since Iraq and Iran are "anti-Westem'' 
regimes, the Kurds in those countries are 
described as victims, or - if they resist - free- 
dom fighters. Since Hirkey is a member of 
NATO, and a “loyal ally," the Hirkish Kurds are 
. described as terrorists. This issue is not simply 
a question of what is happening to the Kurds 
but also of what is happening to freedom of 
expression and independent thought. 
Something has been occurring beneath our 
very noses in flukey for years: many thou- 
sands of people confront substantial and per- 
sistent persecution and yet we read little, 
about It in the press and our government is 
silent while trade with Tlltkey flourishes. 

At lasti the protests hiwe brought some 
recognition of what Is artualty gojng 011 In 
Hirkey. The considerable numbers df demon- 


strators at embassies tlirougluml Europe are 
neither terrorists, nur guerrillas, nor subver- 
sives. 

For them, Ocalan is not a thug but remains 
a deeply respected - and to a great extent 
luved - leader in their figlu to preserve their 
culture and identity. These Kurds arc ordinary, 
mostly very poor people who have had their 
fill of oppression, indifference and humilia- 
tion. Their ulcer lias burst. 

They are people of immense pride, dignity 
and courage. Their plight desperately calls for 
recognition and support. As 1 write this, the 
chants of the Kurds outside the Greek 
embassy just around the comer reach me. 
They are chanting 'Apo,' Ocalan’s nickname. 
These people have been ignored for so long. 
They cannot, and will not, be ignored any 
longer. 

By Harold Pinter, the internationally 
acclaimed British phfwrigh". 


BAGHDAD (AP) — The govern- 
ment on Monday denied reports 
that 1 he killing uf <1 Shiite Muslim 
cleric had ^parked unrest in Iraq. 

"We once again confirm that 
what is being alleged by hostile 
media and circles on the so-called 
disturbances in a number of 
provinces... is a figment of imagi- 
nation," Uday Al Tai, director-gen- 
eral of the official Iraqi News 
Agency, told reporters. 

He added tltat enemies of Iraq 
"want to stir trouble and under- 
mine the country’s unity." 

Asked specifically about reports 
of disturbances in the capital 
Baghdad. Tai said: “I confirm once 
again to you that all these reports 
are completely unrounded." 

Iraqi opposition groups outside 
the counrry have alleged that the 
killing of Ayatollah Mohammad 
Sadiq Al Sadr and two of his sons 
last Friday touched off riots in the 
Iraqi capital Baghdad and in heavi- 


ly Shiite southern provinces. 

Cubic* News Network reported 
disturbances in the Baghdad sub- 
urb nf Saddam City on Saturday 
and said that there were repons nt 
several dentils. 

Tai said the government 
planned to take foreign journalists 
in Baghdad on a tour of the south- 
ern provinces of Nasiriya and 
Aniara to show them the situation 
on the ground. 

The aim of the trip, Tai said, was 
to show "the reality of the situa- 
tion in these two provinces and 
surrounding areas." 

The information ministry took 
repoilers to Saddam City on 
Saturday about six hours after 
reports of unrest first surfaced. By 
the rime reporters arrived, dusk 
had fallen and they were not 
allowed by ministry guides to 
leave their cars or interview resi- 
dents. 


WAiifS ANOTHER 
Mf RITTER'S ®©«t§€ ©SI IRA© 


WASHINGTON (AP) A Defense 
Department agenty is telling former 
UN weapons inspector Scott Ritter 
once again that he may need to sub- 
mit for pre-publication review a book 
expected to criticize the Clinton 
administration. 

Ritter's lawyer calls the latest 
Pentagon position an attempt at 
intimidation. 

David J. Rigby spokesman for the 
Defense Threat Reduction Agency 
(DTRA), said Sunday that a letter wps 
sent Feb. 18 to Ritter's attorneys, . 
telling the former Marine intelligence 
officer that, under the contracts he 


signed with the agency, any publica- 
tion discussing tire work he did hunt- 
ing for illegal weapons In Iraq must 
first be submitted for governmental 
review. 

That reverses last month's 
Pentagon position in which the 
agency stepped back from an initial 
request to review the book, saying 
that because Ritter 110 longer was 
under contract to the Defense 
Department He was not legally Oblig- 
ated to submit it fqr review. ■ 

“Back in January, there was not as 


Rigby said. 

The latest letter states, "No prior 
statements or actions by DTRA should 
be constmed in any way as waving its . 
rights under the contract or in per- 
mitting Mr. Ritter to ignore his 
responsibilities under his contract." 
Ritter said publication review clauses 
are standard in military contracts. 

. .Ritter's laVyyer,' Matthew L.- 
Lifflander. told The New York Times 
that “Ybu could easily conclude that-' 


out.*, in tmiuai j, ™ ... , , , , 

thorough n legal review of what the .. this is a last-minute effort to . defer , 
requirements of the contract were," publication," , V . ' i;,: ' 
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FEBRUARY 23,1999 — 


KOSOVO TALKS HANG IN THE BALAHti 

AHEAD OF NEW DEADLINE 


RAMBOINU.ET {AFP) — The Kosovo peace talks 
lumg in the balance on Monday with no apparent 
signs of a breakthrough from the rival Serb and 
ethnic Albanian delegations, despite intense US 
pressure. 

With less than 24 hours to go before a Tuesday 
1400 GMT deadline for both sides to reach an 
accord on the embattled province, the Serbs were 
still opposed to a NATO presence in the majority 
Albanian province and the ethnic Albanians were 
insisting on guarantees for independence. 

"There is nothing new in our position. We 
don’t agree on the military aspects," Serbian 
President Milan Milutinovic said on a walkabout 
near the chateau where negotiators have been 
holed up since February 6. 

"First we must have a political accord and then 
we can discuss the scope and the character of 
implementation,” he added. "If we have a very 
good agreement we may discuss about the scope 
and the character of (an) international presence 
to fulfill an accepted agreement." 

But the six-nation Contact Group on ex- 
Yugoslavia has from the start of the talks on 
February 7 insisted that the rival Serbs and ethnic 
Albanian delegations holed up at the chateau of 
Rambouillet must reach a global accord compris- 
ing political and military aspects of a draft peace 
plan for Kosovo. 

Washington on Monday piled the pressure on 
the Kosovars to agree to a peace deal in order to 
comer the Serbs into signing on as well. 

A firm commitment from the Albanians would 
put pressure on the Serb side to compromise or 
face punitive NATO air strikes, according to US 
officials. 

But the Albanian side's insistence on a referen- 
dum on full independence, following a three-year 
interim period of autonomy, constitutes a major 
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FARMERS' PROTEST BEGINS 
CRUCIAL WEEK IN EU FARM TALKS 
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— Tens of thou- 
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also balked at demands that their guerrillas dis- 
arm. 

“The situation has remained basically 
unchanged. We continue to talk with the Kosovo 
Albanians," US Stare Department Spokesman 
James Rubin said. "This is one of those situations 
when you are never there until you are there, and 
they are not chore yet.” 

He spoke as US Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright met for a second day with the Kusovu 
Albanian negotiators. 


2 KILLED, MORE MISSING IN SWISS AVALANCHE 

RVOLENE (AP) —TVvo' people were killed and several others were missing after two avalanches in a valley 
of the southern Swiss Alps, police said Monday. 

The avalanches hit Sunday evening between the villages oFEvolene and Les Haudcres, sweeping away 
several chalets, state police said. TVvo people were found dead under the snow. One girl survived with a 
broken leg, according to police spokesman Carlo Kuonen. Use resale operation was called off early this 
rooming due to a high risk or further avalanches ip the area about 1 10 miles from Geneva. Continued 
snowfalls and fog were preventing helicopters from assessing the situation Monday. Eight people, two of 
them Children, who lived In' chalets in the avalanche-hit area were still missing. Charty Willoud. a state 
emergency olfiqinl, said the chances of them being found alive were slim. Some 200 people were evacu- 
ated front parts of the Val d’Herens mid the upper part qf tile valley was closed off. Authorities told those 
who stayed behind in Eyolane not to leave their homes. 

TOURISTS BLOCKED BY NEW AUSTRIAN SNOWSTORMS 

INNSBRUCK (AFP) — Up to 30,000 tourists remained blocked, in ski resorts by heavy snowstorms in west- 
ern Austria on, Monday, as. authorities Issued maximum avalanche warnings. 

Tf?ffic In the., region severely di?mpted in die Tyrol and. Voraribeig provinces. Tyrol governor 
Wfepdelln ^.ttyrtner sard, the-shuation could femajn difficult until Wednesdays Thursday. T* 

•' helicopters are being defrayed when possible to flytytaf supplies to Ullages, including at least four 
ski resorts, cut flff from the outside world, authorities said, putting tiie .n^nber of jurists blocked ar 
20*30,000:- Oil Saturday some 10Q tourists induing Queen of the Netlieriands and Princess 
. Caroline of Monaco were evacuated hv helirrinr*»r hn I' ^ 'Ai- .• I 


Troops of fhe Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) lay behind some sandbags with 
submachine-guns and a bazooka near Pantlna. 

stumbling block. The separatist Kosovo “She is trying to help conviiue ill. -m ol t In- 
Liberation Army (KLA) delegates at the talks have wisdom of agreeing. Inn at the end ol (In- d.iv ... 


they are the ones that have to make .i dec isinn." 
Rubin said. 

French Foreign Minister Hubert Vediine also 
made a brief visit on Moiulay and British 1 uu-ign 
Secretary Robin Cook, co-th.iiring the talks with 
Vedrine, was expected ai Kunihniiillei early 
Tuesday to make a limit push lin a deal helm ■■ i In- 
deadline. 

The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
has threatened to carry out air strikes against the 
Serbs if they block a deal, while the Alh.mi.ni 


NEW CREW DOCKS 
WITH MIR SPACE STATIOI 


t »nlv the credible threat and sands of formers from across the 
pressure will bring Yugoslav Preside ^ European Union demonstrated 
MiIom-vu to niuk'r.stand the need tont^,- Monday in Brussels, and some 
milii.n v poll ion ul this integrated 35 J fought pitched battles with 
Kuhin said. T over plans to reform the 

" 11 le best way to get to that press,,, j BJ’s bloated agricultural subsidy 
ily ol niilii.ii v lorce is to get the Koj®^ programs, 
ac loss the finish line so that NATOcubf fte protesters marched 
posit ion to ait. Id?# 6 hail ' w®* 1 sleet and 

lb- 1 filer, iicil that the international^ '.Hgh winds durin & one of the 
would imi endorse the Kosovan' te! worst days of a bad winter, 
imlepi-mli-nce but said the proposed fail 'Nice cordoned ofT a wide 
ili res envisage an expression of tbev];| zon e around EU headquarters 
People in Ik- taken into account" a fc/Md intervened with water can- 
tlu- interim period. ‘ nons when some demonstrators 

lie said that in the past 24 hours, JU!^' ducked die,n w ' t * 1 c °k^ e ' 
hi lel'ed NATO cliiel Javier Solatia, USfc- u P rooted trees and traf ’ 
Hill ( lint mi and her British counterpail * signs in nttemptS f° , croSS 
t.ook on developments by telephone. ■ heavily-guarded barbed-wire 

The leaders of Albania, neighbotinL barricades, 
were also being consulted togei themtoc f f rm dcnWnSt f 

Hie agieenii-nt. Kubin said. : ,n B ™ se,s ■" a ° Fa 

•U will help to move the Kosovan ii^: century coindded with the start 

din-ci inn if the Albanian government sj:' a . mcet,ns y a&nCU Ure 

ive "I whai we want and what they ait’te m ™ s * erson ow *° cu g ua '' an 
US i illii i i| s ml teed farm pnees by as much as 

Meanwhile lighting between Serb p;-?. . . . , r 

* .. . "We demand justice for farm- 

AllMitian .sepai atrst s was reported in fcr-' . ^ Luc & sjdeiu 

pan Ol Kosovo early Monday, an Ot^r of ^ CQpA E „ rarmers 

Si-cumv and Cooperation m Eurcp ^ xvhich the ral l y . 

spokesman said. "Whatever happens, we farmers 

Slmming Maned when a truck ^ be g „ aranreed M C0111 . 

under I he Iron, Kosovo Uberaunfr' for income lusses 

sepal at ist s. acioulmg to OSCE spokwn: whjch W(f may as a resi , )t 
I lienbeiger. , of price cuts.” 

T he con I liit in Kosovo, now nealr«u organizers said about 40.000 
lia-. claimed roughly 2,000 lives and i, farmers from nations as far apart 

lilliMKIO people. as Greece and Finland took part 

in the five-kilometer march 
Ilf ^ If C across Brussels, with the biggest 

■ ® delegations coming from 

H ^ h gjl AfllU Germany and France. 

U LE 9 1 AT I w A Wailing horns and firecrackers 




TOKYO (AFP) — Russia and North Korea are close to drawing up 
a new friendship treaty to replace the 1966 pact which has ill 
effect been scrapped, visiting Russian Foreign Minister Igor 
Ivanov said Monday. 

“Preparation works for a new inter-government treaty 
between Russia and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
(North Korea) are approaching completion," Ivanov told a news 
conference here. 

"Russia’s deputy foreign minister is soon to visit North Korea 
for the provisional signing or the new treaty," he said. "During 
the visit, talks will be held over a wide-range of fields. Of course, 
security issues in the Asia-Pacific region will be on the agenda." 

Moscow normalised relations with South Korea in 1990 and 
the North has strongly condemned Russian arms deals with the 
rival South. Before tilt* 1991 collapse of the Soviet Union. 
Moscow was a major supplier of ‘Trntem.il" aid lo communist 
North Korea. 


Angry German farmers clash with fhe gendarmerie near Ihe Clnqoanfenalre 
Park during a mass demonstration by some 30,000 farmers from all 15 fill 
nations against the reforms of the Europeun farm policy In Brussels. 

. i * .• i .• .tm.M<tdAf1 t.v 1 'riiitimiii fliriLlK'll 


were all around as the farmers, 
many carrying black flags, set off 
for the march. Some protesters 
went straight ro the barbed wire 
fences and confronted the 
4.500-meinbcr security force, 
slamming Hag poles into police 
shields and throwing firecrack- 
ers at ollicers. 

When farmers threatened to 
break inro the seairity zone, 
water cannons kepi them at bay. 

"So far, nobody has been 
injured," said Brussels police 
spokesman Jacques Bertels, 
adding that an extreme-right 
element at the head of the 
march was responsible for the 


lighting. 

"The farmers are not in 
Brussels to destroy, they arc 
here to defend their livelihood." 
said Belgian farm leader Jean- 
Pierre Champagne. 

"Hie EU sells off farming." 
one banner read. “Without 
farmers, no future," read ninny 
others. France, the EU’s biggest 
agricultural producer, is a key 
defender of fanner's interests. 
French Agriculture Minister Jean 
Glaveny said Monday “there will 
be no farm deal this week with- 
out agreement to cut into other 
EU subsidy programs within the 
EU's $100 billion annual bud- 
get.” 

The farm ministers' meeting is 


expected to continue through 
much of the week. On Friday, 
the EU government leaders plan 
m meet in Germany to assess 
progress on overhauling the 
budget in preparation for up to 
a dozen new members joining 
the European Union over the 
next decade. 

Setting biulgerary spending 
through 2006. the farm minis- 
ters will seek to at least freeze 
spending within the current ceil- 
ing of S45.8 billion, but cuts 
could well go beyond this. 
Farming organizations predict 
income losses of up to 15 per- 
cent in a sector tliar is already 
below average income in the EU . 


MOSCOW (Ai*) — A new three- 
member crew, which may lie pm l 
of the last team in work mill live 
on the Mir. successfully ducked 
with Russian space station 
Monday morning. Hie Snyux 
capsule rallying Russian Viktor 
Afanasyev, Frenchman Jean-l’iei re 
Heignete and Slovak Ivan Bella 
linked up with the Mir (wo days 
alter blasting oil from the loi met 
Soviet republic ol Kazakstan, 
Russian news agencies repotted. 

Hie Mir’s fate Is still undecid- 
ed, but tile trio could he the last 


ol 27 manned missions lo die 
space station since ihe liist com- 
ponents weu- I, lunched 13 years 
ago. Mole than 100 men and 
women have lu-t-n on the Mir 
dining ih.il lime. 

Russian sj i.i* e olliiiaK want lo 
keep die Mir in hi hit lor seveial 
more years, hut it may lie dis- 
cin'! led as eatly us August il the 
Russians i.uiiioi find private 
tloncus in | iny the Mil's costs of 
ahum $.’50 in illii m a year. 

Bella will spend this week on 
the Mir and (hen let um to earth 


<« "*»•***£ GEORGIA TO PULL 
S* OUT OF RUSSIA-LED 
SECURITY PACT 

with Afanasyev 

until Aug. 23. After ' TBILISI (AFP) — Georgia has decided to pull out 
don's future is ] °^ a Russia-led collective seairity treaty because 
Hie crew phns S^i- the post-Soviet arrangement was ineffective, 
least four spa cwflb 9 ^ ^ s ' de nt Eduard Shevardnadze said Monday, 
next six months, •' ‘Borgia has renounced its participation in 

walk, I feigner c wilbtlf'|,' collective seairity agreement,” Slievemadze 

French sdcndlki^f tol l? ***** conference, 
were attached to tkfV Tllis agreement exists only on paper, it lias 
the station ^? Wn that it does not work,” the Caucasus 

' Whiles president said. 


— M MliW||f|i> 0rgia ^ oins Azerba ii an and Uzbekistan in a 

S I N GAP O RE E N G I N E E R I N Jr T - ’ •, J| republics who have declared that they 

CHUNK ARTIFICIAL H E AKT^pfe 

'iMrAonuc . r . , fomier Soviet republics or Moldova and 

mNGAPORE — A Singaporean has invented two and lesser chance of are also contemplating a break in the 

levtces that could make open-heart surgery for dis- mould device Is part of a seCUBi - matt se military relations orovided for under the 




SINQy’ORE — A Singaporean has invented two 
devices that could make open-licart suigery for dis- 
eased valves safer and cheaper, local media reported 
Monday. A mechanical heart valve and a mold for tis- 
sue valves, invented by Dr. Yeo Joon Hock of the 
Nanyang Technological University in Singapore, are 
now being tested on steep in the United Suites, The 


instrument to test the dMr- 

valve, and a holder to fix 

the patient's own heart t(j 

whole set, when available, 

pared to die S3, 000 averagfe gpe 


Straits Times reported. A heart valve regulates tlie valve made from 

fiow of blood from the heart. Dr. Yro's mechanical The devices liive parsed EWgpie CIS 


iS ne aTC 3 * SO COntem Pi at 'ng a break in the 
< se military relations provided for under the 
^pmmonwealth of Independent States (CIS) 
L . orella. A CIS summit is tentatively set to take 
wr? m M°scow on Friday. 

C0U,Ur * es including Tajikistan have 
L for renew ing a modified version of the 


fi ^Farm le.ders played down the farm ministers' meeting i, in lhe EU ' 

PULL ANWAR SAYS CONSPIRATORS 
A-LED UNDERESTIMATED 

LCT INTELLIGENCE OF PUBLIC 

. „ , KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — Ousted Malaysian group ofconspiratore." Anwar said. 

ed “ , PU ° Ut dew P«mier Aroror Ibrahim told his cor- “I thank Cod Ahraghty that these wdd 
iroaty because “'J J Monday lhat tlle people who anempts to slander my roputat.cn were 
ts .nefTeenve, ^ career tad rejecred by th e public, except for the few 

„d Monday. ^^Lated the intelligence of Ihe enemies of mine in poht.es. But Anwat 
irt c. patron in ^ His commenB Howed a conceded “wild allegations are a common 

Slievemadze ^ ^ de f ence counsel Cuibadian ocutrence against pohdcians and public fig- 

„ , Singh who asked Anwar to explain why he tires in Malaysia." Accused of ““"S hls I** 1 ' 

’ ™ e r r - " l,as vras no^Kposed to "public hatred and ton- don ro cover up allegations of illicit sex wjd, 

the Caucasus ™ “ d P ^ a||egations ofsKu . both women and men. Anwar faces a fifth 

, ub . . al misconduct after his dismissal in cortupdon charge and five chatges of 

zbekistan m a “ iyfe ^ unde[estimaK the sodomy, in addition to the four comiption 

aredthatthey “i enceoft h e public. Tltey would cer- charges for which he Is on trial. 

Ith Moscow in £“* want to ^J^emcr dte scurrilous He has pleaded not gtnlty to all charges, 

f Moldova and and malicious allegations were perpetrated alleging a high-level political conspiracy 
b d k " tl responsible individuals or backed by a destroy his career. 


IAFPIt-: Eigbj'pctipie reported missing mthe Upladd re'gihn ofmoftK^Hnl^ llow ofblood from the heart. Dr. \fco's mechanical The devices hive passrt W 

vah>e ' s made °f carbon and designed to minimize Intemationttl Heart lnsdn ffJjl 
Rescue >9^^^ res ‘ stDn ; of * e heart's blood flow, - Montana lastyear. 11^^ 

I snowboarded artid » c/o^-coui^ try K ^ w- ^ , , s other devic ?, a plastic mould for tissue valves, ccssful, trial on humari paoetw . 


■ oiher device, a plastic mould for tissue valves, 
js designed to give a replacpment^valye a b et t er nt 


i, ccssRilp trial on hun ^|^^ 


us was created after the Soviet Union's 
' U P in 1991 but has lost influence since 
; “ its m embers resist domination by 







DUESSUI.DORF (AP) — Bowing to piessure. l-nviionment 
Minister Jiii-rgen Trietin will not include an explicit ban on send- 
ing spent nuclear fuel abroad for reprocessing in his bill laying 
the groundwork for Germany's exit from nuclear power, accm cl- 
ing in a newspaper report Monday. 

The Rheinische Post said the revised hill would lay out plans 
for an “orderly and safe ending" of nuclear puwci in Germany, 
including .1 ban on permits for new plants, a reduction in spent 
fuel transports and increased safety measures at current sices. 

The new hill dues not specifically mention .1 ban oil fit lit re 
reprocessing at all, the newspaper said, adding that the Cabinet 
will vote 011 it March 3. Environment Ministry spokesman l'ratu 
Elude confirmed that the new bill would not call for an immedi- 
ate end to processing nuclear waste outside Germany, adding lie 
could not say when such a prohibition would he enacted. 


HARARE (AFP) — Hvo Zimbabwean journalists who were arrest- 
ed and tortured last month for reporting an alleged coup plot 
against President Robert Mugabe were due to appear in court 
Monday. They face charges of publishing false news likely to 
cause alarm and despodency. 

Editor Mark Chavundukn and reporter Ray Choto will appear 
before a magistrate's court for contravening a section of the Law 
and Order (Maintenance) Act after running a story in their inde- 
pendent Sunday Standard paper, which cJaimcd that 23 
Zimbabwean army officers had been arrested for plotting a mil- 
itary coup. The two journalists said they were severely tortured 
during the detention by the military and a medical doctor con- 
firmed that they had been subjected to electric shocks and phys- 
ical assault. The two are currently out of custody on bail condi- 
tions which forbid them from travelling outside the country. 


HANOI (AFP) — Prince Andrew of Great Britain will visit Vietnam 
from March 2 on a trip to promote British defense equipment 
and stimulate trade, the British embassy said on Monday. 

"We want to concentrate on hard business relations and will 
focus on trade and Investment issues," said Jane Owen, deputy 
head of the British tpisslon in Hanoi. 

“The Duke of York will be concentrating on the defense see- 
tor," in conjunction with the visit to Ho Chi Minh City of .the 
British frigate HMS Boxer, she said. 

Eleven British firms providing services and equipment related 
to defense will be accompanying the Prince to promote their 
wares, much of which will be showcased on the frigate. 

Companies Including Pilkington Electronics. British Aerospace 
arid GEC Alstom will be represented during the trip. 
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The Financial and Economic Committee held a meeting today 
in the Lower House of Parliament discussing the memorandum 
presented by the private sector concerning the proposed law 
against monopolies. The memorandum recommended a number 
of amendments on the present law concerning the private sec- 
tor, highlighting its inadequacy to meet Jordan's small economy, 
and its concentration in one sector. 

The head of the meeting, Deputy Ali Abu Al Raghcb. 
expressed the concerns of the committee and the government 
that the new law should protect the consumer against any 
monopolies. He also pointed out the urgent need to amend 
some parts of the law, making it more compatible with the 
needs and interests of concerned economic sectors. 

Al Raghcb promised to look into the proposed law in later 
meetings, taking into consideration the opinions of private and 
public economic sectors — Petra. 
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HONG KONG, Feb 22 (AFP) — Hong Kong’s jobless rate mse to 
5.8 percent lit the three months to January despite sign of 
recovery In some sectors of the recession-hit economy, govern- 
ment figures showed Monday. 

The provisional seasonally adjusted rate rose to 5.8 percent in 
Novel nber-January. the Census and Statistics Department said, 
compared to a revised 5.5 percent for September-Novemher. 

For the period October-Decembcr 1998, the seasonally 
adjusted unemployment rate was revised marginally down- 
wards, from the earlier provisional figure of 5.8 per cent to 5.7 
per cent. 

The latest increase in the unemployment rate occurred main- 
ly in the transport and manufacturing sectors, but this was oil* 
set by decreases in the decoration and maintenance and the 
business services sectors, the department said. 

For the period November-Janiiary, the size of the total labour 
force was provisionally estimated at 3,451 ,000. while the num- 
ber of unemployed was provisionally estimated at 202,000. 


BOGOTA (AFP) — Colombia's economy crept ahead by an ane- 
mic 0.2 percent in J998, its worst performance in almost 70 
years, the country's two top financial officials said Sunday. 

"The figures from last year tell us that the gross domestic 
product (GDP) grew by 0.2 percent in real tenns, or that the 
economy basically did not grow in 1998." said Jaime Ruiz, head 
of the National Planning Office. 

The poor growth was caused by problems in Colombian 
banks, rocked by nonperforming loans and high interest rates, 
inflation, as well as a slowdown in the construction industry and 
guerrilla violence, Ruiz told a news conference. 

The performance was the worst since 1931, when the econo- 
my shrank by 1 .6 percent. In 1942 It inched ahead by 0.21 per- 
cent. 

Finance Minister Juan Camilo Restrepo said the government 
might lower Interest rates to stimulate the struggling economy. 

interest rates have come down by six to seven points since 
November, Restrepo said, adding that he wanted mare cuts. 

“The rates should come down fiye or six points more, to read) 
the target of around. 24 to 25 percent," he told the news con- 
ference. 

Ruiz said the economy should begin to. show signs of life in 
the second semester of 1999. 

According to a report by the National Association of Financial 
Institutions (AN1F), last year the South American nation suffered 
a net. impoverishment in terms of capital. 

While production stagnated, Colombia's population grew by 
1.7 percent, t^e private group said. 

' In 1997, GbP grew by 3.16 percent. 
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YELTSIN SIGNS 
1999 BUDGET 

MOSCOW — President Boris Yeltsin on Monday signed into law 
Russia’s austere 1999 budget, a document designed to help the 
country out of its worst economic crisis since die 1991 Soviet 
collapse. 

The budget was approved by both houses or parliament earlier 
this month with minimal opposition. Reflecting Russia's econom- 
ic plight, the budget authorises government spending of just 575 
billion rubles (S 25 billion) and revenues of only 474 billion rubles 
<S 21 billion), tiny sums given Russia's huge size. The government 
hopes the tight budget will keep inflation under control and will 
also persuade the International Monetary Fund and oilier foreign 
lenders to resume assistance that was halted after the economic 
crisis lilt in August. 

However, the IMF has expressed doubts about the govern- 
ment's forecasts. The government expects inflation of only 30 
percent this year, but overall inflation is already mote than 10 
percent since the beginning of the year. 

Yeltsin, Who has been sidelined by several illnesses recently, 
was at work in the Kremlin on Monday. The president lias said 
almost nothing about the country's economic problems, and has 
left most day-to-day government affairs to Prime Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov — Associated Press. 

YEN FALLS 
AGAINST DOLLAR 

TOKYO — The yen slumped against the dollar here Monday as 
investors feared the Group of Seven nations had backed a weak- 
er Japanese currency, traders said, it fell to a low of 122.55 to the 
dollar before rebounding to reach 1 21.97-122.00 at 5 p.m. (0800 
GMT) as investors locked in some of the earlier profits. The yen 
was at 12 1 .10 to the dollar in New York Friday afternoon and has 
slumped, from its level of less than 1 12 to the dollar on February 
3, with the blessing of Japanese authorities. 

. Investors were reacting to comments by Hank of Japan gover- 
nor Masuru Hayami in favour of a weaker yen Following the G7 
meeting in Bonn on Saturday, said one tinder. 

“Bank of Japan governor Masaru Hayami said after the G7 
meeting that n weaker yen is desirable for the Japanese econo- 
my/ 1 said Noriyoshi Tsunoda, chief dealer at Fuji Bank Ltd. And G7 
members apparently failed to oppose current foreign exchange 
rates at the meeting, he added. 

Traders were likely to depress the yen further to around 124 to 
the dollar, the Fuji dealer said, until Japanese financial authorities 
voice fears about excessive depreciation. 

Hikari Sekioka. manager of foreign exchange at Sakura Bank 
Lid., said the yen had dropped “because there is speculation tiiat 
G7 members might have approved a weaker yen at the meeting." 
Tile euro bought S 1 .1027-30 at 5 p.m. (0800 GMT) against 1 .1025 
dollars three hours earlier here. It stood at $1.1068 in New York 
late Friday afternoon — Agence France Presse. 


EUROPEAN FARMERS IN 
BRUSSELS FOR PROTEST 

BRUSSELS — The first coaches carrying farmers for a demonstra- 
tion against reform of farm policies in the European Union began 
arriving here early on Monday. 

More than 500 coaches carrying about 30,000 demonstrators 
were expected to converge on the Belgian capital where EU insti- 
tutions are based and agriculture ministers were to meet later 
Monday. About half of the demonstrators are expected to be 
French. Germany Is leading an attempt to freeze support for farm- 
ers until 2006.0n Saturday thousands of Spanish farmers, accom- 
panied by livestock, demonstrated in Madrid, and a column of 
demonstrating Iralian farmers, with tracrors, was halted at the 
border between Belgium and Luxembourg. 

Last Wednesday thousands of French farmers, and 1,200 trac- 
tors, demonstrated outside the European parliament in 
Strasbourg, eastern France. 

Last Monday EU agriculture ministers were unable to agree on 
proposed reforms to cut the cost of guaranteeing some prices for 
farmers, amounting to 40.5 billion euros (41 billion euros, $46 
billion) or nearly half the EU budget — Agence France Priesse. 
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IS IT PAYBACK TIME? 
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Km d!? rr*w first to speak out was Bono, 
* \ : I lead singer of U2 and part-time 
"*• **}• : | social crusader. His audience: 
^ more than 10 million TV viewers watch- 

WMtWBtf /ing the music industry's annual Brit 
wm I t h Then came Muhammad Ali.vis- 

uIIhhUlJ- king a run-down patch of London as 
f nni|W|, r 7 nffiriai champion of Jubilee 2000, a 
F' dutch-led campaign that also counts 
K Jesse Jackson, the Dalai Lama and 
Hm: Madonna as backers. Followed by a 
StangMlf $wami or journalists, the boxer raised 
Corporoftil life fist in a gesture of defiance against 
fllggn J worid hunger, drugs, race hare? No, the 
V- celebrity cause of Hie week in London is 
*■ retiring debt. "Nothing is more impor- 
[ lam to the poorest nations of Africa and 
The Latin America, said Ali, "than to be able 

fully cofflpfe; to keep most of what they earn and 
comprise*/ Invest it in the well-being of their diil- 
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KAZAKHSTAN GOES PROTECTION! 


ALMATY (AFP) — Witli aftershocks from 
the global economic crisis still jolting its 
economy, Kazakhstan is resorting to pro- 
tectionism as a last line of defence, but ana- 
lysts warn that the tactic could backfire. 

Stuck on an economic fntilrlinc running 
from southeast Asia up to northern neigh- 
bour Russia, Kazakhstan has dug in to with- 
stand the tremors of last year’s economic 
crisis, desperate to buck rhe trend or top- 
pled emerging economies and devalued 
currencies. 

But its latest lactic of slapping protec- 
tionist tariffs on a wide range of imports 
from regional partners could seriously 
harm trade in Central Asia and hinder 
Kazakhstan’s bid to join the World Thule 
Organisation (WTO), analysts said. 

Earlier this month, this vast former 
Soviet republic imposed temporary cus- 
toms duties of 200 percent on curtain food- 
stuffs, alcohol and tobacco products 
imported from Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan. 

The measures followed a ban on Imports 
of certain Russian foodstuffs that went into 
effect on January 11. 

The measures were aimed at protecting 
Kazakh manufacturers from foreign coun- 
terparts who have become increasingly 
competitive as a result of currency devalu- 


iiieinbership in the Wit). 

Utembayev s.iitl Kazakhstan hopes to 
join this yeai, hut wants .i gi.ue period ol 
live to seven yeais during its ii.msiiiou to 
protect its economy wit it high t. trills, some- 
thing that has been granted to other mmi- 
iries. 

Hut Kazakhstan's new untie policies will 
mean the umntiy will have some explain- 
ing to do when it next sits down at the 
WTO hilrguilting table, nhseiveis said. 

"It's going to he an impediment in dis- 
cussions with the WTO," s.ihl a western 
economic analyst, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

While the WTO may not take too kindly 
to Kazakhstan's new mule polities, its 
Central Asian neiglihois an* even less 
impressed. 

Russia has so far been relatively nuclei - 
standing ol Kazakhstan's hail on its 
imports, hut Kyigy/st.m has not taken the 
announcement of the 200 percent customs 
duty, which will go into efi'cit next month, 


with giuce. 

Kyigyz President Askar Akw* 
week that Kazakhstan was tr,;> 
Kvigv/slan lor being th?fint(r 
republic to enter the WTO. 

"It will especially be dW 11 
President Nursultan Naufty', 
has a personal M*®-' 
Kyigyzstan." said Oleg Tsi^ 


'• And nothing is less important to the 
head- quants' lenders than the gift of for- 
Hriiish fcriU; giving. Jubilee 2000 wants them to can- 
a principal oi/- cel unpayable debts of the poorest 
the Left! ; countries by the start or the millenni- 
(HSBCl um< wtlic * 1 is not R l>t less drama t- 
' ic relief is probably an the way. After all, 
by THE AM- the World Bank reckons the 40 poorest 

— • countries owe more than S200 billion, 

■ *— and the idea that this burden is morally 

I jARIIf vviong is catching on. The Will Street 
ONI) -I 0111 ™ 1 this month called repayment 
levels "obscene. The Financial Times 
called tile case for further relief "com- 
pelling. Official British, American and 
t Askar (to*- German proposals to ease the burden 
tan was to. * were on the agenda when Finance raili- 

ng the liters from the G-7 group of leading 
he WTO. industrial nations met in Bonn over the 
y be driTftlh weekend. 

in Nautiky . So why is debt relief suddenly such a 

al relwy Ng deal? In a world where loan over- 
| Olee Taiid' : i kwd is as routine as natural disaster, 


poorest more burdened by debt than 
ever. Hurricane Mitch, for example, dev- 
astated two of the world's weakest 
economies, Honduras and Nicaragua, 
which owe $10 billion between them. 
What’s more, the Asian crisis has rein- 
forced the image of the greedy 
globobanker. What better time to 
repent than now? Even the pope has 
suggested debt cancellation as a fitting 
way to mark the new millennium. 

That's also the idea behind Jubilee 
2000, which takes its name from the 
Old Testament's call for debt forgive- 
ness at "jubilees every 49 years. 
Launched two years ago, the activist 
group is now working in 42 countries. 
Nine staffers and a swarm nf volunteers 
plot their moves in n cramped London 
office. When worid leaders 
gathered for last year's G-7 tUL $ 
summit in Birmingham, * , 

England, they rallied some j v V* 

70,000 people to form a 
human chain around the riLy center. 

Leaders of Jubilee 2000 are harsh 
critics of the big creditors’ role in the 
developing worid. in Tanzania, for 
exampie, one child in six dies before 
the age of 5, but the government 
spends four times more on seivicing its 
debts than on primary health care. 
Money needed for health and educa- 
tion programs goes instead to rich 
international creditors, whose billions 
have often propped up crooked local 
elites, says Ann Pettifor, director of 
Jubilee 2000. "In the ‘80s tile West lent 
$8.5 billion to President Mobutu of 
Zaire, knowing full well he was corrupt, 
she says. "Now the children, grandchil- 
dren and great-grandchildren have to 
pay. The Jubilee 2000 solution: debts 
reckoned "unpayable by independent 
arbiters should be written off, but with 




,.f AHN AMRO BankofKffltt!^ ‘ events have left the world’s arbiters should be written oft, but wmi 

ling to the marriage benrcfl^ ‘ 

-■CrK-lTHAI FARMERS TARGET 

FRANCE OVER LOST 

i„ improve tliclr , ■ , .. ... : : .V ■' ■■■■■■■■ 

-t i, r 

down various parts of (AFP) — A group of Dondoux is accompanied by Preferences (GSP). Governn 

"A few people ^ w T * ia * ^ armers ’ associations members oF the French nation- requests for a three-year ex 
going to make some mac * e appeal for al assembly and industrialists, sjon as a developing cou 

the economy will co rt c o tt of French agriculture Their interest comes as were rejected. 


safeguards to ensure that Hie debtors ph 
won’t squander savings. Not surprising- |K 
!y, global lenders are a bit offended by i|3 
the Jubilee 2000 world view. They don't |1 
deserve all die blame. Vicious local Hj 
wars, inept and corrupt local governors || 
and collapsing commodity prices have Bj 
added to the burden. What's more, || 
they say, canceling debt would only ft- 
encourage richer countries to quit tend- |8c 
mg and to cut aid budgets, already at a |l 
record low. K 

Lenders offer their own solutions. In H 
19% the World Bank and the IMF p 
latuidied a Highly Intlebied Poor h 
C ountries initiative, wliich promises to ■ 
cut debt (o a "sustainable level for H 
nations that show n sound economic | ) 
track record over six years. | ; 
rf (\r ^iat generally means * j 
til i budget cuts and free- $ji 
v .j, market reforms, a m 

process widely criticized as B 
too slow and painful. The World R 
Bank and the IMF have announced n I 
review of their strategy. 

In the end, the IMF and the Worid 
Bank are not private banks, and they | 
shat v the jubilee 2000 hot tom lino: n 
keeping even the poorest nations sol- K 
vent . "A year ago you couldn't find any- f 
one in the U.S. who was interested in 
debt relief, says Tony Gneta, an adviser | 
at the Worid Bank. "It now lias real res- « 
nuance. Even Germany, once firmly set | 
against relief, has softened. It will chair 1 
the G-7 summit this summer in 
Cologne, where debt will be hard to 
ignore. Jubilee 2000 plans to be there 
with the largest petition in history: 22 
million signatures, confirming that this 
is not just a celebrity cause anymore. 

By WILLIAM UNDERHILL 
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ations, Yerzhan Utembayev, chairman ofthe 

Agency of Strategic Planning and Reform, Tlie proceedlrigs of a conference on Jortl tin’s 

t0 ISrf FR liihed jnAriiitiair, The meeting. dealt witli both 

These measures are I i terally of a tempo- ; a rpgiQnal scenario. Various sectors ofjbrdarv'a eCQpOi))ifw^ 

rarv rhararfpr anri will in afFa<-» n «u. _1._J.1V 


“These measures are literally of a tempo- 
rary character and will be in effect for only 
three to four months," Utembayev said. 

While some analysts ahd local business^ 
men welcomed the qew trade policies, 
other observers bemoaned the long-tenq 
effects of. such protectionism, especially 
when it comes to Kazakhstan's hoped-for 


Tijerit^prbposed fat its structural adjustment^ 
: lfsl)e^tpa$s^t reSearx:hers/cfCci?ioq friaKefs. 
pj6|l^^iomy ancj.tihe 


Bangkok (afpj — a group of 

-.48 Thai farmers’ associations 
; Monday made an appeal for 
j* r of French agriculture 
,3a®jiucts as a French envoy 
gTnved for trade talks. 

Kj/fb* fanners are blaming 
jtf™!! ce for changes to 
wmpean Union tariffs that 
j^say have undermined Thai 
HjsPprts Into the community. 

new appeal came , as 
^ce’s Secretary of State for 
Wg™ 1 Commerce. Jacques 
■gwoux, arrived in Bangkok 
Wja three day official visit. 

to meet Thailand's 


Dondoux is accompanied by 
members of the French nation- 
al assembly and industrialists. 
Their interest comes as 
Thailand's economy shows 
signs of pulling out of its crisis. 
But there has been a Thai press 
campaign since November 
against an EU move to end 


Preferences (GSP). Government 
requests for a three-year exten- 
sion as a developing country 
were rejected. 

According to an appeal by 
the Union Of 18 Farming 
Communities the new “dis- 
criminative" Import duties are 
one of the causes of social 


NARAYANAN CALLS 
FOR TIGHT CONTROLS 
ON INDIA'S ECONOMY 


trade accords, with France , problems In Thailand 


being singled out. for protect- 
ing its farm interests, 

The farmers’ groups who say 
the position being defended by 
France at the EU penalises Thai 


"GSP Is a guileful import 
duty ' system designed by 
France to take advantage of 
Thai . farmers. It stands for 
Guileful Selective Punishment," 
said an appeal, signed by the 


y- »'ree aay official visit, form exports. ■ : ; ap P w».»»w» 

r 0ux ls ^ meet Thailand’s Since January l.Thaiiand has. groups. Changes to the CS? ; . 

Piierce Minister Supicbai lost easier access for products : , ha^.e. secn , 30 deve pP ng 
Wchpakdl, Rnance Minister Including fish products.- f^rm -. inSdons lose some, privileges. 
- n Nlmmanahaemlnda and produce and cut floWeris under, 1 . The GSP |s due to be rtyleweq 
* r m * n * sters . the Generalised • System of ’ ag^iii In 2(^00. : . 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — India's baliooning fiscal 
deficit and the need for tight spending controls 
dominated President K.R. Narayanan's address 
at the opening of the parliament's budget ses- 
sion Monday. 

The fiscal imbalance “calls for tight controls 
oyer wasteful and low-priority expenditure and 
determined efforts to mobilise resources, 
including appropriate cost-recovery policies " 
Narayanan said in his speech. . 

“Besides having inflationary potential, it is 
having severe consequences for interest rates, 
investment and growth." 

India’s fiscal deficit is running at more than 
six percent oF gross domestic product, com- 
pared to the targetted figure of 5.6 percent.. 
The fiscal deficit shot up 75 percent year-oh- 
year to \$17.4 billion during the f]tst nihe: 


The deficit will be the main challenge facing 
Finance Minister Yashwant Sinha when he 
unveils his annual budget on February 27. 
Narayanan's address attributed India's econom- 
ic slowdown to the general depressed mood in 
the global economy. "This led to fall in capital 
flows to emerging markets. Many inherited 
bottlenecks in the domestic economy edm- 
pounded these external challenges," he said. 

Narayanan said the Indian economy had 
Fared relatively well, with a five percent growth 
rate that would be the envy of many develop- 
ing countries. 

“DOdpIte considerable volatility .In currently 
markets elsewhere, the Indian rupee has 
remained stable with a manageable exchange 
range" he added, 

. India’s economic growth declined to Rye, 


months of the current fiscal yearendlpg Match percent in . the last fiscal year after ayer-agipg ■ ; 
3 f t . . : ' . 7.5 percent during the previous three yeaVjir j- : ; j 
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YELTSIN SIGNS 
1999 BUDGET 

MOSCOW — President Boris Yeltsin oil Monday signed into law 
Russia's austere 1999 budget, a document designed to help the 
country out of its worst economic crisis since the 1991 Soviet 
collapse. 

The budget was approved by both houses of parliament earlier 
this month with minimal opposition. Reflecting Russia's econom- 
ic plight, the budget authorises government spending of just 575 
billion rubtesJS 25 billion) and revenues of only 474 billion rubles 
(5 21 billion}, tiny sums given Russia's huge size. The government 
hopes the tight budget will keep inflation under control and will 
also persuade the International Monetary Fund and other foreign 
lenders to resume assistance that was halted after the economic 
crisis hit in August. 

However, the IMF has expressed doubts about the govern- 
ment's forecasts. The government expects inflation of only 30 
percent this year, but overall Inflation is already more than 10 
percent since the beginning or the year. 

Yeltsin, who has been sidelined by several illnesses recently, 
was at work in the Kremlin on Monday. The president has said 
almost nothing about the country's economic problems, and has 
left must day-to-day government affairs to Prime Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov — Associated Press. 

YEN FALLS 
AGAINST DOLLAR 

TOKYO — The yen slumped against the dollar here Monday as 
investors feared Che Croup of Seven nations had backed a weak- 
er Japanese currency, traders said. It fell to a low of 1 22.55 to the 
dollar before rebounding ro reach 121.97-122.00 at 5 p.in. (0800 
GMT) as investors locked in some of the earlier profits. The yen 
was at 1 2 1 .IQ to the dullar in New York Friday afternoon and lias 
slumped from its level of less than 1 12 to the dollar on February 
•3, with the blessing of Japanese authorities. 

■ s * Investors were reacting to comments by Bank of Japan gover- 
nor Masuru Hayami in favour of a weaker yen following the G7 
meeting in Bonn on Saturday, said one trader. 

“Bank of Japan governor Masaru Hayami said after the G7 
meeting that a weaker yen is desirable for the Japanese econo- 
my" said Noriyoshi Tsunoda, chief dealer at Fuji Bank Ltd. And G7 
members apparently failed to oppose current foreign exchange 
rates at the meeting, he added. 

Traders were likely to depress the yen further to around 124 to 
the dollar, the Fuji dealer said, until Japanese financial authorities 
voice fears about excessive depreciation. 

Hikari Sekioka, manager of foreign exchange at Sakura Bank 
Ltd., said the yen had dropped "because there is speculation that 
G7 members might have approved a weaker yen at the meeting.” 
The euro bought SI .1027-30 at 5 p.m. (0800 GMT) against 1.1025 
dollars three hours earlier here. It stood at SI. 1068 in New York 
late Friday afternoon — Agence France Presse. 

EUROPEAN FARMERS IN 
BRUSSELS FOR PROTEST 

BRUSSELS — The first coaches carrying farmers For a demonstra- 
tion against reform of farm policies in the European Union began 
arriving here early on Monday. 

More than 500 coaches carrying about 30,000 demonstrators 
were expected to converge on the Belgian capital where EU insti- 
tutions are based and agriculture ministers were to meet later 
Monday. About half of the demonstrators are expected to be 
French. Germany is leading an attempt to freeze support for Farm- 
ers until 20Q6.On Saturday thousands of Spanish farmers, accom- 
panied by livestock, demonstrated in Madrid, and a column of 
demonstrating Italian farmers, with tractors, was halted at the 
border between Belgium and Luxembourg. 

Last Wednesday thousands of French farmers, and 1,200 trac- 
tors. demonstrated outside the European parliament in 
Strasbourg, eastehi France. 

Last Monday EU agriculture ministers were undble to agree on 
proposed reforms to ait the cost ofguaranteelng Some prices for 
farmers, amounting to 40.5 billion eiiro'9 '(41 billion euroi. $46 
billion) or dearly half the EU budget — Agence France Presse. 
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KAZAKHSTAN GOES PROTECTIONIST 


ALMATY (AFP) — With aftershocks from 
die global economic crisis still jolting its 
-economy. Kazakhstan is resorting to pro- 
tectionism as a last line of defence, bur ana- 
lysts warn that the tactic could backfire. 

Stuck on an' economic faultline running 
From southeast Asia up to northern neigh- 
bour Russiaf Kazakhstan has dug in to with- 
stand the 1 tremors of last year's economic 
crisis, desperate to buck the trend of top- 
pled emerging economies and devalued 
currencies. 

But its latest tactic or slapping protec- 
tionist tariffs on a wide range of imports 
from regional partners could seriously 
harm trade in Central Asia and hinder 
Kazakhstan's bid to join the World TVade 
Organisation (WTO), analysts said. 

Earlier this month, this vast former 
Soviet republic imposed temporary cus- 
toms duties of 200 percent on certain food- 
stuffs, alcohol and tobacco products 
imported from Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan. 

The measures followed a ban on imports 
of certain Russian foodstuffs that went into 
effect onjanuary 11. 

The measures were aimed at protecting 
Kazakh manufactifrers from foreign coun- 
terparts who have become increasingly 
competitive as a result of currency devalu- 
ations, Yerzhan Utembayev, chairman of the 
Agency of Strategic Planning and Reform, 
told AFP. 

“These measures are literally of a tempo- 
rary character and will be in effect for only 
three to four months " Utembayev said. 

While some analysts and local business^ 

■ men welcomed I the neyt trade policies, 
other : observers bemoaned the long-term 
effects of such i protectionism, especially 
when It comes to Kazakhstan hoped-fo^, 


membership In the WTO. 

Utembayev said Kazakhstan hopes to 
join this year, but wants a grace period of 
five to seven years during its transition to 
protect Its economy with high tariffs, some- 
thing that has been granted to other coun- 
tries. 

But Kazakhstan's new trade policies will 
mean the country will have some explain- 
ing to do when it next sits down at the 
WTO bargaining table, observers said. 

"It's going to be an impediment in dis- 
cussions with the WTO." said a western 
economic analyst,- who spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

While the WTO may not take too kindly 
to Kazakhstan's new trade policies, its 
Central Asian neighbors are even less 
impressed. 

Russia has so far been relatively under- 
standing oF Kazakhstan's ban on its 
imports, but Kyrgyzstan has not taken the 
announcement of the 200 percent customs 
duty, which will go into effect next month, 


with grace. 

Kyrgyz President Askar Akayev ' 
week that Kazakhstan was trying np* 
Kyrgyzstan for being the first Central Ar - 1 
republic to enter the WTO. 

"It will especially be dififaultforP 1 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev) &- 
has a personal relationship *- 
Kyrgyzstan" said Oleg Thirta ■* 
of ABN AMRO Bank of Kazakhstan, ^ 
ring to the marriage between NnUW 
daughter and Akayev's son. 

"Tension will deflnHily « 

there." • ; 

At home, the trade barriers 
what little incentive local pm* 
to improve their 'products 

world quality merchandise. Tffl ^ 

The' western analyst agreed, ap 
measures "are just going to qu 
down various parts of the ecoMW, jj - 

"A few people who are jjjL^tl 
going to make some money , 
the economy will continue to 


T he Rrst to speak out was Bonn, 
tad singer of U2 and part-time 
add crusader. His audience: 
Hxethan 10 million TV viewers watch- 
the music industry's annual Brit 
fenids.lhen came Muliammad Ali, vis- 
qh i rundown patch of London as 
official champion of Jubilee 2000, a 
(tadded campaign that also counts 
Jesse Jackson, the Dalai Lama and 
yidonna as backers. Followed by a 
swam of journalists, die boxer raised 
ft fa in a gesture of defiance against 
Mrid hunger, drugs, race hate? No. the 
edehity cause ofthe week in London is 
Riling debt. "Nothing is more impor- 
wntothe poorest nations of Africa and 
lain America, said Ali. "than to be able 
to l«p most of what they earn and 
invest it in the well-being of their chil- 
fai. 

And nothing is less important to the 
world’s big lenders than the gift of for- 
ghingjubilee 2000 wants them to can- 
al unpayable debts of the poorest 
countries by the start of the millenni- 
um, which is not likely. But less dramat- 
ic teliefis probably on llie way. After all. 
die Vfcrld Bank reckons die 40 pot trust 
ccuntiies owe more than $200 billion, 
and the idea that this burden is morally 
wwg is catdilng on. The Wall Street 
jwmal this month called repayment 
hds “obscene. The Financial limes 
oBed the case for further relief "cemv 
pefllng. Official British, American and 
Cental proposals to ease the burden 
won the agenda when Finance min- 
j® 0 the G-7 group of leading 
n( toma! nations met in Bonn over the 
weekend. 

So why is debt relief suddenly such a 
“3 deal? In a woiki where loan nver- 
^ h as routine as natural disaster, 
1WlB have left the world's 


poorest inure burdened by debt than 
ever. I lurricuHif Mitch. Inr example, dev- 
astated two of the world's weakest 
economies. Honduras and Nicaragua, 
which owe $ 10 hiliinii between them. 
What's more, the Asian crisis has rein- 
forced the image of the greedy 
globohanker. Wii.it better time to 
repent than now? Even the pope has 
suggested debt cancellation as a fitting 
way to mark the new millennium. 

Thai's also the idea behind Jubilee 
2000, which takes its name loan the 
Old Testament's call for debt forgive- 
ness at "Jubilees every 49 years. 
Launched two years ago, the activist 
group is now working in 42 countries. 
Nine staffers and a swarm of volunteers 
plot theiv nmves in a cramped London 
office. When wotld leodeis 


safeguards to ensure that the debtors 
won't squander savings. Not surprising- 
ly. global lenders are a bit offended by 
the Jubilee 2000 world view. They don't 
deserve .ill the blame. Vicious local 
wars, inept and corrupt local governors 
and collapsing cominodity prices have 
added to the burden. Wltafs more, 
they say, canceling debt would only 
encourage richer countries to quit lend- 
ing and to cut aid budgets, already at a 
record low. 

l enders offer their own solutions. In 
1996 the World Bank and the IMF 
launched a Highly Indebted Poor 
Countries initiative, which promises to 
ait debt in a '‘sustainable level for 
nations that show n sound economic 
u.iLk recoid over six years. 

-C Thai generally means 


office. When wotld leaflets - of ,1wl S™™' 11lL ‘ lins 

gathered for last year's G-7 T «F ^ frcc ' 

summit in Birmingham. , . market reftmiB, a 


summit in Birmingham. 1 , 
England, they rallied some 
70.000 people In lorm a 
human chain around the Lily center. 

Leaders o( Jubilee 2000 ate liarslt 
critics til the big et editors’ role in I lie 
ilevelo|iiug woiki. In Tatr/aniii. lor 
example, tme tliikl in six dies before 
the age of 5, but rile gnveiiiinenl 
spends lour limes mote on set vicing its 
debts limit on primal y lienllli care. 
Money needed lot health and educa- 
tion programs goes instead to rich 
internal tonal creditors, whose billions 
have often propped up crooked local 
elites, says Aim I'ellifor. direct m ol 
lllhilee 2000. “In the ‘KOs lire West lent 
SH.f> billion Hi I 'resident Mohtliu ol 
Zaire, knowing lull well he was cormpt. 
she says. “Now the children, grandchil- 
dren and great-grandchildren have to 
pay. lire Jubilee 201 K) solution: debts 
reckoned “unpayable by indepeiidenl 
arbiters should he written oil, hut with 


• ’ process widely criticized ns 

UK) slow and painful. The World 
Bank and tire IMF have announced n 
review ol'riieii strategy. 

in tire end. lire IMF and the World 
Bank are nut private banks, and they 
dune tire Jubilee '2000 bottom line: 
keeping even the poorest nations sol- 
vent. "A year ago you couldn't find any- 
one in lire U.S. who was interested in 
debt relief, says Tony Cacia. ail adviser 
at tlx* World Rank. “It now has real res- 
. malice. Even Germany, once firmly set 
against relief, has softened. It will cllalr 
the G-7 summit this summer In 
Gnlngne, where debt will be hard to 
ignore. Jubilee 2000 plans to he there 
with the largest petition in history: 22 
million signatures, confirming that this 
is mil just a celebrity cause anymore. 

By WILLIAM UNDERHILL 
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Preferences (GSP). Govermnenc 
requests for a three-year exten- 
sion as a developing country 
were rejected. 

According to an appeal by 
the" Union of 18 Fanning 
Communities the new “dis^ 
criminative" import duties are 
one' of the causes of social 
problems in Thailand. ; 

"GSP Is a guileftil import 
■ duty! • system designed .by 
. France to. take advantage of 
,.jhal farmers'. It stands j; for . 

; t Guileful, Selective Punishments; I 
: fsald , an appeal slgned by the; ! 
• gfiuris. ‘Chflngqs to ; ^iej GSPy 
^ihave -; sfieri', 30 developing 

' 5-n8tioqsid.se somej privHwes. • 

TlieTSfU due to.be *ytewed 



n>ai fanners’ associations 
Monday made an appeal Tor 
ytott of French agriculture 
j J* as a French envoy 
j for trad* talks. 

\ hn* ^ a, ? er5 are blaming 
fc- fQr changes to 
j Union tariffs that 

^“1^ undermined Thai 

community. .■ 
came as 
of State for 


S£Sft?! ffi 

and 
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Dondoux is accompanied by 
members of the French nation- 
al assembly nnd industrialist. 
Their interest conies As 
Thailand's economy ' shows 
signs of pu|!ing out of Its crisis. 
But there has been a Thai press 
campaign, since November 
against an EU moy6 to end 
nfadp accords, . with France 
being singled out for protect- , 
ing it? .farm Interests:; : : : 

\ : t The farmers’ groupsyvhosay 
the ppsition belilg defended by - -, 

: France at th^EU penallsdsTljal : 

• .form. exports,. . 5'. 

,i 1 |j ; sjnee Jahwaty f.TlwIlaiid 

Ibst easier access for products, 

• Ihcluding } fish products; tfarm 
produce and cui flowers under 
:thef Generalised System 
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NARAYANAN CALLS 
FOR TIGHT CONTROLS 
ON INDIA'S ECONOMY 


NEW DELHI (APP) — India's ballooning fiscal 
deficit and the need for tight spending controjs 
dominated President K.R. Narayanan’s address 
at the opening of the parliament's budget ses- 
sion Monday. ... , 

The fiscal Imbalance “calls for tight controls 
over wasteful and low-priority expenditure apd 
determined • effort? . to mobilise resources. 

including’ apprqpriate cost-recovery policies.’ 1 
Narayanan sa|d |n his speech. 1 : 

./ “Besides having inflationary potential, it. Is 
havitig severe cdftsequences for interest rates, ; 
ipVestment atid jgriwrth." ,: f ! ' ; i ; . 

: ; .India's 'fiscal deficit Is running; at mo re than 
'jRix percent' or gross domestic prpdurt. cprp^ 
-'pared tb' 1 1^‘ targdtted JT^uNi ;5;6 
‘fhefiscail^deficit sKbf 
ryeaffl't6 i$t7,4 Wllioh 

’ months 6fithfc. curretit flsfcal ydarfendiiip Mart*. 

31 . • 


The deficit will be the main challfingfe failing 
Finance Minister Yashwant Sinlta when lie 
unveils his annual budget; on/February 27. 

. Narayanan’s address attributed India’s econom- 
ic slowdown to the general depressed mood In 
the global economy. "This led tb fait in capital 
flows to emerging markets. Many inherited 
bottlenecks In the domestic economy cdin- 
pounded these external challenges." lie said, 
Narayanan said the Indian economy ■ had . 
fared relatively welliwlih a five percent growth 
'• rat d that would be'the env^ of-mai?y develpp- 

. Ing 'countries.;; V'; i ■ 

• .‘.'Desplro cprtsiderable volatility in currently 
markets elsevyhere, the Indijan rupee nffs 
' remain^; ’stable wltii a manageable exchange 
grange/' he added, : ; . r , . v 

1 r V: India's, ecqnpmic ;.grpw^h decHried tb.,flye r 




• .j 

>, l-rf.i ;V-‘ 


f* 





16 WEEKLY 



AB DAILY — ■ FEBRUARY 23, 1999 


WEEKLY 17 



T fie Globe Program does not have 
the money necessary to make it 
work and does not expect to get it 
From the government, according to the 
man in charge of the program. 

“We are trying to approach the 
Jordanian government for financial sup- 
port in the Globe program. We tried last 
year but it appears they are not willing to 
do so, as was expected. This year, we 
want to redesign our campaign, to reach 
out to private and public sectors in order 
to cover our cost," Country Coordinator 
for the Globe program and President of 
Friends of Environment Society (FOE), 
Raouf Dabbas says. 

Globe program is a worldwide net- 
work of students, teachers and scientists 
working together to study and under- 
stand the global environment. Students 
and teachers from over 6,000 schools in 
more than 70 countries arc working with 
research scientists at the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) to learn more about our planet. 

"On Oct. 3], 1996. the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment signed an agreement with 
the National Directorate for Oceans and 
Weather in the US to cao|>erate in the 
Globe program," says Saleh Al-Share', 
Director of General Corporation for 
Environment Protection. 

According to paragraph 3 and 4, article 
2 of the agreement, Saleh Al-Share' was 
assigned to be in charge of forming the 
policies with the director of the National 
Directorate for Oceans and Weather, 
then pass these policies to FOE, which is 
authorized to manage, supervise and 
facilitate the Globe program in Jordan. 

Although the Globe program is gov- 
ernmental, Share' states that the 
Jordanian government's role in this pro- 
gram Is to choose the schools which will 
participate, train a teacher in every one 
of the schools and make sure that the 
teachers and schools are able to Imple- 
ment the program. 


But, according to Dabbas rhejordanian 
government is not responsible for the" 
financing, implementation and process- 
ing of the program. 

"Our government is only a signatory. 
They passed the program to FOE to exe- 
cute it, however, they have not con- 
tributed anything since the program 
started. It was stipulated that our gov- 
ernment would not cover financial costs. 
1% of costs were to be covered by the 
Americans, which ran out last year and is 
not renewable." 

"This program is very expensive. As an 
NGO, we do not have the budget to con- . 
tinuously upgrade and monitor the 
equipment in addition to securing the 
necessary chemicals that the students 
are using for the environmental experi- 
ments. The program should be support- 
ed by both the private and public sec- 
tors." 

The program was supported in its first 
year. Fast year by a US company called 
Green Com which was assigned by the 
US Agency for Internationa] 
Development (USAIDJ/Washington. 
Green Cum granted FOI5 6 computers 
and 6 kits to launch the program. 

"The gram from Green Com was only 
enough for 6 schools, but we had various 
environmental bi-diversity locations in 
Jordan, and we had to go to more than 6 
schools. We had a deficit, the money was 
not enough, yet we maintained and cow 
ered the expenses of the extra 10 schools 
Tram the other FOE projects and pro- 
grams, simply because none or the 
schools have well-equipped labs," 
Dabbas grumbles. 

But Share' says "FOE should only seek 
the schools with well-equipped labs and 
the program does not need a budget,” 
whereas far as Dabbas is concerned "this 
is not fair, J want to give equal opportu- 
nity to ail schools. It is noE fair for some 
schools to have the opportunities and 
others not, that would make a big 
change in our social structure. 


by SAMAR HIJJAWI 


This year we sent out requests for 
bids to about 4 local companies: A! 


Tawreed, Sukhtian, Masoud, Nabil 
Wbkiieh and Abu Sham. These compa 
nies deal with water treatment equip 
ment, chemicals and stationary for scien- 
tific purposes. The bids were transferred 
to the Ministry of Education earlier this 
year, till now we have not received any 
response." 

According to Mowaffaq Abu Ghazleh, 
the Director of Scientific & 
Environmental Activities at the Ministry 
of Education, the chemicals and equip 
ment requested by FOE are usually nor 
available in schools. 

We will provide these items though 
the project should secure it. These are 
expensive items. The Ministry will alio 
cate a budget from the contributions to 
schools allocation to secure the equip- 
ment and the chemicals that are request- 
ed. 

“However, such matters take time. We 
need to study the schools' budgets' to 
know the reason why they can nor pro- 
vide the equipment. In addition, the 
equipment and chemicals are only used 
in activity classes, they are not part of the 
curriculum. The Ministry will not start a 
tender, the schools will buy them from 
the provided Ministry's funds allocation. 
Hopefully, all will be secured in March.” 

Above all that. FOE had to fight for this 
program to keep it going, they have 
approached the schools that have the 
financial capacity to support the project 
within their own budget. 

“We asked for 200 Dinars which is very 
low but this amount of money does not 
keep the project going. Baccalaureate 
and Amman Academy each contributed 
100 Dinars, and Jubilee school 200 
Dinars," Dabbas says. 

Globe program allows the students to 
make environmental observations at or 
near their schools and report their data 
through the Internet nr rlie program's 
web site, 1 i tt p^Avww.g lobe .gov. 

NASA scientists then use Globe data in 
their research and provide feedback in 
tlie form of graphs, maps and useful 
information to students and teachers to 
increase and widen their knowledge of 
the environment. 

“The students conduct and monitor 
the 4 environmental parameters: Soil, 
Atmosphere, Hydrology and Land, Each 
one of these 4 sections lias a wide range 
of variables to measure. The important 
thing is the analytic way of looking at the 
environment, not Just the conventional 
way. This collected data will be inserted 
in the computers and we will teach the 
students to be more literate in computer 
and internet skills" Dabbas explains. 

Global One, the ■ Internet Service 
Provider company, says that: Internet is 


highly recommended in the educational 
sector for children's use. 

It is an excellent media lor children to 
learn from. FOli wauled the connection 
lor the student:, to pai ticipate in this pro- 
Environmcutiil issues have 
immense concerns ur Global One. that is 
why we decided to give them true nl 
charge 30 hours per month connection 
to tlie internet for 16 schools," Nisreeu 
Al-Husry says, Assistant Marketing 
Manager at Global One. 

Although FOE appreciates Global 
One’s offer, Dabbas still believes that 1 
hour a day un the Internet is not enough 
for 5 students or more ro get involved 
with the computer. 

If we want to increase the connection 
time then we have to pay Global One 
who offered only 30 hours five ol'iliaige 
fertile 16 schools." 

However, according to Husry "FOF rec- 
ommended the limited hours, specifying 
30 hours in order nut to abuse the inter- 
net” But Dabbas denies that. 

"We asked for limited hours hut we 
did not say 30 Ilnurs. At first, they gave 
us IS hours, then we asked for more so 
they gave us 30 hours. Global One is a 
commercial company. They want to make 
money, I do not expect them to give us 
unlimited hours." 

In addition, Dahlias adds that the stu- 


1 ' 

dents lace problems every ink* 
including that; they cannot 
Internet ii they have exceeded 
had phone lines continue^ $ 
iivct, single phone lines infra 
and schools that are out of tor* 
national phone call rates and la 
dated computers. 

"All these problems occur t[', 
students have only one hourj&I 
Global One might not ren^ft j 
next year." L 

FOE tried to get a leased linth 
Jordanian Telecommunication ft j 
for the students to dial upon frr; : 
line and log on to the internet bit 
failed. 

“JT(* wanted to charge us he 
mimical amount for this semre.k 
are relying on Global One and^ 
decide in cut us out, our student 
lose a very important tool. I top: 
continue their support. In falls*, 
they gave us an indication thatifjc 
purl will not continue. If not 
have m look for other supp? 
Unlihas says. | 

Global One lias been giving frij 
lieu inn live since Jan 1993. Ti-' 
renewed this free connection fr k 
year (1999) we told FOE thaiG#* 
can not commit for a third jww- 
to reconsider whether it is iherighr, 




ill we give this opportunity to 
iis not automatically renewed 
s offer is costing us a fortune 
gour budget, the economy is 
ai and we have 5 competi- 


ng charge a normal client 324 
year for 30 hours per month, 
chods with a free connection 
j Global One 5280 Dinars per 
Dt something we want to con- 
tra will have to evaluate it this 
e also giving them free teclini- 
;. We gave them an unlimited 
nnection for the FOE office to 
is program. Also, when they 
it appointment, we gave them 
ited connection then," Husry 


ther hand, FOE has something 
d of. They received an official 
lobe project, Washington D.C, 
ulate the Salt Pioneer Center 
>r their excellent work in 
lata and they also congratulate 
on having the best schools in 
m's region which includes the 
«. North Africa and Europe, 
received recognition and mon- 
NASA themselves. 

Globe program is still alive in 
s a matter of fact, Dabbas 
£"We are still growing.” 






AFFIRMATIVE PARENTING, 
THE NEW FAMILY LOGIC 


LONDON — I It* Iws been dublxxi 
the Ross l\:ml of parenting. His I 
views are* syndicated tu more* (linn ! 
150 newspapers and lie spends 1 
eight munllis a year touring the 
country seeking converts to his 
views. His books linvu sold more* 
tlian three million copies. And lie is 
planning to inn for (lie House nl 
Representatives. 

I Iis name is Joint Kosemoud. un 
anti-ex pert childcare expert, lie 
believes American paients have 
become ton meek and thinks (lie 
time lias come lur them to reclaim 
their authority. His rallying cry Ls par- 
ent power and his key campaign 
issue is potty training. 

But before we get into tlie niiiy- 
grilty. a few background notes on 
tlie Kusetnond plienumenon. 
Alllioilgll iiis enemies have labeled 
him tlie unii-S|Xick, kosemoud him- 
self insists that lie is .Soil ofSpock. 

Once u|jnn a time, lie was a long- 
haired. drug-raking, cixaiter-cukure 
ingrate. But then lie got married, 
had a child and giew lip. He now 
thinks Dr Benjamin Spock struck the 
right balance lietwccu love anil linn- 
ness but that the trouble came after- 
wnrels, with the “archiuxis of per- 
missive pivot mg.” 

These were-, in the main, menial 
health professionals. and they liad 
succeeded in shifting the emphasis 
in diiklcnre* (mm character develo|>- 
ment to psychological development, 
and colonizing an area of life llial 
was none of their business. 

ftirents were omv pieltv clear 
about wliat their job was. Now liny 
are sumiunclrtl hy experts wln> pre- 
sume to know heller, and tltey are* 
presumed to know nothing until a 
professional lias bestowed a label chi 
their child and directed them to the 
right I willing literature. This, claims 
Rosenumri. Imd led (o an entire gen- 
eration of American parents tailing 
to see the Ibrest lor the trees. 

The only way to escaix.* this night- 
mare Ls to go I tack to basics: quick, 
easy and I Kibble-live. For the ]wsl 20 
years. Rosemond's honks (Parent 
I’owcr, Making tlie Terrible TWos 
Terrific, Ending the Homework 
Hassle. To Spank ur Not to Spank 
and Teenproofing, among others] 
have sokl in tlie millions. 

His column, which lie has been 
wiiting since 1978, now appears in 
150 newspapers and he spends 
eight months of tlie year oil the leci 
tore circuit. TiHeviston deals loom 1 
. and he's ' talking of running Ibr 
. Congress . ' 

His style in print and online Is 
catdiy and Cod| and politically irjeor- . 
neet, as. are' Ills seven command- 
ments: : 

1. Pay moni attention 'to your^J 
marriage than you do ydur diiklretyjg^ 
! 2. Expect your children to bbejgV i 

■ and punish them every dme th^r 
'don't ! ? i:': 


illlliHliiilil 
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3. Build up then claraitere hy 
making them do kits ol chores. 

4. Give them regular and realistic 
doses oPVitamin N". (Say No.) 

5. Sto[i giving litem so many toys. 

6. limit llwirdupendeiKV on tele- 
vision. 

7. Stop liying to make them 
Imppy nil lire time and stop trying in 
make them like you. Show your love 
fiir them instead l>y doing wlmt you 
have to do to turn them into decent, 
biw-alwliiig citizens. 

Affirmative parenting menus 
putt lug i hern on a strict timetable of 
achievement Ihran day one. He has 
already lxiilr up a nice little omv 
stitueiky tor Ajlinnalwe I’aieniing 
on Ills wellsite. Subjects currently 
iiikIct discussion include: dressing 
thiw-year-ulds, dealing with com- 
bative teens, 19-ntonlh-old melt- 
downs, pierced ears, biting and 
liome schooling. 

Wlildi lirings us back to the poli- 
tics of potty training. 1 


lions, can result in success witli dul- 
drcn as young as 20 months." 

It is "not OK” for a child to retrain 
in nappies past Iiis or lier third binlv 
day.- In fact, “it's an insult to the 
diild's intelligence." prolongs his 
period of infantile dependence, and 
retards his mastery ol'selkontrol. 

l-lis training method, wfiicLi lie 
calls "Naked and dollars 75", tikes 
three to five days. Tire S75 is for die 
caipet deaners you call in after the 
misskHi is accomplished. 

Why aren't we all doing this 
already? Rnsemond lias sorire sinLsr 
ter theories about this. They begin, 
as so many of Ills theories do, with 
lire pernicious influence of Freud. 
But die main reason Americaii (iiil- 
dren stay in napjries longer than chil- 
dren clsewltere. lie says, is because 
diat's how tlie manufacturers of dis- 
posal^ nappies want ir. 

Here is where Dr T. Berry 
Bfazdton conies In. He is die closest:, 
dung Americans have today to Dr 


Tor decades now, die consensus , Spock and It k the Issue dF potty 
among' dilld-centered experts, has , training whidiis doicst: to Ills heart, 
been to \wiit and never hold yourself . He believes . it is ;viiril for parents to 
or die diild to a strict schedule. , ignore tlie advireebnilhg out of the 

. ; In die Wolds ofoqe childcare lib- badc-fo-disdpllne : camp. The m» 
ertarian, “only die child knpwswlien * ' jjage.be gives op. his w^dy.telew- 
he's ready to be tofe-trifted." V slon spol] jsflfctejni to ^chikl." - . 
parent's job Is tq leam hoW to read . How< you! teke : ! that, advice 
die signals. '. : ‘ ■ depaids . oil' hqw you : feel . about 

• "Ndiisenser says Rosemood.It is Bfewfton's links with Procter 8i 
rrotjie'admits, a gobd ic|eA to.tpadi r 1 Gambie.'Ha Is theoffidal ^okesfoan 
this knijoifant life skiH; too'eariy. % • : . for fenp^::«w disposable 
relaj^'approach,'^^ qrje involW; . pfesi'^i^'wr. j pot 
inz dearly comimnlicated exp^cta- ttpinetj. ■ ffW :'Wp< ^ W 1 


THE MAGICAL MYTH ABOUT TESTBi PART ONE 


f.i mKM-nvn swax av imimi iw mrmim 

by Rebecca S. Outer 


E veryone has to rake tests at some point in their life. For some, tliis 
is merely anotlier feet of life to wliidi little thought is given, lor 
many others, taking tests is one of the most stressful events they 
will face. Minds tend to go blank, palms become sweaty, heart rates 
soar. Tliis is mainly because we, as a society place too much value on an 
individual rest score. 

What does a test score really tell us? Does it measure our aptitude? 
Does it measure hcivv successful a person is or will be? Can a test score 
measure proficiency oraitistry? If I do well on a test:, docs it mean I will 
be able to contribute more to our society than a person who does not 
do well on a test? Absolutely riot. Tlie mark a person receives on a rest 
simply measures a person’s ability to take tests. 

Others believe that marks are a. measure of how much a smdem has 
accomplished in a class or how much that student understood from the 
instructor. Tliis is also a common misconception. If a person is worried 
about taking a test, this pressure can cause that person to stress out dur- 
ing the test and hamper his ability to perform at that particular moment 
even though lie lias been a model student and has leviewed die course 
material since the first day Likewise, if a person is good at taking tests 
and makes lucky guesses, then their test score will not be completely 
correct. Therefore, neither of these students has been accurately 
assessed. 

Test scores do not measure a person’s importance or value. They do 
not detenniiie if a person is a success or a failure. Most importantly we, 
as individuals or as a society, should not allow test scores to undermine 
the selfesteem or today's students. It is the sum total of all aspects of 
one’s education tluit determines a person's success or failure ill life. 
Failing a resr does not make a person less valuable as a human being or 
label that person stupid. It simply means that a person did not do well 
on a particular test. Most probably, it also means that the person 
allowed himself to be drawn into the magical myth that tests will del er- 
mine Iiis iiitmc, thus exaggerating their importance and creating a 
tremendous amount of pressure which in turn could haw causee him in 
do poorly on the test. And theviscious cycle is created. 

Redirecting one's way of thinking on this issue is not an easy task. Tlie 
first step is realizing that a particular grade on an individual rest does nor 
make or break a person's future. Even a low score on an important rest 
such as college entrance exams or the Thwgihi will only anise a delay, 
not halt a person's entire future. Planning ahead anti being prepared will 
help take die pressure off and allow the knowledge to flow during a test. 
Some anxiety before a test is liealdiy and can actually help you do let- 
ter on a tesr. However, too much distress in any situation can be liann- 
ful. 

Ultimately, it is the individual who must leam to harness their anxi- 
eties and keep the power of tests in perspective. By focussing one's 
attention on thorough preparation instead of fear of failure, we can cre- 
ate a powerful weapon against the illusion that tests determine one's 
self-worth, thus ending die magical myth about tests. 


today's overage three-year-old, 

, And so die plot thickens. But 
Biazelton, too, lias theories, Tlie 
dangerous new vogue for eaiiy train- 
ing is, he thinks, dup to pressure to 
get children trained for preschool 
and daycare, because of tlie pres- 
sure on parents to get into work. 
Tlie struggle for bigger, belter .pa p- 
pies Is part of a campaign on behalf 


of parents who do not want to sub- 
ordinate their children's needs to die , 


demands of the global economy.lt is. 
ironic that he has hid to ally himself 
\yith big business. 1 Ip order to 'fight 1 
big business, . - ' ! "• 

:i ■' 'And that, inoeaslngly/'ls where 
^die ^ild expert Ijuhiitiy ' Is Jllese!- 
, fliitir® witli- .strab^ \ 
'■ pbU^bedfellowsifri amCP tojxrt^ 1 
■ : ntptb : the’ sort oCfjoficies tha^lwiil 
pfoiiiote ;the right[ ; soft of frtfriill^ 

. ' the -s^ib i.of ‘ 


Tlie market is nowded now with 
experts wlio spend as much lime 
taUdng at endi other as tiicy do talk- 
ing down to tlieir followers. \im cm 
make millions in this business if you 
play yoiu- catds right. 

List year two prominent IhStik- 
tankers - Sylvia Ann Hewlett and 
Cornel V\fest - published a lmok in 
tlie. US called The Wfar Against 
Parents. • 

Counledng a perceived trend Of 
parent-baiting, 1 it daimed tliat 
Aniericiin pareiits were doing lire ; 
best drey could under very difficult 
ditu instances, if social , Ills- were hit- 
I tiiig haid at tlie core of our expeetd- . 

. ttbns, it was thiiks to 'whole raii^ 
of gbvemment polides arid business 
practices that eroded, family life. It 
ptoposed a patent^ rights mefte- 
mentto redress the balance. .. 

Potty training, it seetris, is not jtct 
for toddlers ary tflwe.V;’ • • 


H | P''l- 








18 BODY & MIND 


FEBRUARY 23, 1999 — THE 


RAN A ASFOUR 


Health editoi 


HEPATITIS A VACCINES URGED 
FOR 1 1 STATES IN US 


\2/ma[ss o 8 seas 
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CEDAR GROVE, N J. (UP1 ) — A 
Centers For Disease Control 
and Prevention advisory com- 
mittee has recommended 
mandatory hepatitis A vaccina- 
tion programs for children in 1 1 
states where the rate of the dis- 
ease is at least twice the nation- 
al average. 

The Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices said 
Arizona, Alaska, California, 
Idaho, Nevada, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, Oregon, South 
Dakota, Utah and Washington 
all have a hepatitis incidence 
rate of at (east 20 per (00,000 
.people. Combined, these states 
represent 22 percent of the 
total U.S. population bur 
accounted for 50 percent of alt 
reported hepatitis A cases from 
1987 to 1997. The committee 
also said vaccination programs 
should be considered in states 
where the rate is at least 10 per 
100,000, including Missouri, 
Texas, Colorado, Arkansas, 




I !■ 



Montana and Wyoming. 

“The hepatitis A vaccine is won- 
derfully safe and marvelously 
effective," said Dr. Bill 
Schaffoer, a committee mem- 
ber and chairman of the Dept, 
of Preventive Medicine at 
Vanderbilt School of Medicine 
in Nashville. 

Tire recommendation covers 
children, ages 2 through 18, 
with younger children thought 
to be at greater risk. More than 
30 percent of cases involve chil- 
dren under age 15. Hepatitis A, 
which results in 5450 million in 
direct and associated costs 
each year, affects up to 200,000 
Americans annually, with about 
100 of those victims dying from 
it. 

Schaffher said hepatitis A is 
found in the intestinal tract and 
fecal matter and is spread from 
person to person through fecal- 
oral transmission. One com- 
mon way is small children who 
fait to wash their hands after 
using dre bathroom and pass 
the virus to other youngsters, 
who take it home and spread it 
among family members. 
“Hepatitis A wiped our most of 
my family for about six weeks," 
said Eileen \toldman, of 
Scottsdale, Arizona, whose 3- 





A new analysis by 
researchers at Ohio 
State University sug- 
gests that further educating 
fathers may boost breast- 
feeding rates, Three out of 
four new rttoms fcel that their 
partner's opinion Is jf prime 
influence 'on thelr cjecl^ion tQ 
rnirs? land many fathers' are 
disparaging. jb|ds> wiitiy 
that * 


year-old son in 1997 brought 
the vims home from day can*. 
Although the child showed only 
flu symptoms, Wiildman said 
her doctor advised her to take 
him to a hospital emergency 
department for tests. 

Watdman, who contracted the 
vims along with two otlter chil- 
dren, said despite very prompt 
medical treatment with 
immune gobulin (1C) shots, she 
missed five weeks of work and 
added that one child is still not 
folly recovered from ail symp- 
toms. 

Schaffher said sometimes 
hepatitis A, which affects the 
liver, may often show itself 
through flu-like symptoms, so 
many victims aren’t aware 
they've contracted the virus. 
More serious' cases have the 
more pronounced and com- 
mon symptom of a yellowing of 
the skin and eyes. 

Hepatitis A also can be spread 
through food and water conta- 
mination. Dr. Tom Dobbins, a 
physician in Marshall, Midi., 
said his 8-ycar-old daughter 
was pait of a major outbreak in 
his community stemming from 
contaminated strawberries. 
She ate the strawberries during 


a school lunch. j 

"It was about a month afttri 
ate the strawberries ihea 4 c/ 
a sudden kids started gen^ 
sick," Dobbins said. “Theinco- 
bation period was very long' 
CDC investigators finally mai 
the connection to strawtxnia 
but Dobbins said a fecakri 
contamination wai made 
"somewhere along the bod 
chain" for the strawberries to 
carry the virus. 

The current recommendations 
the second phase of a tine- 
prong hepatitis A program. Tta 
years ago, the first phase 
included a recommendation fa 
vaccinations of adults who tw 
el internationally and reskkss 
of small, ethnic communm 
such as Indian reservation 
Prior to this latest recommeo- 
dation, Oklahoma, Texas and 
Arizona had already taken steps 
to mandate vaccinations fa 
certain children. 

The CDC committee's itod 
phase, expected in two years, 
will be a recommendation del 
mandatory vaccination p<* 
grams be adopted throughout 
the United States. But, a 
Sdinffncr put it, “All of theiwt 
of you who would like to sun 
oil this now, go ahead." 
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DO BETA-BLOCKERS 
HELP OR HURT 
SURGERY? 



Dorothy Telxeira. a 76-year-old 
Peabody wo man who had a his- 
tory of chest pains, got even 
mote 'lad news last summer: 
Shehad colon cancer and need- 

eddirgfety-, • 

^_many- hospitals, Telxeira 
would hatie been taken off her 
lieait medications because of 
rhefeaf that the drugs — beta- 
blockers -r might make her 
heart too sluggish, 

But her doctor ar Beverly 
Hospital in Massachusetts, Dr. 
LlHrencc siiinbaum, is one of a 
growing number of anaesthesi- 
ologists who feel that not only 
sitould patients like Teixeira not 
be taken off beta-blockers, but 
that many others should be put 
on the drugs just before and for 
a week or soafter surgery. 

Ihe issue can be a matter of life 
and death — but It’s hotly con- 
troversial as well. 

Uro years ago, Dr. Dennis T. 
Mangano, an anaesthesiologisr 
at the VA Medical Center in San 
Francisco, published a study of 
200 patients who had heart dis- 
ease or Were at risk of it and 
were . having noncardiac 
surgery. He found that atenolol, 
» beta-blocker, reduced the 
overall risk of death by 55 per- 
cent and the risk of death from 
card lac causes by 65 percent. 


mam™ 

Iuuge to raise with 
your doctor Iff you 
heart disease, 
•r are at rl«k off It, 
»wd are facing non- 
cwrdlac surgoryt 

* Make sure everyone on 
your team; your internist, 

. your surgeon and your anes- 

thesiologist, know about 
your heart disease risk mid 
all medications you are tak- 
ing. 

‘Ask how the stress of 
^rgery may affect your 
heart and whether the risks 
of surgery outweigh this 
risk. . 

•If you’re already on beta- 
»ockers and any doctor on 
y°Ur team suggests stopping 
J Hn around foe time of 
^tynskwhy. 
r. If you’re not on beta- 

^ers; ask you shou|d ! 

and Aether you should 
, . before and continue 

■wsurgeiyt 

diLw^ f ° r f you ’ re djS- 

hean r’l 0 ^ h ° W Wel, y° ur 
, If 1 , t0| f^ed the surgery 

^efoeryousho.uldtake 

• %^8thorne.. 


The benefit was most pro- 
nounced in the six months after 
surgery, hut persisted for two 
years. 

"We were surprised," says 
Mangano. “It’s very exciting." 
Given that 30 million 
Americans a year have noncar- 
diac surgery and 3 million of 
them are at high risk for heart 
disease, wider use of atenolol 
— and presumably, other beta- 
blockers •— could prevent thou- 
sands of deaths a year, lie 
argues. 

The problem is that, aside from 
some supporting research, 
Manganu’s study is the main 
evidence for using beta-block- 
ers for this purpose, and many 
say that’s just not enough to 
act on. 

Manga no’s darn “are suggestive 
because it’s such a well-done 
snidy, but it is slid a relatively 
small study." .says Dr. I’d ward 
Lowenslciii, u cardiac aiiaesthe- 
siologist at Massachusetts 
General Hospital. 

Worse yet. it’s unlikely that 
more data will be forthcoming, 
because many beta-blockers 
are now sold .is generic dmgs 
and manufacturers have little 
incentive to fund mure studies. 
That means doctors have to go 
with their guts on this one, and 
their guts are telling them vast- 
ly different things. 

The nay-sayers stress that hela- 
blnckcrs carry some risks — 
notably they can exacerbate 
asthma and suppress heart heat 
and blood pressure, especially 
in patients who have failing 
hearts. 

Dr. Lee Flelslter, an anaesthesl* 
ologist at Johns Hopkins 
Medical Institutes in Baltimore. 


for instance, agrees that heart 
function should be closely 
monitored and controlled dur- 
ing and after suigery. But he 
argues there’s too little data to 
recommend that beta-blockers 
be used more routinely in 
surgery. 

Dr. Thomas Graboys, director of 
the Lown Cardiovascular 
Center at Boston’s Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital, adds that if 
a person is at risk for heart dis- 
ease. he “should be on beta- 
blockers whether he’s having 
surgery or not." Bur giving 
beta-blockers routinely to sur- 
gical patients is risky because 
the drugs can suppress heart 
rate and blood pressure. 

On the other hand, beta-block- 
eis "are safe and have been 
administered... to hundreds of 
thousands of people.” argues 
Dr. Peter Rock, an anesthesiolo- 
gist at Washington Univeisity in 
Si. Louis, Mo., who advocates 
wider use of the drugs. 

The American College ot 
Physicians agrees. In 1997. it 
recommended that surgical 
patients with heart disease or 
at risk for it take bcta-blockers 
around the time of surgery, 
unless there is a strong reason 
not to. 

Last year. the journal 
Anaesthesiology also conclud- 
ed in an editorial that "the 
majority of patients with risk 
factors for coronary artery dis- 
ease should be treated with at 
least some type of (beta)-block- 
er at the time of surgery." 

The reason is that surgery is a 
huge stress on the body. 
“Having on operation triggers a 
cascade of stress hormones," 
including adrenalin, which 


makes the heart beat more 
strongly and rapidly, says Dr. 
Daniel Carr, vice chairperson 
for anaesthesia research at the 
New England Medical Center. 
"Even if the person is unaware 
that his body is being operated 
upon because of general anes- 
thesia. these primal reflexes are 
still present." 

And the stress from surgery 
continues after a person wakes 
up. "It’s like being on an exer- 
cise treadmill for five days,” 
says Mangano, "even when 
pain, a notorious stressor, is 
well-controlled." 

In fact, peak heart attack risk 
conies three days after surgery, 
says Dr. James B. Proehlich, co- 
director of vascular medicine at 
the University of Michigan 
Medical Center in Ann Arbor. 
That’s when lluids that have 
leaked from blood vessels into 
tissues seep back into circula- 
tion. increasing the workload 
of the heart. 

The adrenalin surge that occurs 
during surgery also has a lin- 
gering effect on platelets, 
which become more likely io 
form clots that can clog coro- 
nary arteries. Surgical stress 
also causes the plaque in artery 
walls tn become unstable, 
which means pieces can ki eak 
off and block coronary arteries, 
even months later. 

All of Lhis has persuaded many 
doctors to lean toward wider 
use of beta-blockers tor surgi- 
cal patients. "Even if the effect 
is half ufwliat Mangano found, 
it's still unbelievable," says 
Shinbaum, the Beverly Hospital 
anaosthesiulogist. 

Dorothy Teixeira isn’t about to 
argue with that. She had no 
heart problems during or after 
her colon surgery. And despite 
having chemotherapy for her 
cancer, she says. "I went out 
New Year's Eve. I'm doing pret- 
ty good, considering." • 

. - by Judy Foreman 

Iienlllf columnist Jbr Tlie $oston 
Globe. ’ 


HORMONE 
BOOSTS 
HEIGHT FOR 
SOME KIDS 


BOSTON (UPI) — New 
research suggests human 
growth hormone can add 
up to 6 inches (15.24 cm) ro 
the adult height of children 
who appear destined, for 
reasons doctors can't 
explain, to be unusually 
shore. But the scientists say 
the treatment, which can 
cost as much as S20.000 a 
year and can involve daily 
injections for as long .is a 
decade, did nut help one 
out of live children partici- 
pating in the study. Stanford 
University researchers report 
their findings in Thursday's 
issue of The New England 
journal of Medicine. 


PESTICIDES 
FOUND ON 
POPULAR 
FOODS 


WASHINGTON (UPL| — 
Americans are exposed to 
unsafe levels of pesticide 
residues just by eating popu- 
lar fruits and vega tables, a 
consumer group says. 
Consumers Union, which pub- 
lishes Consumers Report, says 
an analysis of certain foods 
showed enough toxic material 
ro exceed government health 
standards and children are the 
most at risk by the pesticide 
residue, because they eat 
more fruits per pound than 
adults. . 


AN EASIER WAY TO 




I am iaking pills 
for diabetes. Do 
I need to restrict 
my intake el 
carbohydrates, 
toe? 

DEAR READER: Not nec- 
essarily. In a recent article in 
Diabetes Care (Vol, 21. 
1998), researchers studied 
114 diabetes patients who 
were taking antidiabetic 
pills. The doctors discovered 
that the degree of blood - 
sugar control was not relat- 
ed to the amount of carbo- 
hydrate consumed. The 
authors concluded that no 
special diet is necessary for 
diabetics who do nor requite 
insulin. 

This study will require 
confirmation, bur it probably 
means thai such diabetics 
need not rest riel dietary car- 
bohydrates. 

DEAR DR. OOTTi 


bunion, and hew 
Is It corrected? 

DEAR READER: A bunion 
is an abnormal swelling ar 
the base of the big toe. The 
cause is unknown, although 
genetics probably play a 
role. The situation is defi- 
nitely worsened by wearing 
shoes that are too narrow. 

The swelling causes the 
big toe to drift laterally (out- 
ward) and ro eventually 
over-ride the second toe. 
These directional ^changes 
worsen poor foot mechan- 
ics, - 

■ The surgical procedure of 
choice Is tini •Keller' opera- 
tion,;.: during , : which ;the 
swollen! fjsffue Arid part of 
■tjie : firsts joint ate, Tepioyed ,' 
'and the* big toe Is realigned 
jri I ts .pQYinal- positibn-; .! 
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HOW SLOW CAN LIGHT GO? 



A s it turns. out, you can, 
but there's a catch. You 
have to' - . slow light 
down — way,< way down. 
Want to travel faster than 
light? According to one of 
the most sacred principles of 
physics, that's impossible. In 
a vacuum, light travels at 
186,282 miles per second, 
and in a medium like air or 
water, it goes only a bit slow- 
er. which Is why when you 
turn on your bedside lamp, 
you don’t have to wait half 
nn hour before the light gets 
to your pillow. 

But now It turns out that 
with the right equipment, 
scientists can get light to go 
very, very slowly — a; slow 
as 38 miles per hour. They 
think they can get it to move. 
even slower, around two hun- 
dredths of a mile per hour. 
The social implications, let 
alone the scientific ones, are 
enormous. Imagine berating 
a cabby with: “Jeez, can't you 
do any better than the speed 
of light?" 

Putting the brakes on light 
might have applications 
years, down the road, but 
right now it's a fascinating 
new physical property. 

To get there, physicists led 
by Lene Vestfirgaord Hau of 
the Rowland Institute for 
Science in Cambridge, Mass., 
used a tiny blob of super- 
cooled sodium, activated 
with a laser at a particular 
wavelength. A second laser 
can then be fired through the 
normally opaque sodium; it 
passes' through, but not 
much faster than aracehorse 
can run.' 

The experiment, reported 


in last week's issue of the 
journal Nature, took advan- 
tage of a peculiar property 
called eiectromagnetically 
induced transparency. Every 
element has a certain color 
of light with which it inter- 
acts most strongly. Light at 
that exact wavelength would 
normally be totally absorbed. 
For sodium, the stuff these 
researchers used, it's the yel- 
low of common street lights. 

But a laser at a slightly dif- 
ferent wavelength, called a 
coupling beam, can alter the 

‘Jeez, can’t you 
do any better 
> than the speed 
of light?’ 

quantum properties of the 
atoms $0 they, no longer 
absorb chat wavelength. The 
quantum seas part, and a 
laser at the wavelength that 
should have been absorbed 
passes through unfettered. 

But changing the way a 
medium absorbs light also 
transforms the way light 
moves through it. All trans- 
parent substances slow down 
the light that moves through 
them — that's why light 
seems to bend, or refract, 
when it passes from air to 
water. Eiectromagnetically 
induced transparency, says 
Stanford physicist Steve 
Harris, spectacularly alters 
sodium's refractive proper- 
ties. 

Light takes seven 
microseconds to cross a sam- 
ple only eight thousandths of 


an inch long; in the vacuum 
of space, light would go 
more than a mile in the same 
rime. 


GO ON, BREAK THE CHAIN 

W hy do people keep popularity of e-mail .which creates they help test a new Microsoft c- 
ftlllng for tyberhoaxes7 a constant stream of new victims, mail tracking system by forwatd- 
Seen the latest commit- Judith Donath of the MIT Media inn the message. Millions of nen- 


W hy do people keep 
felling for tyfaerhoaxes? 
Seen die latest comput- 
er virus hoax yet? If not, you will 
soon. Hie Rev. Carroll Gene 
Sandens of Ftesno, Calif, got die 
dire warning In early February. "If 
you receive an e-mail tided 'It 
Hikes Guts to Say “Jesus" DO NOT 
open it," reads the message. "It 
will erase everything on your hard 
drive." He wondered briefly if the 
e-mail might be a hoax (it was) but 
followed the instructions to for- 
ward it to his friends anyway. u l fig- 
ured it couldn't hurt anything," 
says Sanders. 

It did lio harm, except to waste 
some time, but the 'Jesus" mes- 
sage, one of a growing number of 
e-mail hoaxes dogging people's' 
computers, raises die question oT 
why the supposedly astute people 
who use the Net are so&eemlngly 
gullible. One answer is die rapid 
growth of the Internet and the 


popularity of e-mail, which creates 
a constant stream of new victims. 
Judith Donath of the MIT Media 
Lab thinks chain e-mail, which can 
be sent off wldi a mouse-dlck, 
may be a painless way for people 
to connect with friends when they 
have nothing really to say She also 
finds an explanation in sodobiolo- 
gy. E-mail like the Jesus hoax, 



which is “worded to alarm the 
naive," reminds her of "the rapid 
spread of alarm calls in a flock of 
birds." Qy forwarding such a mes- 
sage, people are simply trying to 
be helpful. 

Helpful or greedy? Somedmes 
It’s both. Consider the Dlsney- 
Mlcrosoft hoax, which claims 
recipients will receive $5,000 dr a 
free vacation at Disney World If 


|BOIESrTaLLY ENJOYS HISJOB 


'YOU NEVER DO IS TRY TO FIGURE OUT IF YOU^TgOING TO WIN' 
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The sodium slows light the 
most if it's in a special state, 
a quantum curiosity called a 
Bose-Einstein condensate. 
It's created when atoms are 
cooled until they stop mov- 
ing almost entirely. 

The atoms merge; the 
quantum wave functions that 
define them combine into 
one, “You -peed a very pure 
gas, Very cpld, and the atoms 
ip it can't be colliding with 
each other," says Eric 
Cornell, a physicist at the 
University of Colorado at 
Boulder and one of the mak- 
ers of the first Bose-Einstein 
condensate! Chilled to just 
billionths of a degree above 
absolute zero, individual 
sodium atoms become a sin- 
gle, dense glob, atoms 
vibrating in lockstep. 

Supersiow light will remain 
a laboratory curiosity for 
some time to come. If they 
can slow photons down 
enough — Hau is shooting 
for about a centimeter a sec- 
ond — scientists could make 
images of the light as it pass- 
es by. In theory, it might be 
brought virtually to a stop, 
although it's hard to know 
what you'd do then. Now, If 
only they could get It to go 
faster — that would be 
something. 

By ADAM ROGERS 


they help test a new Microsoft c- 
mail tracking system by forward- 
ing the message. Millions of peo- 
ple have received it, “The lure of 
something for nothing is pretty 
powerftil," says David Mlkkelson, 
wlio manages the Urban Legends 
References 1 Pages on the Web, 
With e-mail, “you don't even have 
to fill out a card. There doesn't 
seem to be a downsfde." 

But that wasn't true for Anna 
Mary Smalley, who forwarded the 
Disney e-mail from her desk at 
Penn State. Her e-mail server auto- 
matically added her name and 
phone number to the e-mail, so as 
the message circled the globe, 
hundreds of calls came Ip. Callers 
vyere angiy, many hoped to leam 
die e-mall was true. As. one anony- 
mous Internet' user wrote about 
the Disney vacation, "Hoax or not, 
: a girl can dream", 

‘ By DEBORAH BRANSOJM 


How an affable Irial 
lawyer wHh an undar- 
■ffaled canniness Is dri- 
ving Oates ft Ce. to Hie 
wall. 

Brad Chase, a senior Microsoft 
executive, was under oath — 
and under siege. His tormentor; 
David Boies, the government's 
lead attorney in the antitrust 
dash against Microsoft. The 
topic: the company's decision 
last year to abandon plans to 
put new restrictions on its part- 
ners. Boies wanted to know if 
the decision was influenced by 
concerns that the restrictions 
might play badly in upcoming 
Senate hearings into Microsoft's 
dominance. On rhe stand, 
Chase says he has only a "vague 
recollection” of who within the 
company was worried about the 
Senate's probe. Haltingly, Boies, 
a rumpled lawyer, refers to 
"Exhibit Number 1847A,” an e- 
mail message from a Microsoft 
staffer that is copied to Chase. 
“Brad mentioned... new con- 
cerns" about the hearings, the 
message says. Boles looks up; 
“Is that Brad that's referred to 
there you, sli?" he asks politely. 
In a comer. Chase answers: "1 
can't be positive, but 1 assume it 
was me." 

Score one for the Feds. It was 
another quiet gotcha moment 
for Boies, whose consdously 
unflashy courtroom style is 
turning the Microsoft trial into 
a clash between the concede- 
nothing culture of Redmond 
and a lawyer with the under- 
stated canniness of a courtroom 
Columbo. Boies’ exchange with 
Chase illustrates three of the 
main reasons many people 
expect the Justice Department 
to prevail; the depth of research 
that has gone Into pulling out 
precisely the right e-mall (out of 
some 33 million subpoenaed 
documents)' just when they 
would do the most damage; the 
give-no-ground defensiveness 


of Microsoft's executives, from 
Bill Gates on down, and the 
deftness with which Boies has 
exploited the first two factors. 
Tiie real story of the trial may 
turn out to be Boies, whose 
civility, flare for drama and gift 
for making the other guy look 
bad is consistently scoring 
points against the software 
giant. “They have given me 
more opportunity than i 
thought I'd have," Boies toid 
Newsweek. 

He's certainly been tucky in 
his enemies. Bill Gates' defen- 
sive videotaped deposition sug- 



gested - improbably - that the 
richest man in America was for- 
getful and out of the loop. But 
Boies is not merely capitalizing 
on the other side's missteps — 
he's helping to trip them up, "In 
every case he's in.” says 
Jonathan Schiller, Boies' law 
partner, "people comment on 
how the other side keeps mak- 
ing mistakes." How does he do 
it? in an informal, conversation- 
al way. he tries to win conces- 
sions that track with the gov- 
ernment's facts while undercut- 
ting the credibility of anyone 
who supports Microsoft's. His 
weapons: witnesses' own 

words, which he slips around 
their neck so they can hang 
themselves. “Once you throw 
their words back at them," he 
says cheerfully, "they're boxed 
In." 

Boies hopes to convince the 
judge that Microsoft's witness- 
es can't be believed. An appel- 
late court, which gets only tran- 
scripts, would be likely to 
accept the trial judge's deci- 
sions about who's credible and 
who's not. "You always have in 
mind two audiences: the trier or 
fact nnd the appellate division, H 
he says. And if lie loses, "You 


want to have a record that you 
can win on appeal." To build his 
record, Boles asks quealonj 
that can't lose - where on* 
answer scores a point on the 
Tactual record while the opp* 
site response damages thewlt- 
ness' credibility. Last wed; 
Boies asked Microsoft's Chutff 
it was "very clear that (AT&T) 
really, really wanted to be In tht 
'Windows Box."' When Chase 
said he didn't recall. Bolts 
"refreshes |hisj recollection' 
with an e-mail from a staffa to 
Chase using the very woidj n 
Boies' question. If Chase had 
acknowledged AT&T's hopes, h 
would have bolstered the go* 
eminent's point abut 
Microsoft's power. As it was, his 
resistance enabled Boies to cal 
his credibility into question. 

Boies is a happy warrior. Bom 
in Illinois in 1941, he moved to 
California as a kid. One of hb 
first tough Jobs, his wife, May, 
says, was delivering newspapers 
in Watts. After graduating from 
Yale Law School, Boies took a 
job at the tony New York law 
firm of Cravath, Swalne & 
Moore, thinking he'd soon leave 
to become a professor. His leg- 
endary cheap navy suits, whkh 
he used to buy from Sears |H 
was a dark day in our llveswhen 
they stopped making them,' 
says Mory|, and mail-order 
shirts and ties make him look 
like an underpaid academic. But 
he found that lie loved the 
arena. "I like what I do.' sap 
Boies, smiling. 

One of his finest hours was 
working the other side ofa ma- 
slve antitrust case. 
defended IBM in a 13-year bat- 
tle against the government thf 
Feds ultimately folded. Whffl 
the Justice Department was 

bringing its case against 
Microsoft, It readied out to 
Boies. The thinking: a guy 
got one giant off the h«w 
would understand how to lung 

another. He was happy 


and took a pay cut to $33.33 an 
hour. 

The government s getting a 
bargain, and Microsoft knows 
it On paper, the company says, 
Ks defense Is "very strong." 
Indeed, the written testi- 
monies of its witnesses, which 
Boles doesn't attack point by 
point, are far stronger than 
their courtroom cameos. 
Microsoft's amiable general 
counsel, William Neukom, con- 
tends that if Microsoft seems 
obstinate, It is because of the 
government's cheap shots. 

Hie stickiest point for 
Microsoft Is the judge's skepti- 
cism about the company — or 
at least his rapport with Boies. 
During the cross-examination 
last week of a Compaq execu- 
tive testifying for Microsoft, 
the Judge peppered him with 
Boies-like questions. Weeks 
eaifier Boies revealed that a 
Microsoft video, which pur- 
ported to show one PC, actual- 
ly starred several, prompting 
die judge to say Boies did “a 
very professional job of dis- 
crediting" the video. 

If the court ultimately sides 
with Boies, he may be in the 
tricky position of having to rec- 
ommend a remedy. 
Government officials are 
already mulling the possible 
prescriptions, including an 
AT&T-styte breakup. Microsoft 
could counter with a 
Clintonian defense: the punish- 
ment doesn't fit the crime. 
Boies insists he's just thinking 
about the trial. "One of the 
things you never do is try to 
figure out whether you're 
going to win," says Boies, who 
has a penchant for blackjack. 
You play the hand, and at the 
end you know whether you've 
won or lost." For now, David 
Boies is having a lot more luck 
« the table than Bill Gates. 

By JARED SANDBURG 


WORKING TOWARDS PROPER RADIO 
FREQUENCY SPECTRUM MANAGEMENT 

E ver since Mo started tuning 

into the BBCs Wbrid Service ^ AHMED NASER 

on 103.1 MHz on his FM car Technology Correspondent V A 


E ver since Mo started tuning 
into the BBCs Wbrid Service 
on 103.1 MHz on his FM car 
radio, he's been getting increasing- 
ly worried about his ears because 
of an ever ringfng 'din.' Mo visited 
a number or ear, nose and throat 
specialists wlio all tell him that 
there is nothing wrung with his sys- 
tem. 

But tliere's another system bro- 
ken: Spectrum management. Mo's 
din is no more than typical inter- 
ference from other broadcast ser- 
vices that find their way into tlve 
BBC's broadcast spectrum alloca- 
tion. 

Not counting the Armed Forces, 
Jordan Radio and Television (jRTV). 
and (lie Civil Aviation Authority, 
there are over 200 spectnmi 
licensees wlio roam the airways 
with short wave radios doily. These 
licensees bring in JOD 1.5 million 
to the treasury cadi year. 

According to the 1995 Jordanian 
Telecommunications Act, 

Spectrum management is the sole- 
responsibility of the 
Telecommunications Regulatory 
Commission flRC). ’Hint, however, 
is easier legislated than applied. 

Nevertheless, TRC Director 
General Yousef Abu Jamousc. 
insisting that "a dean spectrum" is 
a "must," says "offering clean spec- 
mini will have .1 positive ourcome 
on both what the treasury collects 
and the regulatory atmosphere |in 
Jordan]." 

Prior to tiie 1995 
TWecomniunicnlions Act, oigmiiza- 
lions like the Aimed Forces and 
JRTV had llielr own chunk of the 
airwaves and managed it them- 
selves. Companies like Jordan 


Low health 




by AHMED NASER 

Technology Correspondent 

Radio Paging QRP) had to get secu- 
rity clearance to operate the first 
paging network in Jordan. 

But after the enactment of the 
1995 Act, all entities that came into 
existence prior to tiie law must 
readjust their legal status. 

As sudi, even though the 1995 
Act provides this, Abu Jainouse 
told die Arab Daily diac the TRC 
still lias to refer to the Armed 
Forces because they have a data- 
base known as the "national regis- 
ter of frequendes," which identi- 
fies users to spectrum allocation. 

Ensuring “dean spectrum" from 
the TRC's side, meanwhile, is not 
possible since the TRC still lias no 
mechanism for this task, Abu 
Jamouse notes. 

in one ckse that die TRC inter- 
vened in, a transmission stadon 
owned by die Jordan Petroleum 
Refinery in Zarqa was interfering 
widi marine emeigency satellite 
frequences of a French monitoring 
station, according to Abu jamouse. 
"Emergency spectrum allocations 
sudi as this should not be jkepr 
busy|," he pointed out. 

"In this case, we received all the 
data Rom the Frcndi monitoring 
station... They gaw me tiie longi- 
tude and latitude as to the location 
of tiie node tljat was causing inter- 
ference and then we went down 
there and after clarifying every- 


... ^ 





tiling, dosed it down," Abu 
Jamouse toid die Arab Daily. 

Tiie bottom line, according to 
Abu Jamouse. is diat as communi- 
cations moves more towards wire- 
less, Spectrum management will 
become an essential part of 
telecommunications' regulatory 
work. 

Meanwhile, obstades standing 
in the way of die TRC are availabil- 
ity of technology and changing the 
attitude of the cuircnt wireless 
establishment in Jordan. 

In addition to coordination with 
the Armed Forces, since they hove 
the national frequency register, die 


TRC still lias to “go to various users 
and collect bits and pieces of data 
manually," Abu Jamouse told the 
Arab Daily. 

“Frequency management must 
be online, in order to prevent all 
cases of interference." lie adds. 
"■Hie process is based on taking 
preventive measures." 

And Spectrum management 
does not stop short ar the bonders 
of the Jordanian heartland. 

The Kingdom is a signatory 
party to International 
Telecommunications Union agree- 
ments sudi as tiie- Radio recom- 
mendations, whidi deal with all 


details related to Spectrum man- 
agement. 

"Regional coordination is. done 
on a one-to-one basis. IF I have 
interference from Israel, I Iwve to 
go and coordinate with them," Abu 
Jamouse notes. 

the TRC was established in late 
1995 with tiie spirit of liberalizing 
tiie telecommunications sector in 
Jordan. It has since licensed two 
pay-plione operators, tiie coun- 
try’s Internet Service Provider and 
a second paging operator. Tiie TRC 
is now in tiie process of finalizing 
Jorclan Telecom's GSM division 
license. 


ELEMENTS OF SPECTRUM MANAGEMENT 


Spectrum Allocation Data-base 


It Is essential to allocate frequency 
bonds that will meet widi die require- 
ments of die Intended service, 
Broadcast TV for Instance needs 
omnkllrectlonnl coverage over a 
large wen and Is tints allocated fre-. 
quenty bands In die lower paitpftiie 
spectrum; Whereas emeigency man 
i(ime services, wiildi require World- 
wide coverage, HF frequency bands 
are allocated. 

Rutland 

Hie' mi has . established general ' 
ndes and - regulations . regarding 
intemadpha! ‘ sp^fethim. , allocation 
■ and management, contained in-tiie 


.'theifiW 4 ; • £ . ’J $ ; i ■: 


An Integral component of spectrum 
management Is die ability to store, 
maintain and access Information 
about eadi individual communica- 
tions system, regarding its relevant 
parameters of individual radio com- 
munications facilities necessary to 
perfonn spectriim managerhent. 

Frequency 

coordhtaHon ... ‘j 

Because the '.radio spectiun is. a 
scarce national , resource - ' arid life 
demand Irani both private and gov- • 
' omrnentiiisei^ continues to iiOTe&e; ’ 
Itlsnecessary to creafe.a mediafiRrn 
l^whichfrequ^tHde^ ossigii^ci ; 
to particular servicefi'.ai^ .'sysfctra; 

; wh^bjr,. ^ greater . 


users can be 'accommodated. 

licensing, 

uulgmueirt, 

admfobtrartian 

Tliese processes grant authority for 
use of the radio sjjectmm to individ- 
ual users* SlnreiTiost^tommiinication 
systems haye a finite lifetime, most 
licenses arc,- granted ' fpr'a ^edfic . 
period oftinie. 

•' S pactwwn 
monitoring - 

.Data .collected through tiie' rrionl-; 
toring. process is needed by 1 spec; 
trum management, speontrri mote 
i footing and. spetnute atforcenierit, 
offidiOs hvpn^er for each tp carry 
. 'out dteir' tespedive rrtiBiOns.'^e' 
' date'm^iy'coniprises Ibcatidp ^jic} 


frequency braid. 

Enforcement 

The ability to enforce roles nnd regu- 
lations pertaining to the o|ieratinu of 
radio communications Is dcarfy 
dependent upon both an effective 
spectrum management system and 
an integrated spectnmi monitoting 
' system. 




Spectrum . 

cngnwonng 

■ Though spdal, economic and pOliti- 
'■ erf amriderations enter into ded- 
: sioris. many spectaim management 
j, Is^es-canixana^zedtardspectnim 
i management derisions made, based 
on. engineering and tedinlcal fi^- jj 
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FEBRUARY 23, 1999 — THE ARA 


07:00 Market Watch 
07:30 Europe Today CNBC 
08:00 US CNBC 
Squawk Box 
10:00 Market Watch 
13:00 Power Lunch 
14:00 Market Watch 
15:00 US CNBC Squawk Box 
17.00 US Market Watch 
18:00 Europe Market Wrap 
18:30 Europe Tonight 
20:30 US Power Lunch 
21 :0O US Street Signs 
00:00 Europe Tonight 
0 100 The Edge 
01:30 NBC Nlghlly Newa 
02:00 CNBC Asia Squawk Box 
03:30 US Market Wrap - 
:Q0 Trading Day Live 
Oft: 30 Lunch Money 



07:00 News 
11:15 Style ■■■*< 
11:45 International 
12:15 Globus 
12:45 No Comment 
13:15 Cinema 
13:45 Europeans 
14:15 2000 
14:45 Cult 
15:15 Style 
16:45 International 
16:15 Globus 
16:46 International 
17:15 Cinema 
17:45 Visa 
18:15 Europeans 
16:45 International 
18:15 Style 
18:45 International 
20:15 News & Analysis 
22:46 International 
23:00 News & Analysis 
23:45 Cult 

00:00 News & Analysis 
00:45 No Comment 
01:00 News & Analysis 


Joumat-Wrth 
Top Story 
01:30 The End of The Odyssey 
02:00 Journal-MJtTageelheniB 
02:30 Fqlitlk AWueH-Das 
Palitikrnagazin 

03:00 Journal-Con Tama Dal Dta 
Journal-WIth Tbp Story , 
03:30 Germany Today 
04:OQ Jourhal-MItTagesthema 
04:30 Naheuinahma 
05:00 Journal-WIth Top Story 
05:30 Tomorrow Tbday-MRJennium 
Magazine 

06:00 Journal- MU Tagesthema 
06:30 Deutschland Heuts . 

07:00 Journal -With Top Story 
07:30 Hie Grid of the Odyssey . 
08:00 JoufnaPM^Tdgestftema 
0630 RolMk AWuefl-Das' 


Politlkmagazln 

09:00 Joumat-Wilh Top Story 

08:30 Germany Today 

10:00 Jaumal-MIt Tageathama 

10:30 Nahaufnahme 

1 1 :00 Journal-Wit h Top Story 

1 1 :30 Tomorrow Today-Millennium 

Magazine 

12:00 Journal-MIt Tageathema 
12:30 Deutschland Heule 
1 3:00 Journal-WIth Tbp Story 
13:30 The End of The Odyssey 
14:00 Journal-MIt Tageathema 
14:30 Politlk Aktuell-Das 
PolHkmagazIn 
1 5:00 Jou rnal-WIth Top Story 
15:30 Germany Today 
16:00 Jaumal-MIt TagesthemB 
16:3(1 100 Deutsche Jahre 
17:00 Jaurnai-WIth "top Story 
17:30 Tomorrow Today-Millennium 
Magazine 

18:00 Journal-MIt Tageathema 
18.-30 Deulchland Heuta 
18:00 Journal-WIth Ibp Story 
19:30 Cloae-Up 
20:00 JournBl-MII Tageathema 
20:30 Auto Motor Und Sport TV 
21:00 Journal-WIth Top Story 
21:30 Germany Today 
22:00 Journal-Mil Tageathema/ 
Journal-Con Tema Dai Dta 
22:30 Prime r Plano 
22:30 100 Deutsche Jahre 
23:00 Journal-WIth Top Story 
23:30 People and Politics 
00:00 Journal-MIt Tageathema 
00:30 Deutschland Haute 


01:00 AJpIne Skiing 
02:00 Rally 



10:30 LIVE Nordic 
Siding: World Championships In 
Rameau. Austria 
1 1:45 LIVE Nordlo Skiing: World 
Championships In 

Rameau. Austria 
13:30 Nordlo Skiing 
14:30 LIVE Nordic Skiing: World 
Championships In 

Remaau, Austria 
16:30 LIVE Tennis: ATP 
Toumarqemt In London. 

. Great Britain 
18:30 Alplna SWIng - 
18:30 LIVE Alpine Skiing: World 
Cup In Are, •• 

Sweden 
20:15 Football 

21:00 LIVE Football: European 
FuteaT Championship 

1999 In Granada. Spain 
22:30 LIVE. Football: European 
Futeel Championship 

_ 1899 In Grenada, Spain 
OOflO Baring \ 
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WORLD 


02:00 BBC World News 
02:30 World Living: Earth Report 
03:00 BBC World News 
03:30 Asia Today 
03:45 World Business Report 
04:00 BBC World News 
04:30 Asia Today 
04:45 World Business Report 
05:00 BBC World News 
05:30 Asia Today 
05:46 World Business Report 
00:00 BBC World News 
09:30 USA Direct 
07:00 BBC World News 
07:30 World Focus 
06:00 BBC World News 
08:30 World Living 
09:00 BBC WOrld News 
08:30 Handlhlk 
10:00 BBC World Newa 
10:30 World Focus 
11:00 BBC World News 
1 1:30 Hard Talk 
12:00 BBC Worid News 
12:30 World Living 
1 3:00 The World Today 
1 4:00 The World Today 
14:30 Wild Wbrld 
15:00 BBC World News 
15:15 World Business Report 
1 6:30 The World Today 
16:30 World Uvfng 
17:00 BBC World News 
17:30 Hard Talk 
1 8:00 BBC World Nbwb 
18:30 Out Or India 
18:00 BBC World News 
19:30 Wbrld Living 
20:00 The World Today 
2 1 :00 The World Today 
21:30 Hard Talk 
22:00 BBC World News 
22:30 World Focus 






04:00 The Secret 
World Of Alex Mack 
04:30 Mowgll 
05:00 Mighty Max 
05:30 Rocko's Modern Life 
06:00 Real Monsters 
06:30 Doug 
07:00 Arthur 
07:30 Wlmzle’s House 
08:00 Blues Clues 
08:30 The Busy World Of 
Richard Scarry 
09:00 Mr Men 
09:05 Mr Men 
09:10 Mr Men 
09:15 Magic Mountain 
09:30 The Dlgswell Dog Show 
09:45 Little Hippo 
10:00 Arthur 
10:30 Hey Arnold 
11:00 Catdog 
11:30 Rugrats 
12:00' Kenan & Kel 
12:30 The Secret World Of 
Alex Mack 
13:00 Doug 

13:30 Rocko's Modern Life 
14:00 Real Monsters 
14:30 Hey Arnold 
15:00 Rugrats 
15:30 Catdog 
18:00 Kenan & Kel 
16:30 Mowgll 


02:30 Cyborg 2: 

Glass Shadow 
04:30 Matilda 
06:30 Mommle Dearest 
09:00 Magic Island 
10:30 the Net 
12:30 Oliver’s Story 
14:00 Gho8tbusters II 
16:00 In Cold Blood 
18:30 Jungle Fever-New: 
Jungle Boy 

20:30 Inside Hollywood 
21 :00 Poetic Justice 
23:00 The Juror 
01 :00 The Usual Suspects 


02:00 Premiere; 

VH1 Country With Tamara 
Beckwith 

03:00 American Class 
04:00 VHI Late Shift 
08:00 Power Breakfast 
10:00 Pop-Up Video 
11:00 VHI Upbeat 
14:00 Ten Of The Best 
15:00 Greatest Hits Of 
15:30 Pop-Up Video 
16:00 Jukebox 
19:00 Five ® Five 
19:30 Pop-Up Video 
20:00 Happy Hour With Toy ah 
Wlllcox 

21:00 VHI Hits 

22:55 Beautiful North Week: 

Manchester 

23:00 Ten Of The Best 

23:30 VHI To 1:M People 

00:00 Greatest Hits 01 

01:00 VHI Spice 


:30 John . 

Larroquette 
02:55 Larry Sanders 
03:25 Married With Children 
03:50 Homicide: Life On The 
Streets ' 

04:40 One Life To Live 
05:30 General Hospital 
06:20 Sunset Beach 
07:10 Houston Knights 
08:00 I Married Dora 
08:25 Designing Women 
08:50 Minor Adjustments 
09:15 Lost On Earth 
09:40 Step By Step 
10:05 Sliver Spoons 
10:30 Family Matters 
10:55 One Life Of Live 
1 1 :45 General Hospital 
12:35 Sunset Beach 
13:25 Houston Knights 
14:15 I Married Dora 
14:40 Designing Women 
15:05 Minor Adjustments 
15:30 Lost On Earth 
15:55 Step By Step 
16:20 Silver Spoons 
16:46 Moon Over Miami 
17:35 Family Matters 
18:00 Robin Hood 
19:00 3rd Rock From The Sun 
1 9:30 New8radlo 
20:00 Charmed 
21 :00 Michael Hayes 
22:00 John Larroquette 
22:30 Larry Sanders 
23:00 FX The Series 
00:00 Martin 

00:25 Malcolm And Eddie 
00:50 Early Edition 
01 :40 Melrose Place 


04:00 Repossessed 
06:00 The Other 
Side Of The Law 
08:00 Zeus And Roxanne 
10:00 Vegas Vacation 
12:00 Zeus And Roxanne 
14:00 The Living Daylights 
16:00 Gremlins 2 The New 
Batch 

18:00 Space Jam 
20:00 The Blood Of the 
Hunter." 

22 : 0 Q‘Serial Mom 

00:00 New Jack City . 

02:00 Serial M 6 m .. 


04:30 Uiuok 

O5:3C) 0 Judge 

Judy 

06:00 El In Focus 
07:00 Jeopardy (r) 

07:30 Wheel Of Fortune ■ 
08:00 Hollywood Squares 
08:30 Sally JesBy Reephael 
09:30 El Uncut 
10:00 The Roaeanna Show 
11:00 Sunshine Cuisine 
1 1 :30 Cooking Secrete Oi The 
CIA 

12:00 El News Daily 
12:30 El FYE 
13:00 Regis And Kathy Lee 
14:00 El Behind The Scenes 
14:30 Movie TV 
15:00 Travel Update 
15:30 The View 
16:30 Main Floor 
17:00 The Roseartne Show 
18:00 Jeopardy 
18:30 Wheel Of Fortune 
■ 1 9:00 Hollywood Squares 
19:30 JudgB Judy 
20:00 El Special: The Sound 
Of The Grammys 
21 :00 El Extreme Close UP 
21:30 EIQ&E 
22:00 Main Floor 
22:30 Late Show With David 
Latterman 

23:30 El News Dally (r) 
00:00 Jerry Springer 
01:00 The View(r) 


01:00 Cuba >U]|iM| 
03:00 Caddy shack 
05:00 Police Academy 
07:00 Prisoner Of 2nd Avenue 
09:00 Splendor In The Grass 
1 1 ;00 Seven Brides For Seven 
Brothers 

13:00 The Magnificent Seven 
15:00 The Wizard 01 Oz 
17:00 Inherit The Wind 
19:00 On The Town 
21:00 Superfly 
23:00 Lenny 


15:15 Dallas i 

16:00 Kassandra E 

18:30 Bananas In • 

Pyjamas 

19:30 French News 
19:45 English Newa 
20:00 Fame 
22:30 Savannah 
01:30 Danielle Steefe 
03:30 Dallas 
04:30 Adrenaline 
07:30 Video Clips 
:00 Bananas In 




07:00 Van Can Cook 
14:00 Flash Newe/Uve 
15:16Tele-Auto 
20:00 News \ 

23:30 Movie — 
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FEBRUARY THE 23RD Todi 


THE DAY OF THE VWIII.li CANDILWI f : 
eLhv 23 people specialize in offering not only their ideas 
as viable nlremaiiws to less 1 I 1.111 ideal cir- 
“fL, they m often problem solvere engaged in nuwing 
SSwri in a positive Mon. Once lliosc Iwm on thU 
nonviittd that they are ilic best candidate lor a Job. j»si- 
tf family leadership or social responsibility diey must secure 
or at least receive a fair hearing. T1ieir aiguments 
Soigert and sound as is their advice, for rarely do they 
ajDflsntocefflVwe of i their views until dicy have done their 
taMnsk thoroughly. 

ttnay 23 people are rcnllsis, down-to-with individuals 
iVrtoiringipa situation and placing ilieir finger tin precise- 
Son be Improved. Unfortunately, llwlr realism may in lact 
Jtpessinfcm aid particularly in later life those bom tin tills day 
oabewre of becoming liypernitical. even billet There is an 
iifattlydadtslde to February 23 people, rwwssiiai ing a core- 
UbaSweofrhdr energies to avoid depression. They must par- 
Mibb beware of falling Into setfdcsuuctiw? patterns. 

Miuzy 23 people have a solid hold on die material world, 
ltearenotowdy indulgent in enjoying tlic luxuuries oflile. For 
tote thr® of dealing with practicalities and everyday infi- 
nite ha to do with building on yesterday and preparing Tor the 
oftomonow. Tliey arc like a nx itnr which tma: mu- 
cag, keeps running. 

Those bom on this day arc happy to expand lltcir I vise of 
cpyjtos but will generally do so cautiously. Unc reason for 
to sucres, in additon to their pragmatism, is their kairutic 
«r,iz. knowing the right time to act and when to stand pat. 
The bom on dlls day usually handle the existential dilemma 
mI. ting responsibility for directing their lives while accepting 
tfetMofiievitab% 

When February 23 people are frustrated in one direction they 
ordybaktrack, but simply choose another path. Most of die 
etc, before embarking on plan A they have already considered 
rhemeritsof plan B.and hold it in ready reserve. Thus tliost* bom 
ante day end at offering advice to those who have simply 
reached a deed end and can go no farther. Often they them- 
seta, or their services, prove to be tlte viable alternative tu a 
nknute. 

In teir private lives, Rebmary 23 people must lx; ware ol 
adopdngan aHqwwing or infallible attitude aixl becoming cunt- 
|tew or unresponave to die emotional needs of others, llicy 
na strive to keep their minds open and time in to die wishes 
ofihose around them. By tiufy valuing dip opinions of others, 
id Sawing cgietiy and nonJudgementaDy to llicir concerns, 
teywil win friends and Inspire support fordieirown efforts. 


TUESDAY. FEB. 23. 1999 
By Stella Wilder 

B orn today, you know how 
to get things done In a 
manner that is both highly 
productive and often secretive. 
This, of course, Is unintentional 
on your part, but you do things In 
such a way that you are easily 


Today is Tuesday. Feb. 23. the 54th day of 1999 with 311 to follow. 

Tlic iiKHin is waxing, moving toward its full phase. 

T lie morning star is Mars. 

The evening stars arc Mercury, Venus. Jupiter and Saturn. 

T hose bom on this day are under the sign of Pisces. They include 
German composer George Frederick Handel in 1685; Meyer 
Anischel Rothschild. European banker and founder of the 
Rothschild financial dynasty, in 1743; black writer and philosopher W.E.B. 
DuBois in 1868: film director Victor Fleming In 1883; journalist-author 
William Sliirer in 1904; journalist Sylvia Chase in 1938 (age 61); actor 
Peter Fonda in 1939 (age 60); rock musician Johnny Winter, brother of 
Edgar Winter, in 1944 (age 55); and Patricia Richardson (“Home 
Improvement") in 1951 (age 48). | . 
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HEALTH 

T i hose bom on Rebmary 23 are 
likely to drive themselves too 
liarri. Tliey must learn to rest and 
relax. Also, undistuibed fall nights of 
sleep are crucial to their health. 
Therefore, a top priority should be given 
to making their sleeping space comfort- 
able and quiet. Because of their sensu- 
ous orientation, those bom on tills day 
are particularly receptive to massage 
and all forms of pleasurabble pliysical 
stimulation. This sensuality is shown in 
their attitude toward food as well. Tliey 
can make excellent cooks, capable of 
creating new dishes and rethinking tra- 
ditional recipes. They must, however, be 
careful or letting their appetites ion 
» away with them, and are advised to 
limit fat in dieir cooking and diet. 


overlooked until the dramatic 
nature of your accomplishment 
becomes clear to all. You never 
mind being cast in supporting 
roles In life because you pos- 
sess the confidence that if you 
go aboul your business in a con- 
scientious manner, contentment 
will follow no mailer the given 
assignment. You are down-to- 


earth and realistic about your 7 
own potential. 

You are not attracted to the kinds 
of individuals who go out of their 
way to be attractive. On the con- 
trary. the more "real - and “unas- 
suming" an Individual, the more 
attractive he or she will be to 
you. You are not a fan of fancy 
clothes, fast cars or cosmelic 


!// <DN THIS DAY IN' Hf^TORY; ^'^ 

In 1942, a Japanese submarine surfaced 
off die coast of California and fired 25sliefls 
at an oil refinery near Santa Baihars. 

In I94S, six members of the 5th Division 
of tlie U.S. Marines planted, an American 
flag atop Mount Suribachi oil the Pacific . 
Island ciF fwojima. 

in 1982, Canada Japan arid the Common 
Market nations of Europe joined the United 
States in ecouomic and dljflomadc sanc- 
tions against Poland and the Sovwt'UnJon, 
to protest imposition of martial low In 
Poland. 

In 1994, Bosnia's waning Croats and 
Muslims signed a cease4ire agreement. Tlte 
Croats agreed to pull back from the Muslim 
dty of Mosta* vriidi lud been under siege. 

In 1995, the Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age dosed above -1,000 fertile fast time - at 
400333. ■ 

Also in 1995, at a' campaign dinner in 
Dallas, Sen. PI til Gramm, R-Texas, raised $4. 1 
million - believed to bo a record far such an 
event. The next day. he announced his can- 
didacy for president 
In 1996. hw sons-aHsw of Saddam 
Hussein, win lrad lied Iraq to exile in 
Jordan, returned after being pardoned and 
told they’d be safe back home. The next 
day, they were killed * within hocus of an 
Iraqi government announcement dial their 
wives. Saddam's daugluers. had sougta and 
beep granted divorces. 

In 1997. Scottish sdenrists introduced 
Dolly the doffed sheep to the world. Site 
was the (list mammal ever successfully 
doned from a odl from an adult animal, 

Also in 1997, a gunman shot and killed a 
tourist from Denmark and wounded six 
other people on the observation deck of 
the Empire State Building. He riven Uimcd 
die gun on himself. Hie gunman was later 
identified as a Palestinian teacher who, in a 
letter found on his body, said his plan was 
to lnurti eras many "Zionists" as he could in 
New York City 

in 1998, a scries of tornadoes raked cen- 1 

real Florida, killing 42 people and injuring 
more than 200. 

surgeries of any kind! You're 
more "real" than that. 

Also born on this date are: Peter 
Fonda, actor; Bobby Bonilla, 
baseball player. 

To see whal Is In store for you 
tomorrow, find your birthday and 
read the corresponding para- 
graph. Let your birthday star be 
your dally guide. 
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THKRF/S 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT MARY 
3:30/6:30/8:30 
/1 0:30 
GALLERIA 1 
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GEMINI 


CANCER 


(April 20-Mny 20): (May ,21-June 21): 22^1^22): 


LEO VIRGO 

(July23-Aug.22) (Aug. 23-Sept. 


SINGLES 
6:30/8:30/ 10:43 
GALLERIA 2 


tiv^fTlCIUtFS 



■ You must be more 
choosy ;when It combs to 
’ what you want There's 
no reason why you have 
to take .what comes 'as a 
mattef of;course. Be 


You must be Willing to 
take more care today, '. 
•- everi thoug|i yoti m^yv 
have been cjUttei dasygbr 
Ingartd parefrei yesfer- 
day.Amorb 


Yoi|.wl|l' want ioehare 


inga'-.with 'fibmebfte.yoii 
irust.byi^ecafbthat 
. you everyiHIbg-fo, 
• order ohtWlnaldeftr^t. 




Uayonlthdt it first 




vs 



ifftMl Nye 


a i jvi pTA rnt TukG^ili. 'illiTri 




M l 1 1 , A N 3:00 3:00 
(iAf I.t.RIA 2 


GALLERIA 

PHONE 

5934793 
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Perignon. 
As the 
shows started 
Saturday, the faslh 
ion worid was still 
reeling from Kate 
Moss's revelation that 
die had not been sober 
on die catwalk for 1 0 years. 
Tiles of drug-and-alcohol- 
fueUed binges have prompted 
model agencies to impose a strict 
curfew on girls. 

In an attempt po dean up the 
business, young models will be 
chaperoned 24 hours a day this 
week; and agency bosses have 


\ ! which 
has dnimed tire 
ives or models 
id phningiu- 

?rs. leading 
don model 
ties arc iksper- 
ate to sited (lie iiKlus- 
try's dnigged-up 
image. 

In London, Tori 
Edwards, head booker or 
die women's division at the 
Models 1 iigency, which has 
\bsmin l.e Bon, Jerry Hall and 
Alek VW?k on its books. Ls dmper- 
oning seven models this week. Site 
says tliat with gills as young as 15 on 
die catwalk the industry lias to take 
care of llie teenagers who are its greatest 
assets. 

"Girts are gelling younger all die lime and 
tliere are temptations ewiywliere. Miuiy of die 
big slums are sponsored by chinks companies aixl 
you can start die day with a glass olchninixigire 
and cany on dial way. Its no wonder some go oil' 
tlw mils. Tlrey are young, scared, imjin.'ssioi uilric*, 
vulnerable." 

“Vte are diaperoning all our new laces 24 lunns 
a day. V\fe take diem to die sliows, go backstage, ; 
take diem to die parties and deliver diem liome to 
our flat in Oielsea wliere they are not allowed to 
drink and it's lights out early. It may seem rough 
but the last diing we want is anodier set of dam- 
aging headlines.” 

Aida Wilson, head boolcer of New Rices at 
Storni Model Agency, which represents Kate Moss, 
added: "Whenever a gjri Joins us we dmm in die 
do s and don'ts but we still have to take care oflier 
when she is doing the big shows." 

Drugs and alcohol have followed fashion since 
the Sixties. Fust, it was marijuana and LSD. Then 
came cocaine, which peaked in the late Seventies 
with models hanging out at New Mule’s Studio 54, 
snorting off S100 bills. 

Models are easily tempted because, during the 
show season,' tiiey start fittings at six iii the moni- 


.r V 

' V 


2 , • 


v. ra 


mg and work until Hie enrfyhaire. 

W * tlnnk '* a lix PtdJs diem through w, 
T mil dum heroin makes their skin look vouVi 
and ilieir eyes I night Ireforo llieymtrip^ 
lire i.iiwalk, * 

Mf«s, the I rest known Britisli supemxxM, tn 
S‘.i milium a year. Sire lus always denied deb, 
dmg problem but last week admitted *m| 
not remember walking down a catwaflrsobei 

Slk- also reveled Hint she and uthermortty 
smoked marijuana since rlie age of 12. 

"It's just the w,iy it really is. It's whatyoudaV* 
kind of have dinni|»giie and smck.h 
■- ahvays liave diampagne. Ahwyi ban 

A i 10 in the inoming/' 

’ Slie recently checked into de ftb) 
Clinic in west London, arfferigta 
. nervous exhaustion, and now ami 

'/ Alcoholics Anonymous and Nanai 
'/ Anonymous. 

. ■ Die incxlel ageudes' move has beeiratas 1 

,■ ly welcomed by designers and plioto^ ! 
wlio liave seen friends and colleagues dk Em j 
alcohol or drug abuse. 

.< l-mnceSGi Sorrenti, mother of 20jear-oU pb 1 

tognipher David, who died from a heraure- 
dose, said: “Ws live in a dmg and alcohol flip. 
The fashion industry adds to the prabtemtyin 
yi mug men aiui women mxler die age of 18.' 

“Sure ilicy may liave tits and pss and a beaurtJ 
face Ixit Hint does not mean their minds ariejj 
lo deal with the pressures." 

"It's 1 i;ikI and competitive, and drugs and Sf 
lid are readily available. Most models are jfifc 
wlio need all the protection they ongrt.' 

The m< niels tliemselves agree. Maris Hefflhr 
IH-year-okl l.uruluii model wlio repularty aepun 
in lire 1'iK.v and ID magazines, said “Whw 
sun you mv naive and you are used bypeep^t 
is a h mely I uisii less and you end up misting [# 
wiin may kx»k taring hut end up desn^igwl 
wasn't chaperoned wlien I started and IwtiilW 
I men." 

Hut with ilxnisiinds of excitable teenage ^ 
taking to tire catwalk in the next fewdap.eraifr 
mast dedicated diajierone knows she cnihs 
her girl, lor once, no one this year wants ho»K 
lire next Kate Moss, 

TODAY IN POP MUSIC HISTOfl 

In 1979, Dire Straits opened Its 6s Wtw 
in Boston. In 1986, news of a posslfcpjjw 
scandal bn ike... involving independent it®“ 
promoters suspected of buying radio 
1991, Wliitney Houston topped the M&P 
charts with 'Wl 'Hie Manllwit I Need 
ninth number-one single in less than&l. 
In 1993, Mid< Heeiwood said a 
Mac album wns in tlie works.JW «« «* 
Nicks luid left tire group. In 1994,aUfi«T? 
judge threw out a lawsuit filed by 
against Belle Midler. Raye* suit b^.^ 
Mkller of stealing her lije stpiy •; 
inovle "For The Boys.-'' Also. ^ 
Raitt attended an anti-nuclear ray ® ^ 

Minnesota. And' In 1994, B-B 
Hnlen and Chris Isaak 
grotindbrenldiig.ror the nftV'wy^jLjj 
and Cashio in Uts 
Jackson made a rare public 
Diego, California, retoidindustiW^^^ 
preview, his upcoming 
Present and Fntur^ 

Teiuptarions' 
dons from.dldbeffis 
«**»** repoH 


liCW. irvvas 
.VVfetts paid 

was inducjted jn’tp 
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, uadsmark ol Hasbro in ihu Untied Si.itoa nnj Cnnnilo snd vhuwlioru ol 
SCatf&YgJu plc. e 1999 Hasbro All riQiiis reseivod. Utinil with vet mission. 
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PAR SCORE 150-160 


WORDY GURDV 


1. Tremor by Erie or Superior (1) 


2. Emoter'a Bhellflah < 1) 


S. Motet Jumbo plane ID 


4. Cloth to protect a cheat bone 1 1 ) 


BY TRICKY RJCKY KANE 
Every answer Is a rhyming 
pair orwords Hike KAT CAT 
and DOUBLE TROUBLE), and 
they will fit in the letter 
squares. The number after the 
definition tells you how many 
syllables in eadi won). 


B. Swnppor of a California footballer (2) ® ,Wfl ,IW 


fl. ItHlInn rtlahea of a certain Jamaican (2) 


7. Football Hneniap’a Btorago places (2) 


See 

solution 

tomorrow 


° Solution to yesterday's Wordy Gurdy 

I. GAZA PIAZA 2. RICE SPICE 3. DUNE TUNE 4. GRAND HAND 
5. VINCES QUINCES 0. SLIPPER CLIPPER 7. BROACHES ROACHES 


bV JUDD FOUR RACK TOTAL . 

■ TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN 

DIRECTIONS: Make a 2 to 7 letter word from the letters in each row. Add 
phsot e^ woid; usipg scoring directions at right. 7-letter words get 50-polnt 
bonus.' “Blanks' uged as any letter have no point value. All Judd's words are In 
ThA ojiWal Sclabble Players Dictionary (Merriam-Webster) and OSW Official 
Sorta: Words (Chambers). JUDD’S SOLUTION TOMORROW 

tttfe • ' ’■ .<■ O 19&9, Unliod Fealura Syrtdlcaie. Inc. 


d($0jt£ 9 GRAMS SOLUTION BY JUDD 

- . MWl 1 S IS99, Umlotl Feature Synflunlo. Inc 

St Ui Bs Js Oi li Ni rack 1 = 82 

Ms Ei Da . .'It: Ui Si RACK 2 - 9 

@ [&] [pj] [ RACK 13 

is® 0 iE ie 0 RACK 4 = 64 

WRSCQRC105-115 JUDD'S TOTAL 168 

MM*; . . i 

4 bwlamark ol Hasbro In Ihe Unltad SIhIob c»ni Canada nnd olsowlioio ol 
Sort* PUJ. 0 1999 Haebra. All nghis rosorvoO. Ubort with pormisslor. 





Bulbs, seed and garoe^ soppuesI 


UH-HUH.THflTS WHAT 
WE'fiE- SELLIN&THiS YEAR 
R>R SCHOOL! 





FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE 


am 1 eeiN e a w^r wau, sqwctm&s volVme v^ull be surrodnpep 

Ted? 1 Think ellys plan- gotta po stuff forthe- ey fiends, you'u. have 

NIN&ABlGBIRTHPAy — SAKE OFdrtHEKfl.tJ&HN... SOME FANCy POOP, GST A 

F&Riy F&P ME, AND I ■ 9D VlHy NtfT JUST GO FEVsl &IPT2S .THEN'LL SAy 

PONT WANT ONE. 1 ALPN& WITH NrCE THiMfiS ABOUT «0U,. 


fevj Gifts .thev'u- SAy 

NrCE THINGS ABOUT StoU,. 


So?-WHAT , S 0NE 
IPUSy N'&HTOUT 
OF yoDR LIFE? 
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HAPPY HUM I II JAY, 1 IANIJ1-U 
Geoige Frederick Handel was bom on this day fn 
1685. 

He was bom in the German town of Halle...not 
far from wltere Bach would be bom four weeks 
later. (Domenico Scarlatti was the third major com- 
poser bom in 1685.) 

Handel's father was a doctor who was 63 years 
old when his son came into the world. The boy’s 
muslcaj talent was evident..Jxit ol’ Doc Handel 
wasn't impressed. No music lessons, he said. 

The local duke lieard Handel play the organ and 
urged that lessons lie arranged. Dad relented at 
that point...but even then intended for his son to 
study law Handel went to law school even after his 
dad died. Handel secured musical employment 
while still in college, and only then abandoned the 
law. 

Handel was a good composer from the start. His 
youthfirl studies had been extensive, ..composition, 
organ, harpisdiord, violin, and even oboe, which 
helps to explain why Handel's wrihng for winds Is 
so good. As a violinist, he was good enough only 
for ti>e “back bench"., .but his keyboard playing was 
impressive. 

Handel survived a duel with another musician 
when die other giiy broke his sword on one of 
Handel's coat buttons. Then, hi his early twenties, 
he moved to Italy and stayed there for several 
years. Tlwn he moved back to Germany to work 
for die Elector of Hanover. He wasn't there long. 
Thking a leave of absence, Handel went to London 
and found such fame that almost as soon as he 
returned to Hanover he took another leave of 
absence and went back to London. 

All this time, the next-in-line to the British throne 
was Handel’s boss, the Elector of Hanover. In 1714, 
when Handel was pushing 30, it happened. Queen 
Arme died and the Electorof Hanover became King 

George. 

Some books and liner notes say Handel was in 
double with the King for having skipped out on his 
job in Germany.. .and got back into good graces by 
roniposipg the “Wfcter Music." This is not so. The 
‘‘ri&ter Music” came long after it was evident that 
the two men got along fine. The King might Iwve 
been a little upset at Handel's absenteeism...but at 
the same time lie probably was glad for the com- 
pany of a man who understood German. King 
George never made much of an effort to learn 
English. 

Handel became the leading musical figure in 
England. He lived a few years longer than 
Bach.. .which means, like Bach, he lived long 
enough to see his music fall out of fashion. 

But even asfan old man he had successes, like 
"Messiah," which to this day is by far the most 
often-played of any major classical work. 

I NI) OF’ EDWARD ELGAR 
Edward Elgardied ofcanceron this day in 1934. He 
was 76. 

Elgar lived about as long as Handel did - a cou- 
ple mere years - and by the time of his death was 
as revered by the British of his day ns Handel was 
in his own time. 

Outside of England, FJgar was for years repre- 
sented mostly by the ‘‘Enigma" \kriatkms, tlte 
“Pomp and Circumstance" marches and the Cello 
Concerto. 

But now his symphonies are working their way 
back into the international repertory. 

FRIENDS R)R UF1: 

The same day Elgar died, and not far away 
Benjamin Britten met Peter Pears, The composer 
and the tenor would become lifelong companions. 

„ CA1HOUC POIl AWI lllii 

Gustav Mahler convened to Catholicism on this 
day in 1897. 

It was a tadt condition of employment for the 
job he wanted leading the Vienna Opera, and with 
it the Vienna PhiHianmonic 
Later In life, Mahler would convert back to 
Judaism. 

BISgNNING orn IK end for moi JSSORGSKY 
On this day m 1881 , Moussoigsk/s health broke. 

Fired from his day job for alcoholism at the age 
of 41 , Mous$orgsky had either chosen to stop 
drinking or could not afford a drink. 

He had a grand nta! seizure from akohol with- 
Jawal aid was hospitalized. ft would be his final 
Blness. 
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U 18th-century Roman 
palazzo, rhe marble- 
floored and chandefiered room is 
abuzz with anticipation for the 
perfomiance ahead. Editors from 
Bench women's magazines min- 
gle with bearded musicologists, 
arid suited executives chat with 
Japanese television crews. 
There’s a hush when the host, 
Rome’s British ambassador, deliv- 
ers a speech. But silence falls 
when a little girl gets up, gives a 
giggly bitro - replete with "ums," 
and “OKs" - and tlwn begins to 
sing. Listening to this slip of a 
blue-eyed tiling belt out 
“Amazing Grace" stretches 
credulity. Her voice has neither 
piping innocence, nor the full- 
throated control of an adult 
soprano, but a suiprisingly rich 
and precocious tone. 

Charlotte Church is just 13 and 
a budding classical music star. 
Most divas don't ask that trips to 
Disney World be included in their 
recording contracts, but then 
Charlotte Church is rather unusu- 
al. Her album of hymns and folk 
songs, “Voice of an Angel," 
climbed to No. 1 in Britain's clas- 
sical charts and reached the top 
10 in the pop diarts after its 
release East fall. It went double- 
platinum in five weeks, making it 


Sony, which signed Church for a ed, so Ry 

reported 100,000 pound breathe 

advance on a five-album contract Most cl 

last spring. She sang for rhe "white sc 

pope's Christmas conceit and that sour 

Prince Charles’ birthday parly. dull in sol 
She’s met George Michael. Chario! 

posed in heels and furs for maga- scaled-do 

zines and is being promoted as her sour 

the biggest thing to hit classical enhance 

music since ftvarotti. Says her “Her vole 

mother. 32-year-old Maria child's a 

Gnirth, wlw quit her Je 

public-housing vhwsm 


office to help EUrtllflli 
manage her IWJuiH 
daughter's careen ”1 " 

know how the Spice Girls' moth- 
ers feel." 

Raised in a dose-knit Wfetsh 
Catholic family, Charlotte Church 
began singing in church benefits 
and karaoke competitions at die 
age of 3. 

When a television show asked 
talented kids to audition, Church 
called and sang a few lines from 
Andrew Lloyd Webber's 
"Requiem" over tlie phone. An 
agent snapped her up. At 1 1 , she 
begged her voice coach, Louise 
Ryan, to teach her to ring like a 
grown-up. Ryan laughed it off: 
nobody can produce an operatic 
sound until they're grown, she 


ed. so Ryan showed her how to 
breathe and project properly. 
Most child singers produce 
"white sound"- gfass<fear notes 
that sound pretty in droits but 
dull in solos. 

Charlotte’s voice resembles a 
scaled-down diva's; she rounds 
her sound, injecting color to 
enhance phrasing or meanings. 
“Her voice is a mix between a 
child’s and an adult's," says 
Jeremy Colton, executive 

(T fl T P rodl,cer tiie 

II U*r . Sony 1 album. 


Newsieeff,../ 


singing isn’t so much a 
subtle blend as it is the sound of 
a kid straining at notes she's too 
young to hit squarely ’A couple 
of the opera critics realty slagged 
lier off" admits Maria Church. 
"But that's disrespectful." So 
there's a good deal ofhurry-up- 
and-wait when it comes to 
Charlotte Church. 

Voice experts debate whether 
she'll end up a soprano or con- 
tralto, and speculate on wliether 
it will deliver on its enormous 
promise. At the back of skeptics' 
minds are the specters of earlier 
diild singers: the Welsh boy 
soprano who had platinum 
records in the '80s - until his voice 


w ■ . 

who sank from stardom into eat- 
ing disorders and has-been- 
hood. It’s dear that Charlotte’s 
been schooled in tiro quicksilver 
nature of fame. She'll recite the 
cautionary tale of her aunt, a 
cabaret singer without a national 
hit. She’ll tell you of her grandfa- 
ther, whose band sang for an 
Israeli prime minister and "who 
almost made it. but didn’t quite 
get there." When Giurc.ii went 
with her manager and mother to 
talk about a contract with a 
dozen Sony executives, site went 
with a list of quesiiuns about her 
future. “What happens if, when 
I'm 15, 1 want to dye my hair pur- 
ple and get tattoos7’ she asked. 
The answer: "Wte'll just have to 
turn you intoAlanis Morissette." 

Wlien she grows up, Charlotte 
wants to sing Tosca and 
MadamButterfly at La Scala in 
Milan. For now, much of her life 
seems disanningly normal.' 

She goes to a Cardiff school, 
photocopying missed work 
when concerts keep her out of 
classes. She has a pet lizan.1 
named Iggie, plays games like 
Heretic and Blood on her conv 
puter and has singing lessons for 
two hours on Sunday afternoons. 
Get her chatting, and you. see 
that site's hard-wired for iieifor- 


mance. She does a mean 
sion of Jeiry Springer^. 
"Don't even go there, # 
Tlierc's scarcely a beat betwa 
mi account of the joys rf & 
PlayStation that Sory ^ ^ 
for airistmas, and ofgsq 
blessed by the pop& Heoefc, 

luiummgesignofthecraa’ 

Last month Charlotte wad 
the United States to foott 

showcases before the releasi 
"Vbiceofan Angel* in Mardifo 
Gwriotte, America meare hij 
ere, “Frasier" and PiffDaHji fo 
Sony, it means the motherofi 
markets. The Italians 
Giarlotte’s Catholrismndkr 
dose-knit family. The japaa 
are keen on die novelty ofafa 
girt with a huge voice. The Briti 
are proud ihat she was hero 
grown in Wales. But Anisia 
remains the great frontier or 
that Maria Church admits rate 1 
lier "apprehensive." Itt tiffin jj 
Morris has just signed Iwaii | 
her agent says there’s intaa j 
from Hollywood. What's more, f 
says her mother, if anything gia j 
wrong, "she’s got a damn pal ) 

lawyer." And -for now anywy-] , 
damn good voice. ! 

ByCarhfVitf 


l .? EE 1 N ?_, Y ° U R * * ON JHE BIG SCREEN! 


I 'm happy to have ‘sold out’ to 
Hollywood. (And did I mention 
how great Michelle Pfeiffer is?) 
When your book gets sold for a 
movie, 1 suspect you fed the way 
you feel when your child gets 
married. Unless the intended is a 
real mope, you're joyous. Perhaps 
even a little relieved. In sum, this 
is probably [he natural order of 
things. 

Of course, a tiny part of you 
gives a small sigh. It's an end of 
the Innocence. Still, would you 
realty have it any other waty? 

My eldest diild got married 
last summer. The film of my first- 
born novel, *1 1 ie Deep End of die 
Ocean," was completed not long 
after that. I can't say for sure how 
either of those projects is going 
to turn out. But I have great 
hopes for both. 

[buy yourI 


At 


w 


Phone: 5850350 

http://wwwmusicixMdo.ram 

s<i»JS:jbesarti@miiskiatio,a> 


At an artists' colony once, 1 
shocked my compatriots by 
telling them I’d insmicted my 6- 
year-old to pray, "God bless 
Grandpa, God bless my brothers, 
and let Mom's book sell for a 
marie." Everyone shuddered in 
horror at the thought of such a 
fate befalling their own works. 

But i like merries, I explained. 
And I don’t think diat even "bad" 
movies are realty bad for good 
books. 

Sure, I'm as fond of my own 
words as the next little Dickens, 
but... well, take Dickens as an 
example. Not everyone who 
stood in line to buy the newest 
magazine instalknent of "Oliver 
"Rrist" was a tenured professor. 
Not everyone in the pit at die 
Globe Theatre in Stratford-upon- 
Avon was a toff And I’m nota toff 
either, much less a tenured pro- 
fessor. And for my money, a good 
novel can also be ‘‘accessible’’ to 
anyone. Quality in books • and 
movies - is not necessarily mea- 
sured by how few people can 
decipher the sentences. 

The best ones aren't always the 
ones that have subtitles. 

Good books and good inten- 
tions can result In bad merries 
"The Bonfire of the Vanities.” 
Sleeper books (such as Stephen 
Kiqg's The Body;' which became 
the film ’Stand By Me‘| can be 
made into good movies. 

And dull . books usually 
befome... dull movies . “The 
English Patient." In some of foe 
wont cases, die author was heav- 


ily involved. So I detennined that, 
given the chance, I wouldn’t 
choose that particular way of 
going crazy. 

Thus, when I learned that 
Michelle Pfeiffer and Mandalay 
Entertainment had optioned 
"Deep End" for film, I considered 
it an occasion for rejoidng. I 
would get a great deal of money. 

More readers would lie encour- 
aged to uy my books. My chil- 
dren would be impressed that we 
would enjoy only two degrees of 
separation from Cat-woman. I 
deckled to approach it as 1 would 
the courtship of one of my chil- 
dren, with detached hr 
hopefulness, giving . - 1414' fllli 

ac Kv only V f ien 1 MfiWsvyePk .* * wur to |tve m - 

asked. Great movie or a yoi|r kk| aftcr sho 

great disappointment, I wouldn’t was married. 


VHHtH* PW'H 
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end up in foe doset chewing on 
my raincoat. After all, tlie guys 
who work for my brotlier at tlte 
public-works garage would gladly 
have sudi problems. Where 1 
come from, you can either take 
the dough or moan about the 
process, but not both. 

The experience did have its 
■ pangs. My first conversation with 
the first screenwriter convinced 
me that, unfortunately, we had 
not read the same book. But the 
director, theater - great Ulu 
Gosbaid, had read the bode. I 


When finally I went to Los 
Angeles tosee part of tlie filming, 

I watched Michelle Pfeiffer give 
flesh and voice to brave, guilt- 
crazed Beth Cappadora, wlw lias 
lost one son and is determined to 
lose two. And i began to cry, not 
from sadness (nor from the 
power of my own prose; I’m not . 
that easy), but because it was 
wrenching to experience "Deep 
End" as a new species. 

For better or for worse, to tell 
a story Is to surrender sole own- 
ership of that story Like the child 


figured he’d sort it out. I would ; who chooses a mate, a narrative 
set the successive drafts aside in film takes on a life of its own. ' 


(unopened), figupng that some 
tilings you’re better off not look- 
ing at too dosety no matter how 
deeply you care. Itvyould be like 


Having done your best, your onty ' 
grace |s in letting go. 

A month. before Its release, , 
advance buzz on "Deep End" is 


good, and people keep-- 
if I'm "scared." I don't 
how to respond. It’s ihIWJK 
movie. I'm scared of cants; 
drivers, chemical vwap^- 
the worst rumbleWte 

■trash- a book; th^rej«^ 

fragile. . After . ump« 
overblown 

"Withering Heighb^^,^ 

vwrds, tom from 

heart-’lamHeatfidrfir'Stl^ 

foe keenest ed^-, 

: so, should V K hi 

sbfasleep^.^-S 

How it ^ 

l^inher^^grt 


MARTINSEN WINS WOMEN'S 5K CLASSICAL, 
MYLLYLAE GETS SECOND GOLD 
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RAMSAU, Austria (AP) — Myka 
Myllylae is winning and Bjorn DaehlR- 
is straggling. 

After two men’s races, Myllylae lias 
two gold medals at the Nordic Ski 
World Championship. Dachlic. the 
most successful Winter Olympian and 
the winningest cross-country skier in 
history,' has one bronze. 

Myllylae, a 29-year-old Finn, won the 
opening 30K and clinched the 10-kilo- 
meter classical style cross-country title 
.'Monday. 

.Jjjfhile he Is the Olympic champion in 
IwMK, Myllylae considers the I OK his 
Watyst event. Daehlie, the Norwegian 
32*. I® the I OK Olympic gold 
medallist and Was the defending world 
champion. 

■'J never thought tiiat a gold in the 

^ he possible, it’s my worst 
went, said Myllylae, who has won the 
only once on the World Cup dr- 

■■-fot I felt no pressure alter having 



already won die gold medal" said 
Myllylae, now the most successful 
Finnish cross-country skier of .ill lime, 

Myllylae was the only non- 
Norweginn to win >i men's gold nieilal 
at the Nilgai to Olympics last year. 

If the Norwegian men haven't heen 
able to win here, Rente Martinseii gave 
the Noiwoginn women their first gold 
since 1991 by triumphing in the 5K 
classical style cross-country race. 

Daehlie, who has eight gold medals 
from three Olympics, finished fifth 
Monday. 

lie was a second ahead at the 1.5- 
kilometer mark but laded quickly and 
could not finish in the medal range 
despite a desperate late effort. 

Daehlie won the bronze in the open- 
ing 30K, but seems not to be in top 
shape alter having to interrupt his 
training because of a sore throat last 
week. 

Myllylae docked 24 minutes, 19.2 
seconds to heat Alois Stadlober of 


Austria by 15.5 seconds. 

Odd-Bjom Hjdmeset of Noiway 
took the bronze, 17.9 behind. He only 
got to start because his teammate 
Smre Sivcrtsen fell sick. 

Hjelmcsc-t thinks Iris teammates will 
have time tn recoup. 

“I think our time will still come, 
maybe romorTow in the pursuit and 
certainly in the 50K, In which I want tu 
bear Mika," he said. 

Myllylae is the defending 50K cham- 
pion. 

The 10K was the first leg of the pur- 
suit, which will be completed with 
Tuesday's 15K freestyle. 

Stadlober, 36, had never made the 
podium in his previous seven world 
championships and four Olympics. 
Hjelmesec. 27, had second-place finish- 
es on the World Cup circuit, both in 
the 50K and both in Oslo, the last two 
years. 

"I feel wonderful to win a medal at 
36, It's something completely different 


than when you are 20, '' Stadlober said. 

Ak-xoi Prokurorov of Russia, silver 
medallist ;it the 1997 worlds, was 
fourth this time, 19.6 seconds behind 
Myllylae, while Daehlie nailed 26.4. 

Martinseii, 26. lends the uverall 
World Cup this season and has had 
three victories on the circuit. She is a 
specialist in classical style and won 
comfortably ahead of Olga Danilova of 
Russia, the bronze medallist at the 
1997 worlds. 

“It was a very good race for me, 1 
had good skis and everything went 
very well," she said. 

Katerina Neumannova or the Czech 
Republic, the silver medallist in 
Nagano, look the bronze medal this 
time. 

Neumaiinovn had the fastest time at 
the first intermediate timing but 
Martinson then took the lead and 
cruised home in 12 minutes, 49.8 sec- 
onds, 12.7 seconds ahead of Danilova. 
Ncumannova wns 17.2 seconds 


behind. 

The women's pursuit will conclude 
Tuesday with the I OK freestyle. 

Martinseii' s strength is the classical 
style and she conceded tluit she had 
little chance of completing a double. 

"I am much better in classical than in 
skating," she said. "I will try my best 
but I think it will be too hard for me." 

“The 10K will be open and there arc 
some strong ladies behind and there 
will be a big group fighting for the 
gold," Neuman nova said. 

TVvo Russians came in fourth niul 
fifth, Svetlana Nageykina and Nina 
Gavriliuk. Nageykina was 25 seconds 
behind, Gavriliuk 29.4. 

The powerful Russian team dropped 
Olympic champion Larissa Lazutina 
from the starting foursome. 

"There is strung competition within 
the Russian squad for places In the 
starting team," Danilova said. 


LAZIO VICTORY 

VIRTUALLY ENDS INTER MILAN TITLE HOPES 


Kn r R ^ ~~ portu gucse striker 

give t°r a r ° n ? ICa0 was 011 tar « et t0 
Ovir! Mglle ,eaderS La7j ° 3 *- 

y over inter Milan on Sunday, 
title .i!' ? Wn S C * ietr ti rst league 
in 1974^ the ' r ° nly P revious success 
on 45 P° ilUs - three 
■he san n ,^ orentSna w ho can bridge 

a fcAs t R VlCt0rylatCr 0n Sllnday 
oiM 3 nn . Roma - AC Milan are third 

0. ParL lntS ^ tCr beatin S Cagliari 1- . 
adrift , r ! re * further two points 
^mltan^r wl nniti g , f ^i . at 

defeat a, l. but ends ; their 


title hopes as they are now 1 1 points , 
olT the pace in Sixth place. , 
Conceicao's opportunistic effort in 
the 38th minute proved decisive but 
both sides had plenty of chances. . 

Inter, who were beaten 2-0 at " 
home by Parma in the It&llah Cup on 
Wednesday, had the best of the sec- 
ond half and Came dose twice in the 
dying • minutes ■ through , Roberto • 
Baggio. He hit the crossbar In the ■; 
85th minute., onfo on the stroke of 
time, .Lazio keeper brilliantly Lucq 
Mardieglatil saved his yoUeyi ; .~. : , 
h "“If s a' sKatiidi'' It waS. -a' beautlfti^ 


game but we were very unlucky," 
Inter chairman , Massimo Moratti 
sal<l. \ 

■‘fyen without Ronaldo, the team 
created chances, which is .encourag: 
ing for the future. But at this point 
we’re out of the title hunt,” he 
added i Lazio nearly made it 2-0 In 
Injury time, but Gianluca Pagiluca 
made his own great save from Chile’s 
, Marcelo Salas qn the counter-attack.'. 

"We played well, but above all we 
showed, great, character," said. Lazio 
J; Cpach !Sven Goran Eriksson, ■ •! » 

: ;-;v : Ml Ian kept pate ! with thejr 


Roman rivals despite at times being 
outplayed by a tough Cagliari side at 
the San.Siro, The goal was somewhat 
fortunate, coming when Cagliari 
defender Matteo Villa deflected an 
Oliver Bierhoff header into his' goal 
in the 50tli minute. 

Cagliari, ■ unlucky nor to 1 have 
scored , after , creating several 
chances, were gradually shut down 
after Milan! brought on jh-fornv 
Zvonimlr Boban and French defender 
Bruno N’Gotty, : i 1 '.. Vv.V ' ' 

; In the day's other key ■ match , 
jjarnia could thtink anatlief vital goaf 


from Croat Mario Stanic as they won 
2-1 at Salemltana. 

PaVpia took the lead with a goal 
from Italy defender Fabio Cannavaro 
just before the Interval after Hcrnan 
Crespo Had missed a penalty,. Marco 
Di Vaio replied late on for the hosts. 

. Juveritus won tlieir. second match 
in a rpw, , Under new coach Carlo 
AnCelotti, ! 2-0 at home against 
Vicenza; ., 

First; half . goals from Nicola 
Amoroso and captain Antonio Conte 
.meant' the champions stay 12 points 
a drift! n seventh place. 
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MEMPHIS (R) — Tommy Haas of Germany overpowered an 
injured Jim Courier 6-4, 6-1 Sunday to win the S700.Q00 Kroger 
St. Jude tennis tournament and his first title on the ATP tour. 

Haas moved up into the top 3 in the world for the first time 
with his title rim which included a semifinal win over top-seed- 
ed Todd Martin. 
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FORT LAUDERDALE (R) — Thomas Dooley said goodbye to 
International soccer Sunday and was honored for nearly nine 
years of service to the U.S. national soccer team. 

The long-time defender led the U.S. squad onto the field for 
the final time and played the entire match at central defender 
in a 2-1 victory over Chile in a friendly at Lock hart Stadium. 






COPENHAGEN (R) -—-Danish super league AGF Aarhus said on 
Monday It sold striker Peter Degn to' English premier league 
Everron FC with immediate effect fpr an undisclosed transfer 
fee. 

Degn, a 21 year old. lias scored six goals in 90 matches with 
AGF Aarhus since March 1996. AGF Aarhus declined to com- 
ment on media reports that the English dub paid 2.1 million 
crowns (S3 1 0,000) for the unca pped Degn. 
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BUFFALO (R) — Vyacheslav Kozlov recorded his third career hat 
trick but failed to convert two scoring chances in overtime as 
the Detroit Red Wings settled for a 4-4 tie with the Buffalo 
Sabres Sunday. 

M it was a frustrating hat trick," Kozlov said. u i did not enjoy 
the hat trick. I should have had four but hit two crossbars in 
overtime. We should have won this game." 




BANGKOK (AP) — Former world bantamweight champion 
Khaosai Galaxy says he can't afford to go to America for his 
induction into International Boxing's Hall of Fame, a local paper 
reported Monday. 

"1 hope I'll get sponsorship for at least the travel. I doubt very 
much that anyone would expect me to cover all the expenses 
myself," Khaosai said in an exclusive interview with The Nation 
newspaper. The induction ceremony in Canastota, N.Y., is 
scheduled for June 13. 
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BISCHOFSHOFEN. Austria (R) — Martin 
Schmitt, virtually unknown only five 
months ago, on Sunday saved Germany 
from leaving this month's two major skiing 
world championships without a title. 

Schmitt claimed the ski jumping gold on 
the big hill alter the Germans had gone 
through the Alpine championships in Vail 
and these Nordic championships without a 
single m?dal. lb add to German delight, 
Schmitt's friend and teaiti mate - Sven 
Hannawald captured a surprise silver. ■ 

"There was a lot of 'pressure as the 
German media kept on saying' that I was the 
only hope left for a gold medal," Schmitt 
said. 

"But I never took anything for granted. 
Look at the German Alpine women, they 
were expected to take a few medals and yet 
they came back empty-handed." Schmitt's 
first title came a week after the Germans 
left the Alpine world championships 
empty-handed in their worst showing in 25 
years. Germany were without Olympic 
downhill champion Katja Seizinger and 
Olympic medallists Martina Ertl and Hilde 
Gerg failed to shine in Vail. 

"1 tried not to let all the outside pressure 
affect me. i tried to just concentrate and 




not make myself crazy. Rut it wasn't always 
easy,” Schmitt said. "I'm glad It's over. A 
huge weight has been lifted off my shoul- 
ders. You know, I'm just a human being, not 
a machine." 

With his ready smile and natural poise in 
front of cameras, the 20-year-old Schmitt 
quickly found his way into the hearts of 
German winter sports fans. He joined the 
World Cup circuit only last season and his 
emergence this winter has been sudden 
and Impressive. He has won seven World 
Cup events this season. "At the start of the 
season I wouldn't have dared to even 
dream I would be winning this gold medal. 
I’m probably more surprised than anyone 
else, 1 ' Schmitt said. Schmitt;- last year the 
weakest jumper in the German team of four 
which took Olympic silver in the team 
event at Nagano, began the season with 
three successive victories. 

IVvo podium places and another win fol- 
lowed that before Schmitt chose not to 
compete in Harradiov, Czech Republic, in 
December because of exhaustion. He 
returned with victories on German snow in 
Oberstdorf and Garmisch-Partenkirchen in 
the first two events of the prestigious Four 
Hills tournament. 



Rut Schmitt crashed in Innsbruck and 
then suffered a bout of influenza which 
forced him to miss two competitions i D 
Zakopane, Poland. 

However, he kept his nerve and reconitd 
another win in Sapporo, Japan, before tak- 
ing another break to prepare for his fa 
world championship appearance. U* 
World Cup season is so long, it's important 
to take breaks in order to prepare properly 
for big events," Schmitt, currently second 
behind Finland's Janne Ahonen in the over- 
all World Cup standings, said. On Sunday; 
Schmitt trailed behind Hannawald after the 
first jump and said he would have even 
been content with silver or bronze. “I was 
just happy to have made a medal. 

"We have a great atmosphere in the 
team. Of course I secretly hoped my jump 
would be enough for the title but I would 
have been happy for Sven had he taken 
gold," Schmitt said. 

Asked when he would begin feeling like a 
world champion, Schmitt said: "1 already 
do. In fact I did the minute 1 crossed the fin- 
ish line and saw the number one next to my 
name on the board." 



ELS WINS NISSAN 
OPEN BY TWO STROKES 


winners 


MONACO (R) — Leading prize-money winners issued by the ATP 

Iburon Monday: 


1 .Yevgeny Kafelnikov (Russia) 

5642,560 

2 Thomas Enqvist (Sweden) 

$280,888 

3.1bmmy Haas (Germany) 

5262,176 

4 .Tim Henman (Britain) 

5199.709 

5Jerome Golmard (France). 

$184,906 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Ernie Els shot the only 
round in the 60s of the four final-round 
contenders to win the Nissan Open at the 
Riviera Country Club Sunday. 

Els, from South Africa, had a 3-under 68 
to defeat Tiger Woods, Ted IVyba and Davis 
Love IN, all of whom finished two strokes 
behind Els' 14-under 270. 

It was Els first PGA Tour victory since last 
March's Bay Hili Invitational. Els won the 
South African Open in January. 

“I got olT to a really solid start," Els said. 
“When you have players of that caliber in 
the field and end up on top, it is very satis- 
fying." Els started the day two strokes 
behind IVyba, but quickly caught up, Eis 
birdied the first hole, then bogeyed the 
236-yard par 3 fourth hole. Els caught Tryba 
and Woods on the eighth hole. 

Els stayed tied with the leaders, making 
birdies on both 1 1 and 12 and when IVyba 
bogeyed 12 and Els birdied 13, Els took 
over the lead and never gave it back. 

The wind, though, tried to steal it from 
him. Els made bogeys on both the 16th and 
18th holes. 

"We felt the wind change at 1 1 ," Els said. 
"I’d never played the golf course with the 
wind blowing that way.” 

Els watched his two-stroke lead at 14, go 
to one on the 16th hole, but neither IVyba 
or Woods could keep the bogeys away. 
Woods bogeyed the 13th and 18th hole, 
IVyba bogeyed the 16th and 18th. 

Both players were a stroke back going 
into the last hole and had a chance to force 
a playoff. 

TVyba's second shot on the 451-yard par 
' 4 went over the green and into the kikuyu 
rough. Woods pushed his second shot right 
into the crowd near a concession stand. 

Neither player could chip In and Els had 
the victory. 



C ut from the U.S. soccer 
squad, she says it’s due 
to her sex-harassment 
suit against a former coach. 

Debbie Keller felt jilted on 
Valentine’s Day. Her boyfriend 
got her a sweet card. He qven 

surprised the sunny 23-year-old 

with a visit from out of town. 
But as one of die world's top 
women soccer players, Keller 
wanted to be living it up with 
the U.S. women's national 

team. ^ were ln San 
ftandsco, eqjoying an elegant 
hotel, signing autographs for 
young fans. Almost everybody 
in the soccer world had expect- 
ed Keller 

to be. there, too. But while 
the Dther players basked in the 
attention, Keller was home in 
suburban Chicago, having been 
cut from the team during try- 
outs in December/’While 
they’re training, I'm here in the 
snow," she says. "I belong on 
that team " 

The reason she's not on the 
national team, Keller claims, is 
because of a sexual-harassment 
suit she filed last August 
against her former college 



coach at the University of North 
Carolina, Anson Dorrance. 

While Keller does not claim 
explicit sexual come-ons, she 
says lie created a “hostile" play 
environment. Dorrance, who 
denies Keller's charges, is a leg- 
end in women's soccer, having 
led the UNC Tar Heels to 1 5 col- 
lege championships. He is a for- 
mer coach of the national team 
as well. Ten of the 26 players 
chosen for the current team 
played for Dorrance at UNC, 
and most of them - including 
star Mia Hamm - support the 
coach. That loyalty and the 
clubbiness of the soccer world, 
Keller believes, doomed her 
chances of making the team 
after she sued Dorrance. 

This week, Keller and 
Williams 8i Connolly, the pow- 
erhouse D.C. law firm she 
hired, will go one step further, 
filing for arbitration against 
U.S. Soccer, the team's organiz- 


AUSTRALIA'S FREEMAN 
BACK ON TRACK 

SYDNEY (IQ — A visit to Sydney's (Olympics) final run on (the video 

Olympic stadium and a power- screen),” said Freeman. "All the 
house return to competition have competitor's juices started flow- 

left Australia's world 400 meters ing again." Freeman is scheduled 
champion Cathy Freeman hungry to compete in a relay event at the 
to get back into the athletics fast world indoor championships in 

lane. Fteeman, who missed last Japan next month. Her manager. 
September's Commonwealth Nick Bidcaii, said she might also 
Games with a foot injury, com- contest the 400 individual event 
[toed her first 400 meters race but would delay a decision until 
In seven months in dashing style she arrived there. "She doesn't 
cm, Saturday. really like running indoors and 

The 26year-old Australian she's got to feel comfortable 
away to win in 50.76 sec- about the track and conditions 
beating Britain's before she runs in the individual 
^monwealth Carnes silver race,” Hideau said on Monday. 

Alison Curbishley For nuw Freeman, who will 
^Although well outside attempt to defend her world title 
best, it yyas enough to have in Spain later this year, Is simply 
neernan srniling broadly alter the happy to he back on the track. "I 
P^btems that sidelined her was not supremely confident 
second half of last year and because I'd had an upset atom- 
jTr e strain that forced her to ach," Freeman said of Smurday's 
recent domestic axnpeli- race. “Rut once 1 came out to the 
anrf 1 | WaS rea " y determined track everything took care of 
.^passionate aboL| t getting a itself. "I just surprised myself. I 
after rU ij 1 tUn " Frcemjm nm just hap|iy to be running 

? an totenailoniil again and know where I am. in 
renng staged on die warm-up terms of Fitness." Saturday's 
or the 2000 Olympics. meeting was staged in the shad- ' 
ret* Jiu; lum B er fo com- ows of the 1 10 , 000 -seat main sta- 
aW, t™ bUmed J** 8 * 1 ^ 1 a,n diinn lor the Sydney Games, 
out 2 win *** timc 1 1110 stadium is the biggest; in 

- bZllT" not abo,,t l| d ps modem Olympic history, oncl ran 
reports * Freeman inM accommudatc four jumbo jets 
‘ side by side under the span of llie 

in' my JJ an e 88 aild spoon main arch, it Is almost 1.4 stories 
On Friday c am com P etitive " ta ll at lts highest point. Freeman, 
n»dallkti,2 m ? l !, ,alsotbesi,v,?r however, is happy not to com-: 
Jo» per*. ^ rai,ce ’ s Marie- pete there before next year’s 
Qtomjjre 1996 Maura Gaines. “I don't want to' be in,. 

• texxis m a i n 6 3 , trip 10 tbe cav ‘ there again, I've seen it, I taibvy 

year's oWnsJ 1 I, r ° r next whflt » expect," Freeman: told 

had helped fi « Sa ^ * arer ^ reporters. Asked if she'd like; to 
•- Wdays n ^ « her up see athletics events staged tjiere 
stnie yoriw ' 1 , w ^ s doing before, the Games, she. Said; Td 

gram and ? * 7 ev ^°'t P r Q- . definitely like to see it beji^ld 

• liad my Atlanta exclusively for Ojyidpta.” fif- 


ing federation. She wants 
another shot at playing in this 
summer's Women's World Cup, 
to be played here in the United 
States, which - for Americans, 
at least - will be the biggest 
event in the history of the 
sport. The 512 million claim in 
the harassment suit Keller filed 
with one other 
former UNC 
player, 

Melissa 

Jennings, is not 
just an ugly blemish 
on soccer, but also the highest- 
profile harassment lawsuit to 
date in women's sports. 

During her years at UNC 
(1993 to 1997), Kelier alleges In 
the court papers, Dorrance 
often intruded excessively into 
her life. He would' call her, 
"monitoring her personal activ- 
ities." She received handwrit- 
ten notes that she felt crossed 
the line between supportive 


father figure and creep. One 
says, in part, “I put my arm 
around your shoulders and 
pulled you close so ! could 
whisper in your ear." He would 
beckon her for private chats; 
the complaint alleges that he 
"touched her head and stroked 
her hair.” Keller told 
NEWSWEEK: “I 
wanted com- 
ments about 
my playing, 
not my body." 

Jennings, the other 
plaintiff, alleges in the com- 
plaint that Dorrance would 
“constantly interrogate” play- 
ers about their personal lives, 
including their sex lives. 

Dorrance says the charges 
have "shocked and saddened” 
him. "I would love to talk all 
about it," he told NEWSWEEK, 
"but 1 canVHis lawyer also 
said he could not comment. 
UNC stands by its star coach. In 


a letter from athletic director 
Richard Baddour to Jennings's 
father, written before the law- 
suit, he acknowledges only that 
Dorrance had "inappropriate” 
group discussions of a “jesting 
or teasing nature.” 

Many of Keller’s UNC team- 
mates say they are bewildered 
by her charges.”lt's sour 
grapes about something,” say s 
Cindy Parlow, 20, a team mem- 
ber and UNC player. "I think she 
Is making it up." Dorrance gets 
personal, other former and cur- 
rent players agree, but means 
no harm. He jokes about their 
love lives, brushes back the 
bangs from their eyes and 
writes them all notes. All the 
players call him Anson. If Keller 
were just another player, would 
she have made the World Cup 
team? Never a starter, she was 
still the second leading scorer 
on last 

year's national squad. One of 
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the top players, Michelle Akers, 
says: Tm surprised. She's kind 
of been a regular." 1b lent, of 
course, isn’t everything. "I am 
concerned with some chem- 
istry issues,” national-team 
coach Tony DiCicco wrote in 
Keller's evaluation. He refers to 
the lawsuit and also mentions 
tension with other players. 

DiCicco is a friend and for- 
mer assistant coach of 

Dorrance's; Keller believes that 
relationship influenced his 

judgment. DiCicco says he did 
what was best for . the team, 
adding that H 1 knew my deci- 
sion would be criticized.” 

The timing of the scandal 
couldn't be worse. The U.S. 
team is the favorite to win this 
summer's Cup, which is being 
held in the United States for 
the first time. But Keller's case 
has divided the World Cup 
team, and many sports 
observers believe that her suit 
will not be the last of its kind. 
As women's sports gets bigger, 
they say, so will its problems. 


by MARTHA BRANT 
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PACERS KEEP 
NETS REELING 


INDIANAPOLIS (R) — Mark Jackson's nine-font 
leaner in the lane with sixth-tenths of a second 
remaining - his only basket of the game - lifted the 
Indiana Pacers to a wild 80-79 victory ovct the 
reeling New Jersey Nets on Sunday. Indiana stag- 
gered to the finish, missing. 14 straight shoes in a 
7:57 drought before Reggie Miller and Chris Mullin 
hit consecutive 3-pointers.for a 78-75 lead with 46 
seconds left. Mullin finished with 21 points and 
Miller added 18. The Nets have dropped six of 
their last seven games. 
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MAKING A SYMBOL 

OF TERROR 



Continued from page 5 

At First, Ben Laden appeared to 
concentrate on good works. He 
built a road from Khartoum to Port 
Sudan on the Red Sea. He farmed; 
journalist Jamal Khashogji remem- 
bers Ben Laden earnestly discussing 
the virtues of genetically engi- 
neered crops. .But plainly, he was 
doing more. Plenty of Arab Afghan 
vets came to join him; and he was 
influenced by the work of Hassan 
TUrabi, a brilliant scholar who is the 
power behind the Sudanese regime 
and who argues that it Is only 
American backing that keeps "anti- 
Islamic 11 regimes in power. Ben 
Laden was certainly dose to 
Egyptian radical groups headquar- 
tered in Khartoum - among them, 
Islamic Jihad. (Today, Islamic Jihad's 
leader. Ayman A! Zawahiri, is Ben 
Laden's closest associate.) And 
mainly through an organization he 
funded in London, Ben Laden con- 
tinued to call for. radical change in 
Saudi Arabia. By 1994, the Saudis, 
who revoked Ben Laden's citizen- 
ship. wanted him out of their back 
yard. The Americans joined them in 
putting pressure on the Sudanese 
to expel him. In the spring of 1996 
Ben Laden was on the move again; 
this time back to Afghanistan. 

Up until that point, Ben Laden 
had not publicly challenged the 
United States; his focus had been 
on reform and renewal in the 

FAJER 


Islamic world. 

But in a Declaration of Jihad 
dated Aug. 23, 1996, Ben Laden 
finally crossed the line. He called 
for religious youths to kill the 
American occupiers of the kingdom. 
“The walls of oppression and humil- 
iation,” said the fatwa, “cannot be 
demolished except in a rain of bul- 
lets." in February 1998, he went 
further. After convening a meeting 
with various terrorist groups, 
including Islamic Jihad. Ben Laden 
called for attacks 

on American interests anywhere 
in the world. And in August, the 
African embassies were bombed. 

Ben Laden, the evidence sug- 
gests, was responsible for the 
embassy bombings. But American 
authorities seem to want to do 
much more: to insist that Ben Laden 
is the mastermind behind every 
recent Islamic atrocity against 
American interests, of which there 
have been plenty. 

With the World Trade Center 
bombing of February 1993, real, 
live, hundreds-could-die terrorism 
arrived on America's shores. The 
pRce then quickened. In the fall of 
1993, IB American troops were 
killed in a 

fire fight in Mogadishu, Somalia; 
in 1995. Five US servicemen were 
killed by a bomb in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia; in 1996, another 19 were 
killed when their barracks in 


Dhahran was bombed. And in 1998 
came the embassy bombings in 
Africa. 

In Washington's eyes, all these 
atrocities are of a piece, neatly 
glued together. The 1998 indict- 
ment names an "umbrella" organi- 
zation - Al Qaeda, or The Base - led 
by Ben Laden. Al Qaeda is said to be 
"an international terrorist group" 
under whose aegis are cells (such as 
Islamic Jihad) that have been 
blamed for just about every modern 
act 

of Islamic terrorism againsr the 
United States. In other words, the 
indictment does not seek to prove 
that Ben Laden planted every bomb; 

but it does in effect claim that he 
leads an organization whose affili- 
ates did so. 

Well, maybe. But Saudi Interior 
Minister Prince Nayef has denied 
that Ben Laden was responsible for 
the two bombings in Saudi Arabia. 
(In fact, one senior Saudi official 
thinks Iraq was responsible for the 
Riyadh bomb and has told 
Americans so.) The November 
Indictment alleges that Ben Laden 
trained the troops who killed the 
rangers in Somalia, and Ben Laden 
himself has boasted that he did. 
Quite possibly, some Arab Afghan 
vets slipped into Somalia from 
Sudan. But Robert Oakley, who was 
the US ambassador at the time of 
the Mogadishu catastrophe, is 


frankly skeptical that there were 
many Islamic fundamentalists on 
the streets. “We were looking for 
them," says Oakley, "but we never 
found them." 

If Oakley and Nayef are right, the 
implication is plain. Before he was 
expelled from Sudan in 1996, Ben 
Laden very likely did finance Arab 
Afghans Fighting little wars all over 
the Muslim world, and he certainly 
made a nuisance of himself to the 
Saudi authorities - but it is far from 
clear that he bankrolled or directed 
all or even most of the terrorist 
attacks on American interests for 
which he is now blamed. Associates 
of Ben Laden insist, indeed, that his 
out-and-out call for jihad against 
America is of quite recent vintage. 
There is a reasonable chance that in 
its rush to demonize Ben Laden as 
world-terrorist-in-chief, Washington 
is blaming him for far. Tar too much. 

Still, that begs a question. Ben 
Laden is truly dangerous and 
appears to despise the United 
States; does it really matter if he is 
accused of more than he has really 
done? It does, for two reasons. 
First, this Is not any anonymous 
Islamic terrorist; this is a Ben 
Laden, a member of a family with 
extraordinarily close links to Saudi 
royalty. There are those who say 
that some Influential members of 
the royal family - inen who would 
like the kingdom to return to purer 


Islamic ways - recognize that | u 
Laden is an authentic hero to 
young Saudis, and ran imagine] 
day in which he would return hone. 
He is a man who has powerful 
friends; and they happen to be peo- 
ple who help run a kingdom that ii 
a bulwark of American interests. Ii 
is reasonable to think that they 
would not be pleased to see Ben 
Laden in an American jail; or mar- 
tyred. 

More important, the American 
campaign against Ben Laden can 
backfire. 

In the United States, he ha 
become a villain. In the Islamic 
world he is something else; hiding 
in some remote mountain fastness. 
Osama Ben Laden has been traiu- 
formed, says Roland Jacquard, a 
French authority on Islamic leiroi- 
isni, into “a legend and a myth.’ 
Think of it this way; in their zeal to 
tie up a decade's loose ends, and to 
put a name and a face 

to a great evil, American officials 
tried to make Ben Laden into the 
Don Corlcone of terror. In the 
Islamic world, by contrast, he hat 
become the Che Guevara of his 
time, an icon of resistance to 
American hegemony. 

One Che was enough. 
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CHINA'S Y2K BABIES!!! 


^ as a cute idea. Now. so 

-gm couples hope to deliver a 
midnight on the millciini- 
ra dHt Beijing kinging them to 
^ wan. The iumor started or- 



ONLY 9 MONTHS LEFT! 
CAN'T YOU HOLD IT?? 


Cfo ewn a “passport’’ from (he 
told Health Organization. Soon 
^wdon of having what the media 
ditaj a Century Baby took off. 
wtusband and I got the idea fiom 
ntadttwhosaid, 'Why not 
up cn the bandwagon?" says 
ja* 3a a Beijing VUppie wlto 
rfidihat only her surname be pub- 
Hied. “At first we thought, 'What 

WT 

That’s what a lot of people 
But officials of the WHO do 
out issue passports and were not 
tdribly amused. The prospect of a 
siJdeii baby boom would hardly 
dunce their efforts to control the 
global population. Even as they 
deiwd the rumors, promoters 
around the world came forward 
wdi m 1 offers. Millennium babies 
Am a car from a newspaper in 
tau, and 100 frana from local 
dairies in fiance. Couples from 
t-jjjy to Paris are already aware 
ihatthe best time to conceive a Y2K 
hi is on or about April 9 — an 
timing the British press has 
MMTxxik night.” Only in China, 
ittt sated as a silly rumor has put 
Lpasridous.paiTnts on a collision 
nine witii officials, who fear that 
Mn one hyperfertile night could 
up overwhelming delivery 
7 m, crowding schools and gener- 
aggravating the burdens of die 
wtfslaigest population. 

TV downside didn't occur tn 
M right away At first, state-run 
reported the millennial mania 
si me fed. In December, the gov- 
orinBjfs Health News reported 
‘My on the "extraordinary 
among young couples 
,tuwe hu nymg to get married, 
■4 happily calculating when they 
^ ny for a child. The following 
^ ** newspaper printed 
. w m "How to Conceive a 
^>7 Baby 1 ' suggesting among 
^ “mgs that husbands should 
^agawtes, alcohol and lun 
^ then, however, many 

_ Presorting to nioterkv 

measures. 

Weed, as the eve of the milieu- 
kJjJPJpKhes, some Chinese are 
K aggressively 

®^h ,T y.Tl,Cp 0 , | t . 

Jr* b** softened enrorcc- 

first 

fcaioo J* 7^ 31x1 forcc d stei '- 
: 011 womei1 

i ^atias: 

Sass,; 

t ^Oii? 50doe5whalitcanto 

; S&3K2 

■ parents wete 




. * f . • • . \ v 
i. • : 


V . 


Wm 




mu 


HOOFPRINTS IN 
THE SANDS 


By Debra L and Dr. Jerald E $Jncs 

R .«r ■ ■. ■ 


tew* 


A 5 die third king of a^gep^sraei. Kjng ^olomon (point) ruieci 
over a vast empire&nid^retchecl ftonrEzion-geber (mod- . 
em Aqaba) in the South tcMibl^h fln^tortrtmpdrajy^ria) in • 
the north, and included much^^Vodetril^lesdnV.-Jprdan^and 
Syria. During Solomon’s 4u ye$p$igir du^^ffi^Ypt^centiiry BCE, 
he was known as a builder pf^tles Bri^jrioniM^hta?,' jfs well as a 
merchant trader of consid^DjQ. ihb^itype.j H^&tabllshed e fleet . 
of trading ships at EziopWeber :.W|th ' jh^shelp.'dF the Ptoenlriahs, 
who were the acknow)j$^ Solomons ships 

regularly left Ezion-g^oef ori tiadln^lfts t0 Shebp'ln the south of 
Arabia and to Abys^lp Tltesc tract 

ing ships by sea limre ocftnipd reguiariy. every three 
years, bringing |wck; tof l go ,, 6^Vbld, ’silver, ivory, and thonkeys. 

However, Km? 'Soj&moh v^'.alio renown for his horses. In any 
discussion ^me h^ses. ^fSolomoir, one has tb distinguish 
between tl]i$e gruuirtof Worses. , First, there0^re the horses 
acquired I^ SploirioiV for purposes of trade&skotftj, there were 
the hors ^utilized by Solomon's military, [Third, tpere were the 
personaliforses of King Solomon, *ilie Bible ^Idres^s the first two 
categories, while the Qur'an addresses the thlfcL •'/' 

In tqkw of- horses for tvade, 'Solqmon was known to have 
Ju5ri ?nd from Kue. whidi iVere'in Cilicia, 
j^.l nprth ' of-- modem Aleppo, Syria, 
eji jibrsqs, Soldmbrt also ini^oi ted dinn- 
ing price to’ Solprppn for siidi $ horse was 
iofit on^'fpurtii the price he' paid for ah 
ren re-sold - the holies to the kings of the 
ifAtani (the area ofy$fiiriascus -and'Qoitli- 

oni&s grent cornri- 

s . . ... , r _ .. . , , ,. v . , hjjfe'&a,' ittfd ichariot . 

DCS ; ot.vvA^ Li WiQi; C6; ; kiKg:. Daylcl^bJ^h^ faiher pf 
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ig §olomon (pbuh) ttiled 
ftoirvEzlori-geber (mod- 


cuming die liarsli legacy* of family 2000, "if too man) 

planning to a new, millennial end. flood into emeige 
The Beijing Youth Daily reported, for birth to Ceimir 
example, that a 27-year-nld Beijing chaos." And, wh 
woman named Jiang |j had sought liospiials aren't < 
out an nboition so she cuuld liy wluu if those lit 
again - this time lor delivery mi ihe blackouts and eqi 
morning of |an. 1 . 2000. lost lit of the Y2I 

Soon the media were reporting "Just imagine!" sa 
new rustics on abortion diniis in Hie umliorilic! 
one city or another. As ilie Ceniuiy didn't like wliar il 
Baby fad liopso >tdied across Oiina, lhan half the fann 
it was driven by (lie mix of livsli limes more peop 

rumors with traditional lailli in Stales. China's | 

astrology, whit.li leaches dial some growing liy 13 
Midi days, nionihs and years aie Now, the slate nn 
more auspicious than ullxis. Hie the danger oViln 
most reieni nuthieak ol die mania in a nation alreai 
came in early I ehmary in d ie cojisial feed ils pet >ple. " 

city ol'V\Arn/.hoti. wliere an uiniMial- are lx>m at the 
ly high number oflropeliil Century face great comp 
Moms lined np liir abortions, and job placcm 
ataiixling in the (amngzhou Daily. Xingluia oTHeijiiij 
"V\A' (liinese have a national weak- Olisteliicsl lospil 
ness lor lads and trendy heliels, a baby Imom ii 
especially in the rep 

snuth. says Prof. Tlir h£(l (II 

Qtt Omaityaii. a *** 1 ) 

women's Ittsikh ^OWSWfifiK/, 

Medkid Sciencvs Univeisiiy, who is and think Ihrecti 
concerned about maylient hi deliv- aliead." 
ety looms cnme lan. 1. Ilopufid paivr 

(in luis heard of sudi tnmhles ItedgJng their lx 
Ixdixv. In die em of relixm, slur saiily in respont 
says, (Jiiitese mithoritles no longer lugs, f.lilncse le 
su]jptx*ss superstitions as they once already calculate 
did, ami "people ore using new sri- only 13 true Cer 
cmific techniques to pursue oki bom right after ii 
Ixrliefs." Parents use sonograms to Icnnium, "So the 
detect the sex of tiieir child - arid to Is liny My patlon 
abort the girls, lortunc-tellers stake a vpiy small nun 
out gynecology clinics, offering to a Century Bal 
forecast die destiny of unborn dill-" "Besides, with a 
dren with the help of a computer and hospitals [r 
program. Qu lias heard of modiers wlio can verily w 

flooding hospitals to demand ■ true Gentuiy Bal 
Caesarea] sections on a particularly Unfortunately 


2000, "if too many pregnant women 
flood into emeigency rooms to give 
birth to Century Babies, it'll be 
chaos." And, while most Chinese 
liospiials aren’t computerized yet, 
what if those that are get hit by 
black-nits and equipment failure as a 
result of the Y2K computer bug? 
“Just imagine!" says Qu. 

The authorities did just diat, and 
didn't like wliar they saw. With less 
than half the farmland and over foui 
times mure people Ilian the United 
States, China's population is still 
growing by 13 million each year. 
Now, the slate media are playing up 
die danger nl'ihe Century Unby fad 
in a nation already sIxjii of Land to 
feed ils people. "If ton many I whies 
are* lxmi at the same time, they'll 
face great competition for sdiool 
and job placement." lays Huang 
Xingluia of Beijing's Gynecology and 
Olisteti ics I lospital. “Experts predict 
a baby Ixiom in tlte year 2000" 
reported China 
[(T fJI Women's News of 
Bl I UT* A Beijing, uiglng 
W&m J couples to ton- 
sider tlte risks... 
and think three limes lx?f ore forging 
aliead." 

I lo]K*fiil parents may In fact be 
hedging their bels, but not neces- 
sarily in response to oflidnl warn- 
ings. (.liinese fertility experts have 
already calculated ihnt, worldwide, 
only 13 true Century Babies will be 
bom right offer midnight on the mil- 
lennium, "So the chance of success 
Is liny My patients are realistic; only 


in the middlingly favorable Year of 
the Rabbit, many Chinese couples 
are now expected to try for a 
“Dragon Baby." "The Year of the 
Rabbit is not a great year • so why 
risk it?' said one WHO official. 
"Especially since the \fear of die 
Dragon is the best for having 
babies.” 

What could promise a brighter 
future titan a millennial Dragon 
Baby? A millennial marriage, with a 
Dragon Baby. too. Plans for wed- 
dings at midnight on Jail. I are well 
advanced in various Chinese cities, 
including ceremonies that will unite 
2,000 couples in Beijing and 5,000 in 
Shenzhen. Chinese entrepreneurs 
see "immense commercial opjwrtu- 
niries" in these mass weddings, 
according to Securities Times 
online, which noted diat one firm 
has registered the name "millenni- 
um wedding destiny" for a line of 
cigarettes, clothing and souvenirs. 
Promoters dedare that a “tliousand- 
jubilation dragon year” such as the 
one coming up won't happen again 
for 3,000 years. 

That’s a lor of joy for one small 
generation or babies to endure. 
Already, as a result of the one- child 
polity, kids in China are often smoth- 
ered by the undivided love of two 
parents and four grandparents. Tills 
much-lamented "little emperor" 
syndrome was on vivid display dur- 
ing last week’s Umar New Year festi- 
val, when dty parks teemed with ' 
both boys and gifts prettied tip with 
rougp on tlteir dteeks. It seems 


a veiy small number are Itoplng for . inevitable that children bom at the 
a Century Baby" said Huang, same time next year will be even 

I .1 1 . 1 . 11 I . 


forecast the destiny of unborn chil- "Besides, wflli so many time zones - more, hopelessly spoiled, as little ■ 

drill with the help of a computer and hospitals Involved worldwide, millennium celebrities. Sang, .for 

program. Qu 1ms heard of modiers wlio can verify wiietlieryouVelwd a one, says that after t^ng w\th tl>e 

flooding hospitals to demand ■ true Century Baby or not/' ' ... M “fon of the ideq, sl« ^^ .lt ;. 
Caesarean sections on a particularly Unfortunateiy for, aiha's: femUy. 

auspicious day. In one case, site says, 1 r planners, mldnightonjaal isnot> CentuiyBaby, confessed Sang. We 

a 50year-old stroke victim died in a the last or best opportunity for have a dog atxha rat alreKly, and 

provincial hospital because thesur- _ superstitious - mofoers,.. The most .just^ ^ jring , for., 

gleal tlieaterwas swamped witliC- . ,ausp!rious,of.l2 far ^tyd^lrt%,;te ^_firre by, Bering, ; 

sections "Let tliat be a wjiming- Qiinese zodiac ;is die Dragon, aiid • where the parta liije Is now the. 
Lucky times and holidays are the/ .. the nett ter ^ Ute Co^; ^wee Cei^ury Babws. the bett« v y 
worst time to be iil die hospital."/, ■ inetiteon i ftb'.5,;ZX)Q. 
says' Qu, warning' that on.jan. 1?- vtQ*ig Ip 

.'/■ '' if; 1 . 1 ' )./■ i . ‘ V*-’ ^ -j.' v*. 'V 


















